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A LETTER, &c. 



MY DfeAR SIR, 

It affords me very high gratification to find, 
that my observations on the foreign policy 

« 

of Lord Wellesley's administration, and on 
the late transactions in the Carnatic,* have 
fully satisfied your mind, of the wisdom and 
justness pf the principles on which that 
policy, and those transactions were found^cl. 
I, therefore, readily comply with you/de- 
$ire, to submit to you my view of the ques- 

* Vide A Reply to the "Strictures cf theEdbbwjfr 
¥ Review, &c." 

B 
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tion, that forms the subject matter of the 
specific charges which have been exhibited 
against Lord Wellesley, in the House of 
Commons. 



That question will, I presume, be finally 
determined in Parliament, early in the en- 
suing Session. And, as you concur in that 
general sentiment of reprobation, which all 
impartial and independent men express, at 
tfce cqnduct of the fazt House of Commons, 
in suffering the accusers of Lord Wellesley 
topostpone> from time to time, the consi- 
deration of the eharges which they had 
brought against him, after the whole of thek 
own evidence had been before the House and 
tk&.OQjmtry, for fan. months— I shall hops to 
see you exert th^ spirit and manliness of 
^x>ur mi#d> and the power of youp constitu- 

• • - • # m \ * 

tional knowledge, in asserting the legal right 
4*£tbe accused to call for a decision on Jiis 
$ase, and in thereby rescuing the .char jactejr 



of Parliament, and the justice of ypnr coun- 
tfy, from that opprobium with which any 
farther delay must indelibly stigmatize 
them.* 



* The opinion of Mr. Fox on all subjects, must have 
great weight with you, an4 with every thinking man * 
but on a constitutional question, it must carry with it all 
the force of decisive authority. In one of the last speeches 
which that illustrious man made in the House of Com- 
mons, relative to thA charge against Lord Wellesley, he 
declared;—" That the House, having pledged itself to the 
" accuser and the accused by this vote,, and, more thaja 

m. ' ft 

ts that, haying actually ordered wi.tnes;es to attend, it stopd 
tf bound to both parties tp enter upon the consideration of 
u this charge at some convenient time ****•. Wfe 
16 :hfcd now only to proceed with the evidence for two or 
* c t^ree 4 4ays j an^ if jt was Jifcejy to fep to dpy length % then 
u it would be nsefspry to adppjtvsoiqe new and extra/vedi^ 

• m ... * 

u nary course ; for he felt that it was necessary in justice, 

" to the accuser and accused, that the Hous^ should come 

' •• • ..•■.'. 
'•■.•.. . ■ > . 

w to some decision this Session". 

■ ' t ' r ■•♦■.• - . " ' * V '» 

•* * •. - . 

Vide. Stockdaie's Parliamentary Debates#June 18, No. 
1 6, page 250, et seq. In the course of this speech, Mr. Fox 

b2 



Leaving the merits of this point, therefore, 
to your informed understanding, and confid- 
ing in that spirit of justice, with which I 
cannot doubt the present House of Commons 
will be animated, I shall proceed to examine 
the specific articles of charge, on which its 
judgment will be called upon to decide. 

Of these charges, the first relates to the 
conduct of Lord Wdlestey, in the late ar- 
rangements with the Nabob of Oude; the 
second, to the arrangement which his Lord* 
ship concluded with the Nabob of Furruck- 
abad; and the third, to certain measures 
which were adopted by the British govern- 

9 

ment, against the Zemindars of Sassntee and 
Cfttchoura. The two laait charges ate iin- 

V 

... - - v - • • ' m 

ft v • 

* ■ * 

went so far as to state, that ministers might even advise 

a 

his Majesty " to prolong the Sejsicn, and keep the Parliamtnt 
« ffttinf" in order that the question zpight be brought to 
a speedy conclusion. t 



plicated and involved in the first, and are in 
fact supplementary to it. The Nabob of 
Jurruckabad was a tributary of the govern- 
ment of Oude ; and the Zemindars of Sassnee, 
and Cutchoura were its subjects: Hence, 
the arrangement in Furruckabad, and the 
measures pursued .against these Zemindars 
will be found to. have followed, as necessary 
consequences of those proceedings in Oude, 
on which the accusers of Lord Wellesley 
/ound their. principal charge. 



*.. :f 



That charge rests on an assumption which 
I shall shew to be totally false; and on this 
assumption is raised a variety, of. allegations, 
.which the very evidence adduced to sus- 
tain them completely disproves. To these 
allegations I shall hereafter particularly 
advert « But, in the first instance, it is of 
much more importance to prove, that tETS 
grtat measure of policy, which' it is their 
object to criminate, was fully justifiable oa 
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Jfrihciptea of gerferal equity, add imperiously 
fecbmmendecl, not only by the Consideration 
of its being an essential part of an humane, 
enlightened, * arid comprehettsive system of 
political reforttiatioh, but alsfl by a concur* 
fence of circumstances tvhich Actually in- 
volved tHe security of our dominions in Hin* 
dtistan. 

»* - i 

In ordei? to make you* acquainted with the 
true grounds of this measure, and to prove, 
beyond the possibility of contradiction, the 
iafaehood of the assumption on which the 
efadrge proceeds, it kill be necessary to givte 
you tome account of the family of the present 
Nabob of Oude, as well as of the political 
state of that province, both before, and aftetf, 
$fo connection With the Bdtish government 



. < 



' In the charge against Lord Weltesley* it 
fa assumed/ as an admitted and established 
f*ct, <' that Oud$ k an lpu>i.im*m* j?ju#- 
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H cifalitt, under tie government of a So» 
' * verbign> whose titk is N*80B VizieeI J* 

This assertion is expressed with sucti A 
felicitous incongruity, that, in spite of its bre- 
vity, it contains in itself, its own complete 
falsification . The \ Sovereign , of an Jrafo- 
pendant principality is dignified with 9 tith^ 
which literally signifies, that he il jHrt 
merely the dependant, but the actual servant 
of another monarch. J have* shown in ft late 
publication,* << that the title of iViatyft cO^d 
•not have been adopted by bnyn prince o^f 
Hirtd&stan, without a d^gEidt^Oft 0^ hia 
StfpGwdr rank, norejcpresfiedaknig^itferhis 
4>fher ; titles without a manifeet Bokcison m 
language. According toe? th&Miejghul Ifrstita- 
44 tiom, as established in Hind&stam> iNftbob 
44 (NdwdbJ was a title of honour, which was 
" always conferred on the StibahdArs, orgo- 

f * A Reply to the Strictures of the Edinburgh Review, 



u vcrnofs of provinces, and sometimes on the 
" Omrahs or nobles of the empire ; M and, ao 
cording to the Mohgul institutions, as esta- 
blished throughout the whole of the Tartar 
conquests, the Vizier is theirs* minister of 
the sovereign. The title of Nabob Vizier, 
-therefore, means that the person so denomi- 
t&ated, is a nobleman of the Moghul empire* 
4 9tid the chief minister of the emperor. 

The office of Vizier, as well as that of Su- 
tahdir, was entirely personal; and both were 
consequently held at the will of the sovereign. 
"' TheSftbahd&r, along Witfi his appointment, 
r ** received Written instructions, in which the 
' " duties of his office are Specifically laid down, 
* and in which he is enjoined, in positive and 
" distinct terms, " not to consider himself as 
*' permanently fixed in his office, but to hold 
"himself, at all times, in perfect readiness to 
"be removed, on the shortest notice front 



A* . 
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" the. emperor"* These instructions prove, 
incontestibly, the dependant nature of a Su- 
bahd&r's office ; whence the Nabobs ofOude, 
who were Subahdars of that province of the 
Moghul empire, derived all their local autho- 
rity and power. 

1 

- * ■ » 

v Saadut Khan, the ancestor of the present 
JNabob of Qiule, and, the founder of his fa- 
mily, was a native of Khdrasan, who had 
travelled into Hindustan as a military ad- 
venturer. Through the friendship which 

he formed with some of the principal 

officers of the court of Bebaqdar Shah, 
he was retained in the service, and in- 
troduced to the personal notice of that mo- 
narch. On the accession of t Mohammed 
Sh$h, over whose mind he had r gained a 
great ascendajapy, he was first qreated aji 



*■■■> ' ■•-"■ ■ •• ,■•* v.:-.. -.-.i 



•'■* ■■:.->■ 



*.:*.\Fytfilm : -Jt]^jtikv?yi or the I^titutesof Akbar, 
and the Akbar-Namah, or the History of Akbar. 



Emir> or noble of the empire, then appointed 
to the government of Akbarab&d, and, finally, 
received the command of a Munsub, ^ 
Corps of 5000 horse, the dignity of Nabob, 
and the Subahdarry of Oude. 

The elevation of this advetaftrfer to these 
dignities, naturally gave his family consi- 
derable influence at cottrfrj sty tfeat upon 
his death, his nephew Stifdar Jting' was ap- 
pointed to succeed him in the government 
of Oude ; and on the death of the! fariious Ni- 
*am : ul-Mtilk, he was raisfed to the high office 
of the Vizierut, or Yizifer of the empire, and 
•at the sanfre time to that of Mectf *atuish, or 
taaster^general of the artillery J Ff 6m both 
these offices, however, he was afterwards 
dismissed, for having ordered a favourite 
eunuch of the Emperor to be put to death ; 
but on account of his fofnW services, he 
was allowed to retain the government of 
Oude. At Tiife death, in 1753, his $6n, Sujah- 
ud-D6wlah, the fathero? the pressed Nabob, 



wft* infested in the office of Subahdar of 
Oude ; and* on, the dotation Of the unfortu- 
hate Shah Allum to the imperial throne, in 
1761, hfe-Was appointed Vizier of the empire. 

< At that period of time the emperor w;as at 
war with the English, who had defeated him 
in several engagements* and who had ih 
ifeality, if not ostensibly, established their 
sovereignty over the provinces of Betigal and 
Behar, of which he endeavoured, in vain, to 

litest them* Repulsed.in> these endeavours, 
-be Withdrew from the contest, and a cessa- 
tion of hostilities consequently took placft, 
which lasted for two yeais. 



» * + \ ;- . , . . i . I 



. ' About the expiration of that time, a rup- 
ture broke . out between the British govern- 
^snt arid Meer Caasini AUi> the Subahdar of 
Bengal :, afid Jthe cause of the latter being 
warmly espoused by the Nalpb Y'mzv Sujah- 
ud-Dowlalt, the empjeror was again induced 
to proclaim war against the English, and to 



*2 

/ 

march against them with a formidable army* 
In this march he was accompanied by the 
Vizier, who, in his own mind, had formed 
the project, not only of re-conquering the 
whole of Bengal and Behar, but of extermi- 
nating the English in Hindustan. This 
mighty plan, however, was destroyed by 
the battle of Buxar, in which the English 
obtained a decisive victory; over the Mussult- 
inan arpis. :- 

Thevanquished emperor, mortified and dis- 
heartened, retired to Benares, from whence 
he communicated to the English general his 
desire to terminate hostilities, and to place 
Jhimself under the generous protection of 
his conquerors : but the Vizier, exasperated, 
rather than humbled, at the overthrow o£ his 
ambitious scheme/ determined, still to op- 
pose them, on his own authority ; and for 
this purpose repaired to his government of 
Oude, where he assembled an army, com- 



- V '. 
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posed of his provincial troops, and a de- 
tachment of Mahratta mercenaries. 



This conduct, on the part of the Vizier, 
being of course considered by the emperor 
as an act of rebellion, he dismissed him from 
the vizierut, and from the subahdany of 
Otide ; and concluded an agreement with 
the English, whereby it was stipulated, 
among other things, " that they should dis- 
possess the Nabob Sujah-ud-Dowlah, of the 
government and territories of Oude, and 
deliver them to the emperor.'* — ^l fur- 
maun, or royal mandate was accordingly 
issued, in which it is expressly declared, 
that the Nabob Sujah-ud-Dowlah, having 
unjustly, and contrary to the royal plea- 
V sure, waged war against the English, the 
^country of Ghaziput, &c. &c. belonging to 
& the Nituwiut > (tor StrftoddrryJ of theNabdb 
Sujah-ud-Ddwlah, shall be giveft'to their 
disposal; And further, that the army of the 



4€ 
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" ^English, &c. shall put the emperor in po$* 
" session of the rest of the countries belong- 
" ing to the Nizamut of the Nabob Sujah- 
" ud-Dowiakr* 

In conformity with this ftiiwun, and 
with the stipulations in which it originated, 
the English marched against SujaJi-ud-D.ow* 
lah, and after totally defeating and discomV 
fiting his forces, at the battle of &alpi, made 
ian entire cwquetf of the whole province of 
Qude. 



* See this Funnaun in the.Apperidi* tv the " Vie.w'af 

* the. Rise and Progress of the English government in 
cl Bengal ; By H. Verelst^ Esq. late .Governor of Bengal/* ij^ 

« 

which work, the whole of the transactions here glanced 
at are recorded and elucidated. The Oriential reader, 
will find the accuracy of Mr. Verelst's narrative fully con- 
firmed in the valuable History of Gholaum Hussein Khan y 
who was. a spectator of those .events* and in many of them 
bore a persona^ share. 

' *.»..•. - - ..--,'.•« J - *'• r . **-,-.** ' -\ -'•* -y - -■' *■•■■ ■ 
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...Xn this desperate situation of his affairs* 
S^fib-ud-Dowlah threw himself on the 
mercy of the English, and surrendered at 
discretion. From the month of May, until 
August 1765, he continued a prisoner with 
the English army at Allahabad, when Lord 
Clive (then governor of Bengal) arrived 
there, for the purpose of making a final ai> 
raqgen^ent for the settlement of the pro- 
yinces, which h#d thus been conquered by 
tjhe English arms. 

Various considerations of policy, which 
it would be irrelevant to my present purpose 
%q state, induced Lord Clive to decline the, 
ratification jjf the articles of agreement, 
ivhich had been previously concluded with 
tlhe enjperor, jptwitjistanding the valuable 
cession of territory yyhiql}, had thereby beeqi 
jp^fl? to t , the poiftp^iy. His lordship con- 
ptikfced, 'that from the very limited nature of 

tfce ^owpany'* mmtc&y resources, at that 
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i 

X 
't 

< period of time, and still more from the con- 

» 

tracted principles on which their affairs were 

then conducted in England, the establishment 
of a decisive and permanent political autho- 
rity in northern Hindustan, would, upon the 
whole, be a wiser policy, than to augment 
our power by any farther extension of ter- 
ritory in that quarter. And, for the purpose 
of establishing this political authority, his 
sagacity soon discovered, that the Nabob 
Sujah-ud-Dowlah, from the general spirit 
of his character, was the fittest instrument 
he could chuse. 

% With this view, therefore, he prevailed on 

the emperor to give up to tfie ^Company, 

in perpetuity, the Diwannee, or revenues of 

Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, instead of the 

'cession of actual territory before agreed on ; 

and, at the same time, he persuaded him 
to grant an amnesty to Sujah-ud-Dowlah^ 

to restore him to hi* government Of Otide* 



■r. 



v 
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And the office of Vizier, and, finally, to allo\tr 

i 

him to form, under the royal sanction, a 
treaty of protection with the English govern- 
ftieht. A convention of this nature was ac- 
cbf dirtgly concluded with SujaftMid-BoWlah,' 
htkh ^capacity of Vizier of the empire, ahct 

• • • 

uniHerfhe seal of the Emperor V Whereby 'it 
x¥te Stipiilatdd; amongst otkef ' things, " "thai 
the<?6inpany should protect the territory '6f 

* 

■« • ■ , -4 

Otttk from all enemies by whom it might be 
fctt&ckedV tmth'a part 6rit>ith the tfJwfc '6f 
iketr force*, if riec4ssanfyiM& that the tfabo'b} 
Vizier should furnish the Compatfy with' 
part or the whole (f his troops, in th6 event 
" fef 1 their tfotoirtibns^being attacked; ' but that 

^^ ^ I » -* • ^ ■ * / i I t' i * 

ttfer EiPEttSE Of th ; e CompanyV Forces, 

EMPLOYED IN THE PROTECTION OF OlJDE, 

khoiitd be defrayed by tHe 'mboo ; , that the 

' Nabob Yizier* should Y**y.\fifty lavs of rupees 

r to the Company, in discharge of the ex- 

penses they had incurred by this war ; and 

that, when this last stipulation was fulfilled. 
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the Company's army should be withdrawn 
from the territories of Oude, and that pro-* 

4 • 

rince delivered up to the Vizier."* 

You will observe, that this treaty was ex- 
ecuted by Sujah-ud-Dowlah, as Vizier of the 
JSJpghul empire, under the seal, and with the 
expressed approbation of the Emperor; that it 
placed under the protection of the English go- 

■ * • * 

vernment a province of the Moghul empire, 
pf which Sujah-ud-Dowlah was the chief 
magistrate, and that for the expense of such 
protection, he bound himself to pay ; and that 

ip making a fruitless attempt to establish an 

... .... 

independant authority, Sujah-ud-Dowlah had 
been subdued by the English, who, on his 
entire submission to them, restored him to 

) ::o .:.■•'"■ ' ■ ■ • 

# See this Treaty, or Convention, in the Appendix to 

Mr. Verelst'sView of the Rise and Progress of the English 

Government in* Bengal before referred to: and see also, 

In page 53 of that able and valuable work, the Author's 

elucidation of the Principles on which that Treaty was 

concluded. 
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his original situation of goyernor of Oude, 
under the influence of that paramount poli- 
tical ascendancy which they had acquired, 
both by their conquest of that province, 
and by the general fame of their arms. 

Tet, in the charge against Lord Wellesley; 
this very same treaty is gravely referred to, 
as affording*" the fullest proof ) in its form} 

* 

" language, and tenor, that Siijah-ud-Dow- 
" lah was the sovereign of a state perfectly 
" indepehdarit f ! !" That id, in « its form; 9 
he is designated ak Chief Minister of the Mog- 

• m . ft • 

hul Empire; ih * c its language and tenor, 

he agreed to teeeive from thfe English, the ter- 

« ■ . • ■ 

ritoryof Oude, to be governed by him, but id 

be PROTECTED BY THEM, AT HIS EXCLUSIVE 

charge. So that these are the circumstances, 
thus happily adduced to prove, the perfect 
Independable of a Sovereign State ! 

The writers on the Law of Nations, to be 

•>* 

9% 



tf 
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sure, inform us, that a state which submits 
to a superior power, and consents to place 
ite Preservation on the Protection which 

i * 

that power stipulates to afford it, become* 
subject to its Protection^ and is, therefore, 
no longer independant* And it must be 
obvious to the common sense of every, one, 
that he who is maintained by the support of 
another, ig the Dependent, of the person by 

V • ■ • ■ ■ * - ' ..';■'■'' , ■■ 

JBut sudfci eonsiderations as these had no 
concern in the composition ?of this chaige, 
the ^allegations of which copld.OjDilj be sus- 
t&ined by a gross perversion of the l^nguag^ 
9$ well af of thg spirit jo£ Jtystorjr .■; ajid, i$ 
which, therefore, it; was. essential to as-* 
sert, th^it Qiuje was an Indepm4^rit Soy?~ 
r&guty. 



* Vide Vattel, sur le Droit des Gensu—p. 95. 
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The Province of Oude, indeed, had never 
been in a state of independance, since it was 
first subdued by the Mohammedan conquer 
rprs of Hindustan. From that period of 
time until its conquest by the English, it 
continued a province of the Mussulman em- 
pire. After the establishment of the Moghul 
dynasty in that empire, and the consequent 
introduction of the Moghul institutions, the 

s 

territory of Oude formed one of those grand 
divisions of Hindustan, which was called 
Subahs. Over the revenues of those Subahs, 
the Sftbahdare by whom they were governed 
tad no authority, whatever. The civil, judi- 
cial, and military authorities were entrusted 
to jthem ; but the revenue department was 
wholly committed to the management of an 

• . * 

officer, called the diwan, whose office was 
Completely distinct from that of the Sftbafc- 
dar, ; and : who was accountable only to the 
Vizier of the empire. < 111 the decline* and 
weakness of the Moghul power, many of the 
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Subabdars assumed the diw&nnee, or the 
revenues of their respective Suhahs, and 
some of them altogether cdst off the authority 
of their sovereign. In Oqde, the predeces- 
sors of Sufdar Jung had never deviated in 
any manner from the strict line of their 
duty, nor had they ever violated the obli- 
gations of their public trust. But that 
officer, availing himself of his authority, as 
Vizier, and of the decisive influence which, 
at one period he possessed at court, appro- 
priated to himself the revenues of his subah- 
darry, out of which he remitted an annual 
tribute to the royal treasury at Delhi ; and 
the payment of this tribute was continued 
by his son Sujah-ud-Dowlah, until the Em- 
peror had placed himself under the protec- 
tion of the English. This appropriation was 
made with the tacit concurrence of the Em- 
peror ; though it never received the sanc- 
tion of a royal grant, either in Altdmgha or 
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« 

m Jagkeer* which, according to the Moghul 
constitution, could alone have rendered it 
legal. Those Nabobs, however, made not 
any farther encroachment on the rights of 
their sovereign ; but partly from the conti- 
guity of their government to the seat of the 
supreme power, and partly from the circum- 
stance of their holding the highest office in 
the empire, they were induced to adhere to 
their allegiance. Hence it appears, that 
the only decisive and open attempt which 
any of the Nabobs of Oude had ever made 
to establish an Independant State, was the 
war in which Sujah-ud-Dowlah engaged 
against the English, in direct opposition. to N 
the commands of the. emperor; — and th$ 

result of that war. was, . the transfer to th4 

f 
English of that Depe^dajvce on the court; 



>. «: 



' * An Altttmgha Is % free gift of a Certain portion of the 
revenues in perpetuity s a Jagfar is an assignment of * 
portion of the revenues during life. 
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qf Delhi, by which his authority had been 
upheld, and from which all his dignities 
were derived. 



Such then was the origin of the connec- 
tion between the British government and 
the Nabob of Oude ; which, whether he be 
considered as an officer of theMoghul empire, 
or as the chief of a province which had 
been conquered by our arms, and was placed 
under our protection, equally sealed his sub- 
jection to our power. 

The political supremacy which we had 
thus established over the province of Oude, 
was strengthened and confirmed by subset 
quent transactions and compacts. In 1773, 
9 fresh arrangement was concluded with 
Sujah-ud-Dowlah, by which it was agreed, 
that an English brigade should be perma- 
nently stationed in Oude, and that the subsidy 
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for the service of that brigade should be fixed 
at the rate of ^£25,000 sterling, a moath. 

Sooa after the conclusion of this agree- 
ment, Oude was menaced by a most formi-t 
dable invasion of the Mahrattas, who, unden 
thte command of Mahagee Scindeah, and Hol-r 
kar, had actually penetrated into its western! 
frontier, atid carried their devastations into 
the neighbouring province of Rohilcimd.* 
But the English troops, to whom the defence 
of Oude was entrusted, attacked and re- 
pulsed them with considerable loss, and 
finally compelled them to abandon their 
meditated scheme of reducing these coun- 
tries to* subjection* On this occasion the 
English government, and the Nabob Vizier, 
had made an engagement with Hafiz Rabu- 
mut, the Rohilla chief, whereby he stipulated 
to p&y forty IftcA of rupees towards the 

expenses of this war against tins invaders of 
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his country. But either from disinclination 
or inability, the fulfilment of this stipulation 
was delayed ; arid this circumstance, together 
with some indications of an hostile disposi- 
tion towards the Vizier, which the Rohilla 
chief was alleged to have manifested, formed 
the ostensible grounds of that well-known 
Rohilla war, which took place in 177^, and 
which terminated in the conquest of Rohil- 
ciind by the English, and in their placing the 
whole of that fertile and populous province 
under the government of Oude, excepting a 
few districts, which were bestowed in Jag- 
heer on Fizula Khan, a justly- celebrated 
chief, who submitted to their arms. 

Upon the death of Sujah-ud-Dowlah in 
the following year, the investiture of the 
Vizierut, and of the Subahdarry of Oude, 
was obtained for his son, Assof-ud-Dowlah, 
from the court of Delhi, through the direct 
influence of the English government. And, 



L 



at the same time, a fresh treaty was con* 
eluded with the new Nabob Vizier, bjr 
which the force for the Protection of Oude 
was considerably augmented, and the sum 
of thirty-one thousand pounds, per month, 
allotted for its expense. 

. This force, however, was in a few years 
found inadequate, not only to the external 
defence of the country, but to the preser- 
vation * of ife internal tranquillity. It was, 
therefore, found necessary to strengthen it in 
the first instance, by a temporary brigade, 

and afterwards, in 1781, by a permanent 
augmentation, for which the Nabob was 
charged with an increase of <s£2,500 a month 
to the subsidy. 

« * 

The great irregularity, however, with 
which this subsidy was paid, and the ac- 
cumulating arrears into which it had there- 
by fallen, demonstrated the necessity of 



making a new arrangement with the Vizier, 
by which the nature of his connection with 
the Company should be clearly defined, and 
the subsidy fixed at a more regular standard. 
With this view, the Court of Directors in- 
structed the Governors-general in Council, in 
Bengal, in the early part of Lord Cornwallis's 
administration, to adopt immediate and deci- 
sive measures, for effecting a reformation in 
the state of our relations with Oude. In 
those instructions they observe " one thing 
u is clear ; the defence of Oude must be pro- 
* videdfor. If, therefore, the Cawnpore bri- 
u gade be not equal to such defence, either 
if the Vizier's troops must be reformed, so 
11 ' as to make them serviceable, or another 
" detachment of the Company's troops must 
" be stationed in the country ; the additional 
u expense of which he may be able tQ xle-p 
** fray, by reducing his own useless troops. 
** This we recbtnmehd to your mo$t serious 
4i ' consideration ; always bearing in , your 



(< 



i< 
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" mind, that, from the nature of our connection 
with the Nabob qf Oude, we consider th$ 
prosperity of that country as inseparable 

u fromthe prosperity of our own provinces"** 

In the spirit of these instructions, Lord 
Cornwallis concluded a new compact with 
the Vizier/ ip. which it was ^stipulated, 
* f c That he ^hould pay up the arrears of 
subsidy then fi^ie ; that the subsidy should 
Ijienc^orwajrd.be &xq& pt t&e annual sum, 
of _^500 ? Q00, tp b^ t paid with str^i 
punctuality, by monthly instalments j , thfit fi 
should it at any time be necessary to station 
any additipnal troops in Oude, the expense 
of such troops, should be defrayed by tljq 
Vizier jt|iat a resident, that is, a confidential, 



i . ..I , .'■■;.,» 



* Extf act of a Letter from the €durt 6f Directors to 
the Governorrgeneral in Council at Bengal, 31st July; 
1787.— Vide East India Papers relative to Oude, printed 
for the House of Commons. 
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officer of the British government, should 
constantly reside with the Vizier, for the 
express purpose of advising him in all mat- 
ters of importance, but in effect, in order to 
guide and control the political affairs of his 
government in all its external . relations ; 
that the expenses attending the establishment 
of the British Resident should' be borne 
by the Vizier ; and, finally, that the British 
government should not interfere in the 
internal details of the Vizier's govern- 
ment, except by way of advice and remon- 
strance." 



The nature of this last stipulation Lord 
Cornwallis has himself explained, in a mi- 
nute which he recorded on this occasion; 
In that minute he declares, " that by a non- 
" interference in the details of the Vizier s 
4t government, he did not mean to preclude 
*' himself \ or the Company, from making 
' u representations to the Vizier on the subject 



ft 
ft 
ft 
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" of his administration, whenever it may be 
essentially necessary, or of proposing to 
him any general arrangement of impor- 
tance to the interests of both govern- 

"fnents" He adds, " that the board 
would see the necessity of giving their 
countenance to Hyder Beg Khan, or 
whoever might be the acting minister of 

" the Vizier, At present he possesses the en- 

" tire confidence of his master, who is anxious 
to procure for his minister the avowed. 
protection of the English government.* 



4t 
ft 



ft 
ft 



"I assured Hyder Beg. Khan," continues 
his Lordship, " that he might depend on the 
support of the English governme?it, whilst 
he served the Vizier with fidelity, gp? 
verned the country with justice, and 



tt 



# See copy of a minute from the Right Honourable 
the Governor-general in Council, recorded in' consulta- 
tion, April 20th, 1 787. 
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" strictly adhered to the engagements form- 
" ed with the Company" 

Upon the death of this minister, the 
Nabob made an arrangement for the ap- 
pointment of a successor ; bnt it was anl/ 
acted upon as a temporary measurCi. in the 
absence of Lord Cornwall] s, who was at that 
period of time with the army in Mysore, 
and whose sanction was considered as in- 
dispensably necessary to its confirmation.* 
In one of his LordphipV dispatches to the 
Court of Directors on that occasion, he ex- 
presses himself in the following terms : 
" Although Hassein Reza (the new mi- 
nister) does noft possess all the qualifications 
taat I could wnsfl for a minister yet, a£ 



# See a Letter from the Governor-general in Council 

set Bengal, to the Court of Directors, 3d Sept. 1792, No. 2, 

« 

of Papers before the House of Commons, relative to the 
Oude Charge, &c. 
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I tfAVE ah exceeding good opinion both of ki$ 
principles, arid of his disposition to promote 
cordiality between his master and the Com- 
pany, JT did not see that a better choice could 

be made; and accordingly I signified to 

.* '■.*'-.' 

the Vizier my entire approbation of 
theIr (that is Hassein Reza, and Teket 
Rai, the two new ministers) being per* 

MAfrEftTLY APPOINTED."* 



» . > 



When the appointment of these ministers 
was thtis confirmed, by the approbation 
of the Governor-general of the British do- 
minions, he addressed to these ministers a 
letter 6f ifistrudtions, for the guidance of 
their conduct, An tHe execution of their 

* 

official functions. In that letter he informs 
these ministers, " that he had written his 
sentiments very fully to the Vizier, on the 



* A Letter to the Court of Directors, of the 26th 

a 

August, 1792. — See India Papers, No. 2, ibid, supra. 
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qeQ^s^ity of effecting an immediate rqfor- 
ipption in the domestic qffairs of his govern- 
ment** " I refer you," says bis Lgr4ship, 
\ € to qay letter to the Vizier.; apd I desws 

that you will urge $?tph arguments in sup-. 

Pop of g t as , afagll appear, to you mp# 
'! cpndi|<aYe tQ the, qceomplishmmf of wr 
i€ wisiiEs, which have his prosperity for 

their object." — * * * " From you X 
expect every necessary exertion in such 

5^^ W sPqjJSHM«E <W y W aW to ^QTH 

aovEi«rw«tfP? % restoring ifte country. 

to a flourishing $t*te/'* 



it 

it 

it 

it 

» 



By this pwtiqd jjjiaaftatiwi o( ..jfoafc 
clause in tJte treaty «f 17£7, yhick st^pi*- 
lates, that the Ctaqptf slutf^ sot interfere 
in tljw. interior <ktftf$. of the Nabob's, ao- 



* See Lord Cornwallis's Letter to Hassein Reza 
fftan, ap4 Rajajfc -ft** R«^ 99tfe J*a. I'm-**** 
Paper* $MAft'Q- - •. - .. • „ . : 
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tfcrnment, except by way of advice and re- 
monstrance, — it appears, that Lord Corn* 
walks did not consider that stipulation as 
debarring the British government from the 
exercise of a decisive control, not only in the 
appointment of the Nabob's ministers, but 
also in the regulation of their conduct. 
Neither did that stipulation prevent his 
Lordship from addressing a letter to the 
Nabob, containing a plan for reforming the 
system of domestic administration in Oude ; 
urged, to be sure, in the language of a stre- 
nuous recommendatiori,. but at the satae 
time in the spirit of a conscious authority, 
and in the tone of a man who evidently 
feels his right to expect, that his advice 
shall be complied with. After pointing dut 
to the Nabob the ruinous system which he 
pursued in the collection of the revenues* 
Lord Gornwaliis Expresses himself in' thfcse 
words; "Though the Company V stibsidy 
" is at preset paid up with regularity, yet 
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" I cannot risk my reputation, nor neglect 
u my duty, by remaining a silent spectator of 
* u evils, which will in the end, and perhaps 
" that end is not very remote, render abor- 
u tive even your Excellency's earnest desire, 
" that the subsidy should be punctually 
€t paid." # * * * " Your Excellency must 
u be aware, that such is our close connec- 
u tion, that every chief in India must con- 
u sider the two states as forming one power; 
u and you have so uniformly adhered to 
" that connection, that hitherto no political 
" transaction has been concerted, but with 
" the advice of each other ; and as the 
" Company have expressed their appro- 
" bation of the choice which you have 
" made of Hassein Reza Khan, and Rajah 
Teket Rai, I shall naturally consider the 
political measures of your government to 
be dependant on them, as well as the 
" domestic" * 

# Lord Cornwallis's letter to Assof-ud-Dowlah, the 
Nabob of Oude, 29th Jan. 1793. Oude Paptrs % No. % 
p. 12, 13, 
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For the execution of this plan of reform 
in the internal affairs of Oude, Lord Corn- 
wallis informed the Nabob's ministers, that' 
br h>*t,d them " responsible to the British 
c - government" as well as to that of the 
Nabob ; and he therefore desired them to 
make " every necesiary l exefiion\.to expe- 
dite and accoifcplishXit * *J-%n hsJ* 

-J '-If any political -'control* tafrbtfe; decisfrV 
than this, 1 or if any dise in which the ati* 
thority of a paramount estate over its vassal^ 
was more clearly exercised, can atiy wheiirfc 
be found in the history of nations, it is if* 
the transactions of the succeeding adminis- 
tration of Lord Teignmouth. 



: i » 



That 'adminiftt^atitth commenced its cor- 
respondence with thief governtaent of Oiide, 
by uiging the Nabob, 'in the strongest 
language of remonstrance,* to carry into 



_. i 



* Oude Papers, No. 2. p, 23, 25, 
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immediate execution that plan of reform 
in tjhe domestic affairs of the country, which 
$4tfd Cornwallis had framed, and so em- 
phatk^lly had essoined him to adopt. But 
sorpe memorable circumstances which after-* 
-^rprds qccurre^. rendered it necessary for 
Lpyd > T^g^V9a9«th to put in actual force 
that right of suprema^jjycar the state of 
Oude, which the British government derived 
$ft$ tfe p^qciple of its fcrigfrlal connection 
lajigi &, and which hjid bee* 90 repeatedly 
ar>4 mipqujvftcaUy deolau?ed> both.bjr.tbat 
gW^Wfttfv and by the constituted author 



*> «L 



» . ■ • * »* .1 



On the death of Fiz&a Khftft, i& A\gU3t 
1794, the jagheer which had been granted 
to hjqa, at the conclusion of the Rofailla v^ar 
fc 177** reverted to the Virier; and* ao 
qofdiftg to the general practice of the Mad 
gh^l constitution in such cases, it waa 
bestowed on bis eldest son, Mob*mmed 



,•» 
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All*. But tfcat chief was. tmfjopuiar wflffi 
bis tribe, who wert! attached to h& yctartger 
brother, Gholauitt Mohtfrnmexf, partly frotti 
bU having been the iiHtftarlfi* ' 'tiTSift father^ 
and partly from bis possessing rirach or 
that warlike spirit which animated and dis- 
tinguishes their national character. Actu- 
ated by this feeling of* partiality, and little 
regarding legal forms, the Rohitta fjfeaS&ntfjjr 
be&eld, with at mortified dislike, the eletatfdri 
of the elder brother: Taking advantage" of 
this feeling in the people, and stimulated by 
that nifing' and' tmgoverrjdbfe paSsion for 
power which; predominates in the ftltfslSttk 
httnchara«tef, iSholatan Mohammed dfefer- 

ihirted io raise hfMsdf to the got6fniA6iit 
of tfre Jagheterdarry, try ptittitfg his brbtfrer 
to death ; wHicbr attocfotrs act he aCCttfd- 
ingly perpetrated; In ordter, however, t6 
secure hi* estabKshmeftt, he sent a cotisitfeir- 
atble mzxdranah, or present, to the Tizier, 
with promises of an increased peishcush, or 
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tribute, if i the Jagheerdany "were granted to 
him in perpetuity. Tempted by this offer, 
and utterly indifferent to the horrible crime of 
which thepe^son who made it had been guilty, 
the Vizier manifested the strongest desire 
to comply with his wishes : but, knowing that 
Tie could not do so without the sanction of the 

m 

British government, he laid before the f Go- 
yernor-general in council, through the Eng- 
lish resident at Lucknow, a full account of 
the whole transaction in Rohilcund. 

Contrary to the detestable avarice of the 
Vizier's wishes, the Governor -general in 
council at once resolved to dispossess the 
murderer : and the . Commander in Chief, 
Sir Robert Abercrombie, who was then in 
Oude, was instructed to inform the Vizier, in 
explicit and distinct terms, that the British 
government were determined to remove 
Gholaum Mohammed, and that the Jagheer 
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Must be conferred on the infant son of Men 

hammed Abli. 

» » 

^ To. this decision the Vizier was obliged to 
submit ; but he did so with a marked and 
positive reluctance : so that you here see 
the British government ^exercised over him 
q ^paramount and completely absolute au- 
thority, even in the. disposal of one of his own 
JggfeerSt >t .;•.- :l. r, ^:t! ■ •■'■■ 

. In $nfavGwg the rea^tlutiwi of the^Buftisb 
govqfttfBtfnt* , the Viakr>«fianifested his disf 
satisfaction, <; by.i w^hholdUig that acJiv« 
assist^mte which it was bis duty? ; to exert. 
The determined resistance bf Gholaum Mo- 
hammed rendered it necessary for the Bri- 
tish army to mar*ch against him : but the 
Vizier, instead of accompanying its march? 
with his provincial troops, and of furnishing 
the requisite supplies, according to the obli- 
gation of his covenant, kept at the distance 
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ef in hundred miles in the rear, and afforded 
no aid whatever, until the Rohillaa, who had 
assembled in great numbers, and who fought 
With a desperate courage, had sustained a 
total defeat. 



. » 



After these transactions, u*j ? *z,k;* « **«<jcu> 
if possible* a still greater indifference than 
fcefore, to the advice aad *ettdi»ts*ai»ce» of 
the British government, relatiye to tfc«J refor- 
mation of his internal administration. And 
ttdfc w» the • *titaotis and miserable tftkli- 

4 

turn to Whidi the tenantry was ifetiu&ti, ami 
•veil the imminent dangert to whifch &# 
deighbduring prdvioces of the Caittpaay 
w*te consequently expbsed, by the c&ftthtfc^ 
ance of that pestilent misrule from whifeft 
these evils sprung, that the Go\*erncttwg6na* 
•al proceeded to Lucknow in 1797> &* *&& 
avowed purpose of endeavouring to eftbot, by 
(i personal remonstrance and the influence 
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of bis pubKc station,"* that reform which 
bad so often been recommended ia vain. ? 

That important object, however, was not 
to be attained by these means. The stub- 
born profligacy of the Vizier rendered rill 
ti^JGownifcr^^ and re* 

monstrance* entirely fruitless. " He seemed 
4 € ineemble of the real value of character^ 
tad regardless of the prosperity of hid 

1 

conntry/'f The Govemor-genemi, therefore; 
determined to j>rovi(tein some measure against 
the dangers o£ that anarchy, which the iii- 
herent vicefeof the Oude government jinevittU 
bly tended to produce, and which the Vizier's 
own mischievous proceedings were fast ac- 
eekrating. He accordingly augmented the 



# See Sir John Shore's (now Lord Teigrimouth) Letter 
to the Vice President in Council at Bengal, 21st March, 
1797. Oude Papers^ No, 11 in No. 2. 



* J* Ibid, supra. 
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British force in Oude, with two regiments, 
and called upon the Vizier for an addition 
of ^72*000 to the annual subsidy. 

Towards the end of 1797* Assof-ud- 
Dowlah died, and was succeeded in his, go- 
vernment by his reputed and. , acknowledged 
son Vizier Alii. This succession was. sanc- 
tioned by the principles of the Mohammedan 
law, as well as by the practice of the Moghul 
constitution ; and it was approved of and 
confirmed by the British; government, w . so 
decided a manner, that it tvas :<wn$idered 
throughout Hindustan as their act % * . 

* « 

In the course, however, of a few months 
after the elevation of Vizier Alii, the . Go- 

# " In the opinion of all" says Sir John Shore. " Vizier 
a Alli's elevation was considered as an act of the English Go- 
" vernment; and it is certain, that without their acknowledge- 
€i ment and support, he could not hare maintained his situ- 
" ation." See Sir John Shore's Minute in Council, 13th 
Jan. 1798. Oud§ Papers, No. 1. 
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vernor-general discovered, that, on account 
of the spurious origin of the young Nabob, 
his succession to the government was gene- 
rally considered as an act of injustice to the 
lineal heirs of the house of Sujah-ud-Dowlah; 
that it was, therefore, highly repugnant to 
the feelings of all persons of any weight or 
respectability in Oude; and that, above all, 
Vizier Alii had shewn indications of a de- 
cided hostility to the English interests, and 
to that supremacy over Oude which the 
English had acquired by tfyeir arms, and 
thought it essential tc their security to main- 
tain. These circumstances induced the Go- 
vernor-general to repair again to Lucknow; 
where he instituted an inquiry respecting the 
birth and parentage of Vizier Alii; and after a 
minute and elaborate investigation, ascertain- 
ed, that he was not the son of tipfc late Nabob, 
but a person of mean birth, whom he had 
chosen to adopt for the purpose of excluding 
his brother, Saadut Alii, from the succession. 
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* 

In the progress of this inquiry, abundant 
evidence was likewise obtained, of the dis- 
affection of Vizier Alii, of the impatience 
with which he bore the control of the Bri- 
tish government, of the secret preparation^ 
which he was making to resist its authority, 
and of the unappeasable antipathy which he 
nourished against the English name. 

These facts constitute the grounds otv 
which Lord Teignmouth felt himself justi- 
fied in exercising the highest degree of au- 
thority, which a paramount power can en- 
force over a vassal state, namely, that of 
deposing its chief magistrate, and of appoints 
ing another in his place. The right on which 
that authority, in this case, rested, his lordship 
asserts in* the clearest and strongest terms. 
€ f The goven^aent ofOude," says hd; " in- 
<c the opinion* of the natives of the country, 
t£ as w6ll as externally, is considered a de- 
" pendancy upon tha English, whatever its re- 
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*f- lajtlo^L under treaties ra^y be* gcindiah* 
referred the investiture of Vizier Alii by 
bis majesty {that i$ by the Moghul emperor) 
" t& ike Governor-general; and there are many 
V respectable families (mewipg native fa- 
% iniiie§) in tncknow* who live under the 
Y ; protection of British influence, I# th£ 

u OPTION QF THJR NATIVES OF INDIA, OuDE 
u If 8SLD AS A GIFT V^OH THE COMPANY TO 
" SUJAH-VD-DOWLAH, AND AS A BSPJEtfDAtfT 

". Fief." His Lordship farther observes, 

'f we «pe w implicated in our connection with 



: * SriadSab, at thfc period ef time, heW m his chargethe 
capital <tf tb£/Mf»giml «*ip*re> and tibe person of the em- 

gerofyi wbq&vhe Ipd rescued from the domination of the/ 
traitor, Gholaum Khadsr. In return for this service* Scu> 
diah had induced the emperor to. constitute the Peishwa, 
his Vakeel uVMutluk> or regent of the empire », and to appoint 
himself the Naih, or Deputy of the Regent. So that Scindiah, 
tte44#&>?#a Gbitf) was the^el^r the Ag*/ ergo** *»*ell as 
tfaactwl and uncontrolled director* of ail thejMtiJfc&tff of the 
s^ill nominal authority of the Moghul Sceptre^ 
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i€ Oude, that we cannot withdraw from it; 
" and we are so situated in it, that without a 

" DECISIVE INFLUENCE IN ITS ADMINISTRA- 
" TION, WE CANNOT HAVE ANY SECURITY. 

" The consequences of such a situation might 
be fatal, if the government of the country 
were secretly hostile to us ; and such, in 
my judgment, would be the situation of 
the Company, under the administration 

" of Vizier' Alii."* 



€i 



a 



<< 
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Considering that the British government 
possessed the undoubted and universally-ac- 
knowledged right of sovereignty over the $tate 
of Oude, and considering that the territory of 
Oude was not, and never had been, the pro- 
perty of any of its Nabobs, who only held 
the office of chief magistrate of that pro- 



* See Sir John Shore's (now Lord Teignmouth) Minute 
in Council, 13th Jan. 179$, before referred to<—Oud* 
Papers, &c. &c. 
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Vince, both under the M oghul constitution, 
and the English supremacy, — it appeared to 
the Governor-general to follow, as a neces- 
sary consequence, that the British govern- 
ment had an unquestionable right to dismiss 
the Nabob from his office, when the internal 
welfare of so important a dependancy, the 
stability of our supremacy over it, and the 
political interests of our Indian empire at 
large, would have been endangered by his 
continuance in it. The Governor-general 
therefore, determined to enforce the right of 
deposition. Vizier Alii was accordingly 
displaced; and Saadut Alii, the present 
Nabob, invested in the government of Oude. 

With respect to the person thus placed 
by the British government in the important 
Office of first magistrate if Oude, it is ob- 
served by Lord Teignmouth, " that every 
argument of a political nature was in hi* 
favour ; and that these arguments may l)e 
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Comprised in this reflection *—" that his 

'* WHOLE DEPENDANCE AND SUPPORT AJBUgl 
" ON THE EHQ&I8H COMPANY."* 

Thus the Nabob Saadut Alii was raised 
to the government of Oude, by the Comr 
.pany* upon the express principle of a^ com- 
plete and absolute dependence on their autho- 

'* * ' ' # 

rity; an4, v&dependancG necessarily implies 

obpdieme, he, by consequence, received it, 
upon \k& understood condition of his implicit 
compliant with /Aeir instructions, in all 
njiatters relating to the affairs of his govern- 
?n$xri, an# to that radical reform, in its <fa* 
mestic adfyfazstrqtion, which his predeces- 
sors had so often, and so earnestly been 
recommended to effect;. Nor is this condi- 
tion in any manner weakened, or remitted* 
though it be partiallv modified bv some of 



, * Lord Teignmouth's raiaute, 13th January, 1798, 
before referred to. 



Ifee stipulations of the treaty* which, oil 
this occasion, Lord Teigamouth framed, and 
included between the C6mpaiiy and the 
Nabob. 



By this treaty it Wias> among other things* 
stipulated,—-" Fttsif that the English Com* 
pany; 1 having made a large augmentation to 
their • military establishment in Oude, thi 
Nabob agreed, in addition to the annual 
stobjsidy, before paid, to pay in perpetuity 
thfe further sum of nineteen lacs, twenty* 
two thousand three-hundred and sixty-two 
tiipees, making together the sum- of seventy^ 
Stat lots of rupees, or, ih pounds sterlings 
912,G00£ dnd this sum to be punctually 
paidi month by month, as it became due ;— 
Second, that the English forces, maintained 
in Oude for its defence; should never consist 
of Uss than 10,000 men, — and if at any 
time it should become necessary to augment 
the English troops in Oude, beyond the 

e 2 
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number of 13,000 men, the Nabob agreed 
to pay the . actual difference occasioned by* 
the excess above that number ; — Third, th^t 
the exclusive possession of the fortress of 
Allahabad, should be made over to the Com- 
pany, together with a sum of money suffi- 
cient for improving the fortifications;— 
Fourth, that, as the payment of the Com- 
pany's troops depends on the regular dis- 
charge of the subsidy, the Nabob engaged .. 
to exert his utmost endeavours to discharge 
the stipulated monthly payments with punc- 
tuality ; but if, contrary to his sincere in- 
tentions and exertions, these payments should 
fall into arrear, the Nabob engaged and pro- 
mised to give such security to the Com- 
pany, for the discharge of the existing ar- 
rears, and the future regular payments, as 
should be deemed satisfactort ;-— Fifth, 
tjiat as by the engagements thus entered 
into between the Company and the Nabob, 
the amount of the r subsidy was considerably 
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increased, and many other permanent dfctarges 
upon his Excellency were incurred, — on. a 
comparison of his disbursements with the 
assets of the country, it became necessary 
to make such reductions in the superfluous 
charges of the public establishments, &c. &a 
as might be requisite, or as were consistent 
with the main tainance of the Nabob's dig- 
nity ; and the Nabob agreed to consult with 
the English governments, and in concert 
with them, to devise the proper objects of 
such reductions, and the best means of 
effecting them ;— Sixth, that as the political 
interests of ttie Company and the Nabob 
were the same, it was agreed, that all 
correspondence between the Nabob and any 
foreign power should be carried on with the 
knowledge and concurrence of the Company ; 
and the Nabob agreed, that no correspon- 
dence, contrary to the tenor of this article, 
should be carried on by him ; — Seventh, that 
the Nabob should not entertain any European 
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pf any description, in his service, nor allow 
any to settle in the country, ivithout the conn 
tent of the Company; — and eighth, that 
the Nabab should possess full authority over 
his household affairs, his hereditary domi- 
nions, his troops, and his subjects." 

These stipulations confirm and ratify the 
principle on which Saadut Alii was placed 
by the English, at the head of the govern- 
ment of Oude. They established the entire 
political dependence of the Nabob on the 
Company, by positively restricting him from 
holding any correspondence with any foreign 
fnnjuer, without their consent : they place the 
military, power of the state altogether under 
the authority of the Company, by authori- 
sing them to augment, at their discretion, 
the forces permanently stationed for its pro^ 
tectiQn, to an indefinite amount; arid by 
hir$irfg the Nabob, to defray the additional 
charge of such augmentation, theytecdjgw 
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nize the necessity 6f reforming the systeife 
of civil administration in Oude, by binding 
the Nabob to act in concert with the British 
government, in effecting a reduction of thfc 
public establishments, in order that th* 
revenues of* the state might be improve*^ 
and thereby rendered adequate to the in- 
creased charges of subsidy : and they leave 
the administration 6f the internal govern- 
ment, as it was before, under the authority 
of the Nabob. 

* . • " 

• Such, Evidently, is the spirit and sensfe rif 
thte treaty Which Lord Teigrimouth cori^ 
eluded with Sa&dut AIR. Bat the accustei* 
of Ldtfd WcOesley have laid great stress oft 
ib&lmt timse, upe» the presumption that 
It vested & ctegr66 of autitority in the Nabob, 
which precluded the iiM;6tfei*nGe^ arid &!&* 
tdarddl hiki indfepeadatit of the ebhtroul ctf 
tiae British govefirinettt^ in regard " to hftr 
household affairs, his dominions, histrobpJ?, 
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and his subjects." The real meaning, how- 
ever, of this clause clearly is, that the 
Natiob should possess full authority over his 
household, his troops, and the dominions and 
people of Oude f so far as regarded the cus- 
tomary administration of his domestic go* 
Vernment, 

This degree of authority necessarily be- 
longed to the Nabob, as first magistrate of 
the country ; but it in no manner contra- 
vened, or invalidated that paramount con- 
trolling power of the Company over him, 
in all matters of importance, to which his 
.predecessors had been invariably subject, to 
which he himself owed his elevation, and 
which was ratified by all the other stipula- 
tions, as well as by the general spirit and 
tenor of the treaty in question. The literal 
signification of the words, — " he shall have 
" full authority over his hereditary do~ 
lf minions and subjects 9 ~~ii equally re* 
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pugnant to the truth of history, and to the 
nature of our relations with the state of 
Oude: for I have sh6wn that none of 
Saadut-AUi's family ever possessed any 
dominions at all ; that their authority over 
Oude originated in their being governors of 
that province under the Moghul emperor to 
whom it belonged ; and, that after its con- 
quest by the English, they were continued 
in it, as the political vassals of our govern- 
ment 

But even if the literal signification 4 of 
those words had been historically true, it 
would nevertheless have been wholly in-*- 
admissible in the interpretation of this 
treaty ; because it is irreconcilable with its 
other clauses, as well as with its general 
spirit, and with the principle on which it 
was framed. In such a case, we are bound 
to interpret the adverse clause in a sense 
which shall be consonant to the other parts 
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of the treaty. We must consider the whole 
treaty together, in order perfectly to under* 
stand the jtrue sense of any particular clause ; 
and we must give to each expression, not so 
much the signification of which it in- 
dividually admits, as that which it ought to 
have from the context and spirit of the 
treaty. Upon this maxim of natural reason, 
which is laid down in the Roman law,* and 
which is observed in -all laws, in the inter* 
pretation of covenants, I have explained 
the meaning of the clause in question, upon 
which the accusers of Lord Wellesley had 
fastened, if not with the dexterity of so- 
phistry, at least with the eagerness of a con-* 
scious weakness. 

This treaty, together with the principle on 
Which it was framed, and the right of de- 
ft ibcivile est, nisi cota lege perapefctt, u&a aliqua p*f *» 
tfcujaejue proposita, judicare, vel respondere— F/<// Digest, 
lib. i, ///. iii, de le gibus ^ /. 24. 
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position which *it established, was finally 
ratified by the Court of Directors, who ex- 
pressed their approbation of it in terms of the 
mopt unqualified applayse. " After an atten- 
" tive perusal/' they observe, " of the 
" several minutes and letters of the latQ 
" Qovernor-general, which contain a most 
*' able, elaborate, and impartial detail of 
'/ all #je circumstances which led to a cte- 
" mion, by whioh Vizier Alii was deposed, 
" and Saddut Alii placed upon the musnud, 
we have not the least hesitation in pro- 
nouncing, that, in that decision, the just 
i€ right of inheritance has been supported, 
" and the honour, the reputation, and the 
*' justice of the Company's government 
*' firity maintained"* 



€4 



it 



• * Extract of a general Letter to Bengal, in as far as 
regards Sir John Shore's conduct in the arrangements 
for Oude, dated 15th May, 1796. — Oude Papers, No* 3 
in No. 1, 
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* From the brief historical account which 
I hare thus given you of the family of the 
Nabob of Oude, and of the origin, the 
progress, the nature, and the spirit of our 
connection with that state, you will, I con- 
ceive, be fully satisfied, that the assumption 
on which the charge proceeds, of the 
Nabob Vizier being the sovereign of a state 
perfectly independant, is totally and com- 
pletely unfounded. But, on the contrary, 
you will agree, from the extent and variety 
of the evidence which has been adduced, 
that the following facts, essential to the main 
Question at issue, are fully substantiated. 

First* Neither Saadut-Alli, the present 
Nabob of Oude, nor any of his family ever 
possessed, or had the smallest pretensions to, 
either the title or dignity of a prince, or 
the sovereignty of Oude. 

Second. Oude was a subah, or province, 
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of the Moghul empire, which, according ty 

r 

tfre constitution of that empire, was go- 
verned by an officer called a Subahdar, 
who also possessed the title of Nabob. 

Third. The ancestor* . the grandfather, 
and the father of the present Nabob of 
Qude, were Subahdars, or governors of tha£ 
province, appointed by their sovereign, ths 
Jkfoghul Emperor, whom they represented, 
find from whom they derived all their 
authority and ppwer. 

Fourth. In addition to the office of go- 
vernor of Oude, the grandfather and father 
of the present Nabob, filled the high office 
of Vizier, or first minister of the Moghul 
empire. 

fifth. Though those officers, taking ad- 
vantage of the vast authority with which 
tfcsy w^re invited, and of the weakness to 
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which th« power of their master wa£ then 
reduced, had appropriated to themselves tfe^ 
revenues of Oude, from which they paid 
only an annual tribute to the royal trtfastiiyj, 
yet neither of them ever attempted to 
cast-off 4iis dependance on his soVftrfcigri, 
until, in the year 17&5, Sujah-ud-Dtew&lfr 
formed the scheme of driving the English 
from Hindustan, and in execution of thai 
scheme waged war against Jtheta, in direct 
opposition to the positive orders* of th6 
Emperor. 

Sixth. The result of that war- was the 

ENTIRE CONQUEST 0? OUBE BY THE ENGLISH, 

and the surrender of Sujah-ud-DoWlahV 

WHO THREW HIMSELF ON THEIR MERCY. 

Seventh. The English having thereby 
acquired the unquestionable right of dispo- 
sing of Oude in any manner they thought 
most conducive to their own interest*, re* 
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$tored Siyah-ud-DowIab to the government of 
that province, under the stipulations of a com* 
pact, made .with the concurrence, and executed 
under the seal of the Moghul Emperor. 

Eighth. By virtue of that compact the 
province of Oude.was placed under the en- 
tire protection of the English, and tb& 
Nabob was boim d to defray the expense* $f 
such protection : so that, in effect, th£ 
Nabob wa& thereby made •completely de** 
pendant on the military pow&r, and Subject 

to the political authority of the-English. 

« 

Ninth. By several subsequent covenanted 
and by various other transaction fcetweea 
the English and the Nabob, their authority 
over him was progressively increased^ 
in so much " that throughout all Iotha" 
the English dominiQns, and the^ pjroviftec 

of Oude, " WERE CONSIDERED AS FORMING 

" o#e. state/* and thaj:, in the opinio© of 
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the inhabitants of Oude themselves, as well 
ns of all the other natives of Hindustan, 
that province was considered as a " de- 
" pendant fief" of the English govern* 
ment. 



Tenth. That such likewise was the opi- 
nion of Marquis Cornwallis, of Lord Teign- 
mouth, of the Court of Directors, and of 
the Board of Control, all of whom 
thought that the exercise of a decisive au- 
thority over Oude, by the English govern- 
ment, was absolutely essential, not only to 
the internal prosperity of that province, but 
to the security of our own dominions in 
Hindustan. 



Eleventh. On this principle, Marquis 
Cornwallis thought himself justified in ex- 
ercising a direct and positive control qver 
the government of Oude, not only in its 
political and military relation?,, but. also in 
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its civil affairs, by making his approbation 
indispensable in the choice, and his sanction 
necessary in the appointment of its public 
ministers ; by instructing those ministers in 
the duties of their official functions ; by 
recommending to the Nabob, and to them, 
in the spirit of authority, a plan of reform 
for the domestic government of the country; 
and by informing the ministers, that they 
were responsible to the English govern- 
ment for RESTORING OuDE to a FLOURISH* 
ING STATE. 



Twelfth. Lord Teignmouth pursued th$ 
tame mode of control over the conduct of 
the Nabob's ministers/ and remonstrated 
with the Nabob himself, in the strongest 
terms, on the growing evils inherent in the 
system of his domestic government, and on 
the necessity of his reforming it according 
to the plan which Marquis Cornwallis had 
.•o strenuously recommended :— And, oa 
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two memorable occasions, £ord Teignmoutli 
found it necessary to pi^t in actual farce the 
paramount authority of the English over 
the government qf Oude ;-^-lst. by disposing 
of the Rohilla J^gbeer, contrary to the 
wishes pf the Nabob :— 2d. by deposing 
Vizier Alii, the acknowledged son and pre* 
fumptive heir of Assof-ud-Dowlah, after the 
|£riglish government had publicly sanctioned 
his elevation to the Nabobship, and by 

PLACING SAADUT ALLI UT THAT STATION. 

Thirteenth. Lord Teignmouth concluded 
& tileaty witfjt &radut Alii, whoib he tad 
thus raised to the Nabobship , whereby that; 
entire .political and military power, which 
the English had always exercised over this 
their " dependant fief/* was fully ra* 
ti fied by positive 9nd express stipulations ; 
whfcreby the Nabob was bound to pay to the 
English government, out of the revenues of 
Qud&iib& animal sum of nine hundred and 
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twelve thousand pounds, in otder to support 
tiie expense of that paramount power, which 
was thus definitively established; and where- 
by he was moreover bound to defray the 
expense of any augmentation to the military 
establishment in Qudc* which the English 
government ijiight hereafter think it necessary, 
to make. 



/ 



These facta proye inccmtestibly, the com- 
plete paramount power and authority pos- 
. sessed by the English government over the 
province of Oude, and the progressive in- 
crease of that power and authority from the* 
origin of their connection with it, up to the 
conclusion of the treaty of 1798* Hence 
then, Oude was a " dependant fief," and, 
by necessary consequence, the Nabob was a 
vassal of the English government 

I shall now proceed to. shew JP«» l*t/ 
"Jfcat such being $be real wture o/ the ye^ 

f2 
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lation between the English government and the 
Nabob of Oude, the right of paramount au- 
thority over him, which Lord Wellesley en- 
forced, is founded on the established principles 
of universal justice. 2d. That there had ex- 
isted, for a long period of time, a general ne- 
cessity for exercising this right, in order to 
effect a radical reformation in the internal 
government of the country. And, 3d. 
That, superadded to this general necessity, 
there was, at the commencement of Lord 
Wellesley' s administration, a particular po- 
litical necessity, which rendered the imme- 
diate exercise of this right indispensable to 
the security of the British dominions in 
Hindustan. 

First . The accusers of Lord Wellesley 
contend, that whatever virtual rights the 
Company may have possessed over the go- 
vernment of Oude, from the general nature 
and spirit of their connection vrotfc it, yet, 
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tinder the stipulations of the treaty of 1798, 
no rights could be justly exercised, except 
such as those stipulations expressly autho- 
rized; and as those stipulations did not 
sanction the right of coercive interference in 
the internal affairs of that province, tjic 
exercise of it on our part, v. r as a violation 
of our covenant with, the Nabob. — But 
these profound logicians have overlooked 
this important consideration, that there are 
certain rights inherent in the civil consti- 
tution of mankind, which, unless covenants 
expressly restrain, they are always under* 
stood to recognize. Every man has a right 
to demand reparation for an injnry which 
his interests are sustaining, through the mis* 
conduct, or negligence of any person with 
whom he may have contracted an engage* 
ment in which those interests are essentially 
involved. And so far from his contract 
precluding him from insisting on adequate 
reparation, unless it expressly contains such 
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a power, it becomes forfeited by the 
party guilty of the misconduct or negligence, 
from the very circumstance of those inte- 
rests having thereby suffered, which it was 
designed to protect. 

This right is founded on the principle, 
that the protection of men's property and 
interests being essential to the existence of 
fcivil society, all acts, or omissions, by which 
tfrfcy shall receive any material detriment, 
ought in justice to be punished. The 
sound wisdom and morality of this prin- 
fcfple has rendered its equity and usefulness 
universally manifest. Combining in itself 
the idea of preserving the benefits of the 
labour, with that of inciting the active 
virtues of mankind, it has been adopted into 
all the most distinguished civil codes 'which 
have prevailed in the world. Ih the Roman 
law, in the feudal law of Europe, in the 
law of England, and in the Mohammedan 
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law, both as it is laid down in the writings 
of the Arabian lawyers, and as it was 
modified under the Moghul institutions, it 
forms a fundamental maxim of equity. * 



* The authorities to which you* may refer on this sub- 
ject are almost innumerable J but you may conveniently 
consult, Domat's abridgement of the Civil and Public 
Law ; Wright, or Spelman, on Feudal Law and Tenures— 7 
and Hamilton* s Translation of the H eddy a, or System of 
Mohammedan Law. This code of Mohammedan Law, 
however, is only in part practised under the Mussulman 
governments of Hindustan, Whiere the' celebrated system 
of Abu Hanifah, inodified in some particulars by 
Moghul institutions and customs, more generally prevail?* 
Of the numerous commentaries on this system, nothing 
has been translated into any European language, except a 
Ihort Tract on Inheritance, of which Sir William Jones 
has given an ErigHsh version. But in all the different 
systems of Mussplman law, the principle which I have 
stated is clearly laid down, and a set of rules founded 
upon it, analogous to those of the laws of Europe. 

As to our own la#§, it is unnecessary to make any 
reference. You know that the principle Is explained at 
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Accordingly, in those systems of juris- 
prudence, the rule of right which I have 
laid down, is applicable to all persons what- 
ever. But between a paramount and his 
vassal, or a landlord and his tenant, there 
exists a right of a still stronger nature. 

If a man receives from another, under a 
special contract, during life, the manage- 
ment and usufruct of any particular pro- 
perty in land, in which the granter retains 
a considerable interest, not only in its re- 
version, but in its annual produce, the tenant 
who enjoys the property shall be account- 
able to his landlord for the use which he 
shall make of it : and, if any material waste 
be committed, or suffered, in that property, 
either by any voluntary act, or by the omission 

great length by Sir Edward Coke ; and the practical rules 
stated and elucidated by Blackstone, in the chapters oa 
Waste, and on Forfeiture. 
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of any necessary duty, the tenant shall 
forfeit both his contract and the land which 
he has thus wasted; unless the contract 
contains a specific clause to exempt him 
from the penalty. Now, by waste is meant, 
not only that demolition in the temporary 
profits of the land, but the destruction of 
the land itself, by rendering it desolate and 
unproductive : so that in the eye of the law, 
no civil offence can be of a more heinous 
nature than that mismanagement, or neg- 
ligence, from which such ruinous conse- 
quences inevitably flow. 

Hence, in the laws of England, the statute 
directs, that the tenant shall not only lose 
and forfeit the place wherein the waste 
was committed, but also treble damages. 
And, according to the Mohammedan law, 
the possessor of an estate for life, is liable 

tO the IMPRISONMENT OF HIS PERSON, OS Well 

as to the forfeiture of that estate, if by 
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his misconduct he iryures the property com* 
' tnitted to his trust. 

, The equity of this rule, therefore, will 
not be questioned by Englishmen, who see 
it practised every day in the courts of 
Westminster-hall ; much less will it be 
objected to by the Mussulmans of India, 
who know it to have been promulgated by 
the Arabian legislators, and sanctioned by 
the most renowned of their Moghul princes, 
whose joint authority, in all legal affairs, 
they would account it sacrilege to impeach. 

If then, the equity of these rules of civil 
wisdom be admitted, in dispensing justice to 
individuals in the common transactions of 
life, with how much greater force must it be 
felt, when applied to the affairs of nations ; 
in which the interests and happiness of so 
many millions of men are concerned, and 
in whieji, therefore, the waste and deterio- 
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ration ot property arising from negligence 
and misrule, must be productive of such 
extensive calamity • 

A paramount state, therefore, which shall 
have committed to its vassal, during life, 
tinder the stipulations of a covenant, the 
domestic government of any province, over 
which it retains the supreme political 
and military pdwer, together with a large 
portion of its revenues for the support of 
that power, possesses the just right to make 
that vassal accountable for the manner in 
which he shall administer its affairs. And 
if/ through any mismanagement, omission, or 
negligehce of the vassal, the province shall 
have suffered waste, the paramount state 
has k right to demand from him the resti- 
tution of the country, the government of 
which, together with ius covenant, he has, 
by his toisconduct, completely forfeited. 
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Hence, then, the British government 
possessed that just and indisputable right, 
not merely of coercive interference in the 
domestic affairs of its " dependant fief," 
(the province of Oude,) but also of compel* 
ling its vassal, (the Nabob,) to surrender 
back that province, -vhich, according to the 
established rules of equity, sanctioned by 
those laius which he is bound to obey, as well 
as by those of every civilized nation, he had 
for ever forfeited, in consequence of his 
having, either through contumacy or ornis- 
sion, made no endeavour whatever to remedy 
that pernicious system of administration, 
which both he and his predecessors had been 
to often instructed to reform, which origi- 
nally produced that deplorable waste, which 
his own peculiar misgovernment had so 
largely extended, and which was dilapidating 
the revenues, impoverishing the people, 
and fast reducing the country to a state of 
wretchedness, anarchy, and despair, calcu- 
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lated at once to invite the hostility of our 
enemies, and to render it a source of endless 
distress to ourselves. 



Of the Nabob's misgovern ment, of the 
additional calamities which it brought on 
the country, and of the consequent general 
necessity ^hich there existed for the exercise 
of the right in question, the clearest and 
most irrefragabie evidence shall now be ad- 
duced. Second. — It has been already stated, 
that the civil condition of Oude had, for a 
long period of time, exhibited a most afflict- 
ing picture of dilapidation and misrule ; and 
that it had consequently been an object of 
increasing anxiety and uneasiness to the 
British government. This condition arose 
partly from the radical defects of the Nabob's 
system of government, and partly from the 
rapaciousness, corruption, and depravity, 
which prevailed in all its different depart- 
ments, and which characterized the conduct 
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of its public officers. These abuses, which 
existed long before* the province became 
subject to the paramount authority of the 
English, must infallibly have soon produced 
a total dissolution of the Nabob's govern- 
ment, were it not for the partial subordi- 
nation which that authority inspired : and 
though the policy which we pursued was 
ill adapted to arrest the rapid progress of* 
such enormous evils, it undoubtedly saved* 
the country from internal rebellion, as well 
as from foreign invasion. 

In the administrations of Marquis Cqrn- 
wallis and of Lord Teign mouth, our policy 
in regard to Oude was greatly improved; 
the real nature of our connection with it 
was more clearly defined ; a firmer and more 



t This fact is candidly stated by the native historian 
Gholaum Hassein Khan, in his Seir M&tdkbarcen, or Vtevi 
ef Modern Times. 
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uniform tone of authority was observed in 
our correspondence with the Nabob ; the 
military defence of the country was consi-* 
durably strengthened ; a plan for reforming 
its internal government was recommended $ 
and the whole powers of persuasion and re-? 
monstrance, respecting the necessity of that 
plan being adopted, were completely ex- 
hausted. Still, howsve*, the Nabob's go- 
yernment continued unreformed; the state 
of the country, by consequence, had become 
progressively worse; and Assof-ud Dowlahr 
died, without having made the smallest at-* 
tempt, or even indicated any sincere desire 
to make any reparation for the vices of his 4 
qwu profligate administration, arid^or the 
deep injury which the British interests had 
thereby sustained, by complying with the 
repeated recommendation which he had re- 
ceived, to remove the grievous evils pf that 
oppressive system under which the people 
too severely suffered. 



/ 
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Under these circumstances, the British 
government would have been clearly and 
amply justified, according to the principles 
I have laid down, in dissolving the incorri- 
gible government of this its " dependant 
Fief," and in annexing the province to its 
other dominions in Hindustan, 

But Lord Teignmouth finally adopted the 
policy of placing Saadut Alii in the Nabob- 
ship ; as well from a respect which he 
thought due to the family of Sujah-ud-Dow- 
lah, as from a hope that Saadut Alli's known 
love of oeconomy, and his sense of gratitude 
to the Company for his elevation, would in- 
duce him to carry into immediate execution, 
that reformation in the domestic government 
of Oude, in which his own prosperity, the 
interests of the Company, and the happiness 
of the people were equally concerned. Yet; 
though S&adut Alii was raised to the go~ 
vernment with this view, as well as upon 
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the understood condition of his -reforming ^ 
its abases, and under an express stipulation 
to make reductions in the public establish* 
merits, we find, at the end of two years aftef 
Jie bad been in possession of the Nabobship^ 
the different branches of his administration 
performing their functions precisely in thfli 
iame corrupt and disorderly manner <ha* 
they had done for twenty-four years before;* 

#ThisiktissUtedby theNabobhiraselfin the mo* 
explicit terms, ia a letter to the Governor-general. " ft 
H must," says he, " be well ^known to your Lordship, 
" that, for these four and twenty years past, the admmistra* 
" t ion of afitirs in^biscotmtry bos ken in a st^ of disorder* 
— &* Oude Papers, No.$,p. 22. 

In another letter to *he Governor-general the Nabol) 
apologizes for a delay in the payment of the stipulated suk* 
.fifty, by urging, aa a cause of that delay, * that the organi- 
** xatimxA the Sirkar, (state) which had, *» a teng period 
" <rftiihe,beenvei7/«^an4ri?^/rf, is KOw,inth«tA^r 
* MCREE, ineffective and irr*gular.--Oud*~i*eplri> tf#,.t» 
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no retrenc hme nt* whatever made in any of 
Iris establishments, the revenues of Oude, by 

IllS OW5 CONFESSION, DAILY DECLINING ; # 

an arrear of Jbur hundred and seventy-fice 
thousand pounds due to the British troops 
'employed in its defence ; the Nabob's pro- 
vincial troops in a state of mutiny from dis- 
affection to his person, as well as from the 
want of actual subsistence ; the cultivators 
of the land groaning under the most merci- 
less oppressions ; the people at large unpro- 
tected by any administration, either of criminal 
or. civil justice; and these primary sources 
of ruin, together with the numerous subor- 



# The Nabob's own words are, " The approaching failure 
° of the resmrces is to be ascribed to the precarious realixa- 
11 tion of the revenues, and to the declining assets of 
« the country . n —$ee Nabob's Utter to Col. Scott, 17th N*>„ 
1 800. Oude Papers, 3, See also his admission confirmed 
•nd elucidated, in the official dispatches of Col. Scott, the 
resident in Oude, to the Governor-general — Oude Papers, 
No. $ } passim. .„.-. m 




dimtte evils naturally incident ttf them, con* , 
spiring. to accelerate the civil distriKtion of 
the country. 

The 'truth of this general description* of 
Oudej wider the government of S&ydut 
Alii, is abundantly prdved, both by the offi- 
cial documents, and by the minutes of oral 
evidence taken before thei House of Cpm- 
mons, in support of the Oude charge. But 
as you, who have never seen the calamitous 
spectacle of a Mussulman government lit 
India, can form no adequate notion of its 
monstrous corruptions, and cruel depravities, I 
shall fill up the picture with a delineation of 
its minuter parts. • '. ■ * 

An account of the mode in Which the dif- 
fererit departments of the government were 
administered, will at Once furnish you with 
tbe real causes of the decay of the country, 
and tftfnvincfc you of the necessity either of 

q2 



reformation, or thw 
syateiA so inherently 



" The revenue of the state/' says Mr* 
&irke> " is the state* la effect all depend* 
u Ufton it, whether for support, or for re± 
^Jwmttiofo: it is the spring of all power, 
f* Mid becomes> in its administration, the* 
4 agAere i£ ewenjr active virtue."-- *In the 
States of India, inhere the revenue is almost 
tttircty drawn from the land rents, it i* 
direotlyccmnected with the agriculture of the 
country ; the prosperity e£ which* therefore; 
Appends upon th£ rate at which the land is 

Itssessed, and ita stnt to govcnuftfcttt col~ 

lected. 

' Under the Mosftrihnan igovernoients, since 
the fall of the Moghul empire* then* has 
-been no standard of assessment in the re- 
venues } the cultivators ate subject to de^ 




orbital ; & faJhW6 irt the» paynfteriU dea& 
sarQy foHoivs ,- and toe eoHeetioiiS areal^% 
made 1 bjf art <rnfc«rf ,/&*<:£, attached to tfct 
•JhiifaildSir; t*r ciillteW. . c. ; j * ,0£ 

* r s 

But in Oude, the" toritettental vice* «F 
this general system'^ gfeafff auj 
by numerous avUsy p*uB*r ^«ba#<<arfc&fe 
from the corruption of the government, and 
the insatiable ifcp&ftjr of & WYe^ie4ol- 

-tectoW* =••::.;-.;»:;.•■■■.■_•:. \::-. , >.; olioo 

-:.: •) v> < ■'av.' /> '.,^j ;|: ■ : ,u"'"'. ^->;; .'- «3j 

. W ifcoSe" e*B&tttfe, &* ttafcoV ftfltad 
the itfiele re*fc*ue3, -<htt« ^,"jn^eife«, ^Ab 
ivhotelank <rf®Hs<mt^i l . Wte.vtejfam, 
'■toy granting te#*»$f 4feNg fUffiS^eht -^sttfats 
fteih yea*' to •y&r^lln*' Wfl^o*:inifa«rfo»f 
-these ti&b^ fre&lB«$ufe& i«<pieaseV a»> 
e*f(fittg t^ tb^ pb#^'Oi^t^art ^ ttonioaw- 
Iws, id tempting fatf «v*i&& W «&>&»- 
•*obV by ending' hft*' ex^MbHantirenO^ft^o 
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the highest bidder, ? without tfee sa^Uest 
jcpnudentfioq. or regaq}* ; o^ the pajt of the 
$abob, ,to the character of the person;, either 
for integrity or ability,,, to jvji^m _,]» was 
confiding so important a trust. Hence the 
planner in which .the r collectors, execqte4 

this trust, correspqnfk^ with tb& base . pfipr 
«ple p^i^qb tbey^^taLned.itt ;f:;;: . ,., 

-loAtftheconjaReuqea^fiql: of, eveiy yeaj, -thp 
collectors, or their deputies entered into^cMh 
ten engagements with the ryots, or culti- 
iSWtaW Qf the 1a^ .^)^hR^ eugageq^qnts, 
•fte ,r^.>sjt^u|atedrto f bc. J p^. ; waft : tu#u^}}jr 

jModentaari iirdet itftj«»c<»iifflag e th&vry&vjp 
?«dli«ai;eiifci*ftliterg«f*i<pQritit>n #f <laod ,qf 

iwhkb hia<m«Mis Tfeftul4 f*dfl»it<; j bitf as so^n 

-mtfedwi j& »«m engagement, ipuflM«4 or* $4- 
-ctitfatkia '«£ thdir, v*c<s*l wafetynoJlifi un%- 
(tnaajbe cultivator, /swsaijef o£ r ,^wn$Ujy,|ff 

dgnyrtiBtrancc, aiwjl tafpj&gSuoCr &&&& jysi*- 



ally ^^itted, with gijlent reluqtanqe, to tb^f 
depiand,;,;|>ut ^ro^^n^s, ui ; ;ilvq anguish;,^ 

their hearts, or^i^'M^PTm^ti^i thfiff 
resentment, . they suffered the crops to be 
burnt/Wd destrjayeA by Ibe ^uny rather^ tbtin 

Jfoeir^ppnressojsy.j More, frequently, hjowjj 
enfer^the collectors,; placed,, guards oyer th^ 
Cf ops ; , directed > tbeip to be, cut down, .and 

^Impropriated the , v$u>}e to [their own *dh 

•• • ■ 

LCl #roj$^ia;hofl#>le pr^|ee, : ? whic;h unjjteA 

Ste:i*Wfc¥*#** S99& fejwqwi; rapacity. «| 
Jwbaiaa^ t yr$k Jtoiu4ftfi& . and.-relentle^ 
a?arige ? .p£ a.decfeiing sj^zatipn, , th,e, jnoa* 

l^^i^l^dcM^effrM^tbiHiqul^ya^d; and 

couraged by the Mabj^tta^undeijriMqpsieur 
Perron, upon the "Western frontier of Oude, 
*bflndone£ ttyar najfyfthpmcfcin great,num- 



& 



i, and sought an asrflttm in that cotfntry; 

* • t 

which was wsbjeet fe> the authority of fh& 



:■'.!'«»■ *-.■ : . ■ '• . . .'■:'.. 



' tfhe rapacity of *hc' ecflectors; however;, 
continued to increase in p r oportion 1 to 1 tjhA- 
decay of thel country-. Possessing tarty a 
teniporgry interest in thfe land, their sole 
ifcfects ahd cotisidenttiotf w*s to enrich thenV 
seJrea, during the* peribtf' of their lease, h^ 
all sorts of extortion, alike regardless of 
every principle of good faith, and of every 
feeli^ of-hufttsM^ ''*«t it sometimes 
!j< yeitfal the etfeet of a reWbutrVti 
*, that the oppression which tfieyprac* 
&m, it lasr*W8ri«* *Hfcl«serWI ;■ add 1 that 
ffe *al^ ^tf*Je^BBctot* , ftSSng &• fc» 
e^age«to, J se1«* fl^lfteWtJalth wfifcfl 
toehatf thW ifaiquitotttry amassed, shA Uh± 
Wared hin> ittit Amgeottv 

* ■ . 
i ... , 
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^roted V thc testimony of Lord Cbrfr* 
W&lisy* whoy in his letter^ 1 tne N&boft- 
Assof-tad-Bo^laJr; hfe<descKt^i!MlWt)i 
great force, and with Ctoisfderafcl^ irihitfte- 
ifiirtssr &dTt£e iwtotfmttaft^ of fhetn'J 'tinder 
&e goVeritraeni ' of ibe ' prtHat^ N&ob; 
Saadut Alii, id' attested *^r the Gntclai dis- 
patches of the British Resident in Oude, f 
ad **9 a*by the e*ftehee ^Mifjor'&tiely, 

M*«iv# 9€¥vic&, and *fce Was cfifckiWfhc 
Bar of ' the &>fts* of" Cbflrtn^, *# tte %^ 
cuser of Lord Wellesley, to substantiate the 
rjferge 1 foquestidn. </ : V*. ■:>■£ o/:t ■■ 



:;■/: 



< : > i • * ' J J ". ■ ■ ' . 

s 

'■ '" ' , o* being • ^festidneft a* to 
t^ state of <He ^ Whittles vof OiwJe, tttier 




tteiftifgtiiMfa&isf < &e pflieWiHaftoly, ; an- 

*•'*"} ■ .. * ■.■'■ « > 1 ■»»■ ■ * ; • i ■ ■'-»*■•. i 

■ - *- -^ a ' ■ - •• f * j ■-•*- * _ : p .».•»»■;■.«* - i - . j* . ;%, . 

+ Oude Papers, Ne. S ia «. 






f IbidroprVNo. IS. 



0Q 

swtiqdjf,.." T^at they were in a state of 

• • fa 

" :< A3fyU^f; ; PftCRftAfiB OR DECAY, from th? 

K:W4^^Wff*%» pf the undcit aumilf, 
II. {tfte coUectoi^ i flppi}ties) rin the ..time of 
f.' ;w}tWo^-jud-Po.wlaJbi ?l . *$£..W the .31ME of 

*m iflUdfc ««WWW*AJPU will .be able t*» 

IfflTOJaUW^ty aficwffrtei WtiWi ^om, the fcl- 
l^y^g ^tjesjDestipf *he British; resident : . . ■ 

xilj '■»,':ii)Ki;J.:.o':;^. >>J .vm]-- ! \ .< '•,::. I '■> . v. ■••;:• 

" The decrease," says.h^.^ in S rthe, : i£, 
sources of these districts, proceeds not 
;'; ^»ii«WJS^^dtfte»wlHsh l (J^ have 

" the different aumils to whose charge they 



€€ 



44 






* See the Minutes of Evidence on the Oude Charge, 

P- 65 * ..:. ..//I A - ■■■ - .;« . 
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44 haw been .entrusted ; and this septate 
7/> appears : ta, have : beipq ^lt^ore^evef^ly 
" <&: ^tj pa& of Rt^ilca^, TC&eh^h© 
« fallen ^^tJ^-hsu^^o^tlif^lM)^ Ytim 
" than in any other division of his Excel - 
" ;.kncj $j Jejritpfly. . r <&!&» assertion, no 

f-'jftlft^W ^r^sh^l. . by the following 
** : incontrovertible ; facts, :— The distrigj; { of 
Bareilly,, whpfy ged$d \tp . : , the $Tabo)> . v iflt 
."nJ.7.74, JW?14S& afj/ft4 ri $p4 an. aiunvri^T 

-' '..and .^Qes j not a/ /w^jpaduce an^j 

» * ■ • 

*( lace & ' .' * »■ 

T f * • r • ■ 

^# J »i . .: ».»j'W' ».' < . il; • l,'^ . i -L. ..■■.■'« ; « i . . I . . 

1 
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•..(ted* Urns t!he manner myrfaeh ffie re- 
ireniie department of thfe government of 
Otidd ina conducted, and such the dflapi- 

dafidrt Which it naturally produced. 

.'•.■ ' '. . . 

Witin this dfepartinent, that of the military 
\fras intimately connected* and iiidefed wiBor- 
Ornate to it. The proviriite being prirteeteA 
froth all external enemies bf the English 
torfcfcs, the Nabobs trodp^ -Wdre < maintained 
Solely as an instalment of internal tyraAny* 
«bid Were net&r exercised bW 1ft quelling 
flhto^fe tnmtrMs Vhicli they at ariee eon- 
limited to foment, by the example of their 
*6Sfrri' Insubordination, and to exasperate- into 
*&ty, by th£ Wry fc-ueMe* with #hie& : >&# 
endeavoured tor stipprete thetii. L Those 
ttmtrlts origifiktleditt cond: ting the retfemies, 
tfte only service iii wftidh the troops were 
regularly employed. They were conse- 
quently placed under the absolute and ex- 
clusive command of the revenue collector, 
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by whom they were paid, and whotx^ 
therefore, on the Asiatic principle of fidelity 
to the master whose salt is eaten, the/- 
would alone ob$y. 

The troops, thus placed at the uncon* 
trolled disposal of the collectors of thf 
revenue* consisted in the whole of 10,800 
horsemen, 55 battalions of infantry, a con* 
siderabk body of artillerymen, and 10,009 
peons, or armed attendants. The annual 
expense of these establishments amounted 
to ^g 735,600 sterling, which sum the col* 
lectors deducted from die revenues paid to 
government. Of this sum, however, though 
it was made a regular charge in the returns 
to the Nabob, there was only a part paid to 
the troops, who were kept constantly in 
^considerable arrear. This circumstance 
produced and fostered that spirit of mutiny 
and passion for plunder, which constituted 
the only principle of their union and eo- 



herence. And the Collectors, in- orflef tti 
appease that spirit, by gratifying the pas-* 
sion with which it was connected, or by 
any mode rather than by paying the 
arrears, annually granted to the troops 
assignments on those districts in which the 
land-rents were with the greatest difficulty 
collected. Those assignments were conse- 
quently made on the lands of the more 
wealthy and powerful Zemindars, * or land* 



* The Zemindars, both under the Moghul constitution* 
and under the governments of their ancient Hindft 
princes, were public officers, whose duty it was to supers 

intend the cultivation of the land, and the , management 

> » 

and collection of the rents. They were appointed by a 
commission from the sovereign, called sunnud> to receive 
in charge certain portions of land, from the rents of which 

a 

they were to pay a given per centagrfo government, and 
over which they were to exercise, not only the oj(fick)l 
authority of managers of the land, but also a considerable 
civil jurisdiction. But as this office was conferred on 
them as an inheritance, so it partook of the nature 6f pro- 
perty,' for the grant of which, certain civil services went 



^5 

tk»lders> \&io} Wng themselves inifiiical to 
*he government of the £ Nabob, both frosl 
Ahe oppressive exactions to which they were 

• * 

subjected, arid frdrri fbeir ^>wp turbulent 
and rebellious disposition, had not, for 
many years, paid any part of their rents, 
until they were actually reduced to sub mis- 
siori by military forcfc. To enable them to 
resist the revenue collectors, as well as to 
-coerce their own peasantry, and to commit 



to be performed to the sovereign. Hence, in the decline 
of the Moghul empire, when the whole country was 
thrown into confusion, and all property, as well as offices 
were thereby unsettled, the Zemindars considered these 
inheritances as actual estates, of which they were the sole 
proprietors* This had been their condition for fifty years 
before the provinces of Bengal and Behar fell under the 
dominion of the English. And, upon the ground of this 
presumptive title > together with that of actual possession^* 
were, I think, fully justified in adopting the wise and 

enlightened policy, of granting to them their zemmdaries 

* *■ 

in perpetuity, on the condition of their paying a f**d 
¥ent to'gdvernjhent. 



•■-• 



v, 
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depredation* on their neighbour*, the %ct 
ftiiodaxs retained in their service from tgqr 
to twenty thousand men each. And, for th$ 
purpose of securing the treasures which they 
acquired by these spoliations, they jha£ 
erected sm*li forts, on which they mounted 
cannon ; and many of which wcte of suf- 
tficient strength £o withstand, for several 
weeks, 9 siege by the Nabob's troops, a»4 
sometimes to set their utmost efforts q£ 
complete defiance. 

* 
■ 

In the province of Du-ab, part of which 
was subject to the government of th^. 
Nabob, and part to the French establish** 
ment in the service of the Mahrattas, there 
were no less than seventeen of those 
fortresses. The Zemindars to whom they 
belonged, derived great facility in resisting 
their payments to government, from the 
circumstance of part of their lands beifig 
wkhin the Mahratta line of demarcation 
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• * . • • • 

arid consequently holding of the Mahratta 
government*, and intitled to its protection ; 
under which; therefore, when they found 
their forts no longer tenable, they always 
took refuge; 

• - • 

* ■ * ■ 

No measures, either of conciliation or of 
decisive force, had ever been adopted, to 
bring those Zemindars to submit, with 
peaceful allegiance, to the government of 
the Nabob ; so that the business bf col- 
lating the revenues invariably produced ari 
annual war. •'■'. " ■'-'* j ■ 



■ 4 I 



Thus habituated to scenes of rebellion 
and oppression, the Nabob's troops were 
actuated by the combined spirit of mutiny 
and of tyranny, which rendered them no 
less the enemies of the government* than 
of the suffering and plundered peasantry 

r f . 

whom they were employed to scourge. 
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This spirit \fod 9 in some districts^ risen to- 
a heighth which menaced the total subver- 

■ 

sion of the government, and which nothing 

but the presence of the English army could 

• 

have availed to repress. But in these dis- 
tricts, the only expedient to which the col- 
lectors ,had recourse, in order to allay that 
spirit, was to allow the soldiers to live at 
free quarter? on the weaker Zemindars, and 
the helpless cultivators, over whopi they 
exercised all those extortions, and atrocities, 
to which in every country such a monstrous 
expedient must always give birth, and 
which, in that country, therefore, you will 
readily conceive, must haare been productive 
of aggravated horrors. 



■ • i • . X A » 



: _ Lk^ijticjusness jaud qautiny, like pesk 
jAleflti^i, disorders*, are 'propagated by con* 
tygion. ; tfenqe the troops attached to the 
person of the Na^pb, caught those vices, 
and that rebellious humour, with which the 



n 



90 

rtfft of ihe soldiery were infected : so that, 
fender the government of the present Nabob* 
these troops, resisted his. own immediate 
orders. 

« 

-- The combined and continued operation 

of allthote evils, atid the exasperation and 

• « » * 

resentment to which the peasantry were at 

list rousidy served to, irritate and spread 

those ^iol&it cojtttatoibns with which the 

pttHfincp wks-ebnvulSed; and by which 1 all 

toWf\li atlth6»ity : wa& destroyed. 



S\*:)> V ' • 



t " 



Thi» ' stttteoieit of facts is fxdlj proved 
by the evidence before the House of 
Coiiiitaoiis. •♦ s But I shall just point out: to 
you Whit was said relative to these facts by 

.' * See the official dispatches of Colonel Scott, the Bri- 
tish Resident, at hmknovr.i-rQude Papers, p. % it passim. 



1 ' . : i 

« » 



. i 



And' the Resident's correspondence with Sir James 

'*• . ' .■ • 

Craig. JUd. 

H2 



100 

^fajor,, Qp&ly, the .Nabobs : md-ik'-camp> 
apd §ir lame? Craig, the commander in^chuf 
o£ tjie ^Brjtifh form in . Qude> during the 
period of time under review. 

. /< The Nabob/' : *ai4,Majoft .Qteedy, ^; Was 
." $t first, I-beliqve, vcr^yrftUog t.Q;tiUbahd 
" ; his troops, folding th€mt^jtallymst(fficieni 
V J or fa pWpomtf 'wlle&ms(ti$th,ofQQli 
#; lectiag.the. revenue); .iff ..Jfrnttie [wkwiRi 

,tioned farther a$ to the.vd^TOtion pfi J&S 

< • 

troops, he said, " he had seen instances of 
£ their mutinous and di&ordppjy cptifluflt"/ 

j ; Sir James Craig. $tateji;3o tbeoHoiwfe.} 
{' That the Nabob's troops were, totally tm* 
disciplined ', mutinous, licentious y and many 
.". iof the battalions x\at\arifed*-^ He said 
"• he always understood; that' ^ywerte rfig 
" reverse from being attached to the person 
c< * ' and government of the Nabob, , and that 



v. 
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'* lie knew* the Nabob himself considered- 
€ * them m that light : .. He always corisi- 
€ f dered the Nabob's troops uhclcss and dan-' 
" gerous ; consequently it was desirable to 
" reduce them" 



v ... < ' » > 






• Yet this undisciplined rabbley i at once the- 
scourge of the people, and the terror of 'the 1 
government, afforded the only miserable and' 
precarious; security for life and property' 
#hich exiited in the country. ;: Considering 
the lives and property of their ' countryrtiferi 
as v their own proper and exclusive ptey/thfey 
preserved them -from the ravages , of those 
vices and passions, which their owh enor- 
mities. Bad fomented and inflamed, in order 
that their -voracious . appetites might not be 
disappbihted of their annual banquet at the 
collection bf the" revenues^ < :...>' 



.* 



:> 
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Thete was no civil police Aft thfe : fcouirtry,* ' 
except at the seat of government, at Lu£k* 
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now : And the manner "in which that 
branch of jurisdiction was constituted apd 
conducted, was full of the grossest defects, 
^nd altogether inefficient 

On this point Major Ousely, the Nabob's 
Ai^-de-^amp, informed thip House of Com- 
mons, " thqtj. tjie police of Lufknow wa* 

* 

'? better than in the other party of Oude ; 
that the present Nabob pa^d a gr$at deal 
qf attention to it; but tfot tfcoygh hft 
Wpsfantly changed hi$ cutwal (that i? ihfi, 
. ptyef poli^ magistrate) and jined^ spr^^ 

* # 

. afl<jl x^nfi^ed others, xeTt.t^ 37114 wje^s 
yt}T cqr,re;c^ejd. ( Up b#d bipffilf wt~ 

A tjespefi at Ly^o^, fa % mowing- gqing x 
oi+t, a huntipg, a; man just ipiifder&jL* Tfe } 
used to s$p$ notice to the Nabob or such . 
occasions ; and a search, was inaffo Ijpt . 

" the murderer seldom or never found 

" Wfr ..JnfttWf»*..9C ^ *w£ «*W W}f 
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" As to the police of the Du-ab (which 

i 

" forms so large, and so important a part of 
" the dominions of Oude) there could be 
" nothing worse than this was, wh£n Ma- 

* 

" jor Ousely lived in it. A$ to the lenity of 
" the laws, you might call it lenity of laws, 
ff where you saw few instances of execu- 
u tion according to the rules of the law, 
"for they seldom applied to law at all'; 
f f they generally took it into their own hands. 
" But he never s&w, nor read of a country 
" whene there was more bloodshed, than in 
" the Du-&fe, while he lived in it. There 
ir was no stirring out of one's house, without 
" being attended by a guard. Persons uri- 
Y attended were frequently attached, and 
" probably hilled. As to the people cat 
" ling themselves Zemindars, and land- 
"holders, there. Was n& imposition Which 

• ■ r 

<* they did not practice, on person^ travel- 
" ling, indigo merchants, and persons in 
Cf trade. One instance he could state of si 
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gentleman who was stopped by the 
Zemindar of Sassnee, and though he pro- 
duced a pass of Almas Alii Khan (the 
" Nabob's aumildar, or revenue collector, 
and, in fact, governor of the district) yet 
still, in defiance of all authority of the 
" persons he ought to be subject to, this man 
not only stopped the indigo, but carried it 
into his fort, and levied what duty he 
pleased upon it before he would liberate it. 
" In this way there was a constant fighting 
" about the common property which was 
" carrying from one place to another. At 
" every place almost it was stopped by every 
" Zemindar who chose to put an exaction 
44 upon it ; and the matter was decided by 
" the longest sword" * 

t Such is the description given of the po- 
lice of the country, by a gentleman who 
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, * See Minutes of Evidence on the Oude Charge, taken 
before the House of Commons, p. 67. 
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resided in it constantly for upwards of nint 
years ; who, when he gave this evidence, was 
still in the service of the present Nabob 7 whd 
is perfectly acquainted with the language of 
India, and who has made the manners and 
customs of the natives his particular 
study.* 

. His testimony, if it required conjfirmatipn, 
fl$ strongly corroborated by ,the evidence ; of 
Lord Teignmouth, f ^nd of JVfr. Gowper^ 
the latter of whom had resided thirty years 
in Hindustan, had lived in Oudc for upwards 
of orys year, and who, from his being for 
several years one of the members of the 
Supreme'Gouncil at Bengal, possessed the best 
means of knowing the actual state of all 
the English territories and dependencies. 






■i* j ■ * *. • I . ^ • .. 



# See Minutes of Evidence, p. 60, 



f Ibid supra. 
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This gentleman informed the House ei 
Commons, i( That it was impossible to 
' conceive a greater state of anarchy and 
§ misrufe>ith3.ti had prevailed in the domi* 
4 nions of Oude as far back as he could 
' recollect : there Was neither law nor justice, 
i nor subordination of any kind" The 
' progressive decline in the revenues was to 
' be attributed to th£ tottil want of all go- 
' vernment in the deuntry. And as to the 
f police, there • was none that he had ever 
'heard of."* 



Nor was there in Oud$ any established in- 
stitution for the administration of justice; 
for the judicial office in the city of Lucknow 
deserved not th&t name, • The laws wer6 
dispensed at the arbitrary discretion of the 
officer who presided in it ; and who never 



* Minutes of Evidence before the House of Com- 
mons* p. 46* 
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detpripijned a c^uge but by the intervention 
qf private favour, or the more potent influ-* 
encg of a bribe. " I thipk, in Oude," says 
l4>rd Teignmouth, u there was no justice at 
" all. In other Mohammedan countries, 
these was a regular, decently-cohducted 
court of justice. In Oude, justice was 
at the arbitrary discretion of the officer 
" employed by the Napojb. I speak post- 
" tively to my hnoivledgt of ljh$ government 
" m of O^de, as weM as to wkap Lord Cdfn- 
" w^llxs has particularly detailed* in the* 
ff P^P^rs before the House, , of the abuse* 
" $s %r as they were knowp to us. * * # - 
*' AU the papers before the House shew 
^hat the state of th*t country was ; that 
! i|s ^jdnainistr^tion was exceedingly bad in 
* o# th/s dgfiaTftmentB — the tyJwle ^(imj- 
'; ^kte a tipi^,wa»s (is bad as it, well could bet± 

• See> Lord Comwallis s Letters to Assof-ud-Dowfoh, 
(W* Papers, No* 1 and 2. 

•■■ ■ i ' 
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u in all its departments : and it was the 
"perpetual object of our government to 
*' prevail on the Nabob to make a change? 
" in his administration. Lord CornwalliS 
',' had attempted it ; and it was equally' 

urged by the government abroad, and by 

the company at home"* 



it 



£( 



. I 



- Such, then, was the state of this " 0e- 
" pendant fief, v of the British empire in 
India, at the beginning of Saadut AlITs ad-' 
ministration. Under a government so con-' 
stituted, and so debased, the condition of 
the people was necessarily reduced to the 
last degree of impoverishment,, depression, 
and misery ; so that the effects of its own 
corruptions, whilst they silently under- 
mined its power, exhibited the prognostic' 
of its rapid dissolution. The protection* of 

• * See Minutes of Evidence on the Utide Charge, 
pages 18—22. - . - N 
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the^British government hftd long protracted 
its fate .} bat it i was fast approaching ta that 
stage .of its iiitestipe *Us6rde*s, at which nd 
fcxtettoal po*w£r dauld have any longer, averted 

«• ; • m * " ' ., ' ' ...» 

• *■ * 

• •'»*•'• ,"■•.• i »■ 

In this situation, the British government 
had "to j c&nsider- the increasing waste and 
dilapidation ^f f; the /; resources of this it$' 
depehdakqfP l] }SJ Which - its most essential 

interests' wer6 lJ M>'mdtet : Mly-mi^aire4 i and 
^^had'a^d^^'cOniMcr tlie poUajof support-* 

kfg^tMs^^Mih^^ett^fplan^farid oj£ 

f>i&s&jff, . feft • ^a v /^rbvi4ie'^' ttM'ch formed fe 

0fil^MiVfei , - i betWeen;itS' oWri'^ominrons ii{ 

Bengal, and those of its powerful and tnar^l 

tial neighbours, the Mahrattas in Hindustan, 

^' Whbmtiae'ivar a source of revenue. ' * ■ 



». • 



r • • • f • 

* See Tone's Dissertation on the Institutions of the 
Mahrattas. * • Asiatic Reg. vol. I. Miscellaneous Tracts. 

• f * ■ 

'«fr. i T6he was, for twenty-eight years, an officer in the 
Mahratta armies. 



110 

In. both these points of view it appears 
to have been ,a wise, as well as a just and 
necessary measure, to interpose its paramount 
authority, ia order .to save its " dependant 
" fief/' with all the various interests it 
involved, from utter destruction. 

* 
. . ' '"i ■ ' „. '. ' • ■ . ■ 

Hence, • then, .there existed a general 
necessity of jthe strongest an^ most impe- 
rious nature, for effecting a r#jlical . reformat, 
turn in the^goyernment of Oude : a necessity 
fejlt and expressed by I^rd.Qon? Willis, Lord 
Ttygnmouth, amd , the , Court of . Directors ; 

J* ■ 1 ' / 

and a .reformation which ftey, h»d, wjth the 
utnjost.solidtude^^aght in ; vain, toagCQia-i 

* 

plish. 



i * i 
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Thp Nabob S^adut All}, who /<i/»$e$f 
admitted this general necessity, who was 
placed in the government with a perfect 
understanding, that he should reform its 
abuses, who was bound by his covenant to 




Ml 

make a reduction in his establishments, and. 
yho, nevertheless, at the; end pf twp years, 
IjcmJ taken dot one single step towards, effect-) 
Wg-#«y<>f these objects?, ;di{l, by that very; 
neglect and omission, greatly augment . the 
pre-existing lyustc in tjie country > anjj thereby 
fteftriy forfeit, on th$ general principles of 
jastitee xwhi€;hi j I] bfiyq l*iid idown, f all the 
rights Wlvtth, ftp possessed over Oude, whe-, 
%h$T 'wq^iwdbeby -sueeessioiij or , stipulated 



c,r 



i«> i.lo 



b#:{re;ity:^ 

,, r . . . . , 

■ ■ . • ' • ■ i > . f f • ; .* " • 'iif» 

Now, if there existed a general necessity 
ft? ^ifad^^aj^paKioto; Ift -this gove^rjW^nt, 

Hrfl\%^farit(>i«igfeqtuba^ r^for#aatiQHi .^nd if 
the wa^^n^al, resources pf ,thie: dependency, 
&e ■ wel%e^ its inhabitants, and , the* : in- 
ierests^f the #<^0tfW^ though 

&* w^gP^ft QX fOTffyipuicy, suffering pro- 
gress! w ^teriaratHxn^-7-it i? plain, that the 
^ati^h^go^eriixQient 1 could not too soon have 
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called upon the Nabob, either for the for- 
feiture which he had incurred, or for stuch' 
other reparation of a less extebsive nature^ 
as iftotives of indulgence alight dispose .to 
to take. But I Will shew you that, ift the* 
eiarly part of Lord Wellesley's administra- 1 
tion, there existed a particular political 
toecessky, which rendered- the it*rrteimt&. 
demand of reparation froiji tW Nabob in- 
dispensable -to the- security, jiotPoaly of this 
de pendancy, but of the whole of the Bri- 
tish dominions in Hindustan. 

'. r •".*•* " " 

, . .. JJJ'.i *..... i »« ~J J .• . 1 - . .' - i - . 1 4 i .* i »* - * 1 

■ » -* 

. ?• 3*»*a& ••' - Tb«- ^iitteal: g«fc>jg*ap&yL ^f this 
dfepefftfettt$r <«lnbtti«» ioo&e u'tf -~&e- ihost 
impottafif ihtftttSto of -iter IndiAiV ^empire, irt 
itd foreign *6ldtioHS. Situated betwetefl but 
ownPterrktfries and tH^ Mahfratta' dominions 
in. Upper -l?Rridustaft,' v the province <tf Oude 
formed the medkrtn of mutual intercourse 
in peacfe, £; and the^principal scette of but 
t>pei»atio*is in- war.- -"-'. That part Jo£ Oude 
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which bordered on the English territories, 
•was separated from the Mahratta dominions . 
by the river Jumnah, and from thence 
stretched across to the. forests of Bhotw&l, 
and the lofty mountains of Gorkah, which 
bound it on the north east. But the north- 
west quarter of Oude was not protected 
from the Mahrattas by any natural barrier. 
Scindeah having possessed himself of the 
provinces of Agra and' Delhi, and of the 

m 

capital and person of the Moghul emperor, 
occupied a large extent of country on the 
' Oude side of the river Jumnah, which in- 
eluded the upper part of the Dft-Ab, and in 
which the French establishment, that he 
had retained in his service, was fixed. 

In this quarter, therefore, as I before 
stated, there was an open frontier between 
the dominions of Oude, and the French 
Mahratta establishment. 



i 
\ 



Tiujs ^establishment consisted of forty 
thousand disciplined native troop?, three* 
lamdred Jfyrop&m queers, and an artillejy 
amounting to two-hundred and eighty piftcsf* 
of cannon, appointed a#d served und$r fk§ 
dkrectim of French engineers. Thus fojrf 
Kudable in itself, it derived additional 
sjtrqngtjh in i£s position, from ,the c^rcwtir 
^nqe of local interests ai»4 attaqbugaeofc. 
It was maintained by military and i&g> 
Sippal grants of the fondg which it WJ» 
stationed to defend, Hence it? fnf£B$£s 
»re?e .i^fintififid with ,the spil ; .and WW 
<djir£cted by Monsieur Perron, its comr 
-mander, jpautly to .extend the conquests *>f 
Scindeabj b»t principally to promote tb* 
Views of France. 



JMonsicjur Psrrp#, ,to *ay #o£hk)g ,pf im 
zeal in the :Cau$e of Jhis jiative country, knear, 
that it was only by jthe gradual Jid«aiwajh 
ment of her views, #nd by the aid of her 
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JiippoW, that hs squid pregesnve h& own 
^abhshmen*, i» ithe »probable ,ey,eot of a 
rupture between Scindeah rand the English. 
So that his attachment to France, and his 
.o«ifiequent!.iho^ility,to the English goyern- 
JBw*& yvem founded $n the atrongest proa- 
i»f>k»,Qf self^er^st, fortified by jewycon- 
aidfirfttjQn of $>olicy, heightened by aetxti- 
otente of ambition, animated by hi3 patri- 
otic feelings, and >at«n»latad by those dseefoes 

with which the combined operation of all 

*hese,BK>tiwep,of action may be .supposed to 

.fca*ein«$»ed him- feffroja, .theaefote, as* 

,»ere^ (frojnjthe peevljajc natuie, but from 

the jfeirjr «ecj;?sitieft ( pf |hi$ U 6&ua<fton, .became 

jfcbe irreconcilable »e»ejny of the iEngh^h 

gsommment: and, at the period of time 

jun^.xe&iewj lie was .actually carrying on a 

«3CKt;CQrreapoadenge with the goycgnment 

;o££bfe-Ide <«f iFgance, with .a *iew to the 

adoption .of measures for supplying the 

,*#«r F*en<& military ^tabjtfhmente, in the 

12 
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service of the native princes, as well as his 
own army, with' additional officers of ex- 
perience and skill. • - 

Now, this our irreconcilable enemy, 
guided by such views* and actually engaged 
in ;such projects, was constantly stationed 
with his large and well-appointed army, on 
the open and defenceless frontier of the do- 
minions of Oude in the Du-ab. * 



» 



In that station he derived a powerful and 

diffirtive influence, from the circumstance af 

his acting under the ostensible authority: of 

the Moghul emperor, whom he held in Jus 

» 
charge ; but whose nominal power it wis 

' the policy, both of Perron and of Scindeab, 

to preserve* For that purpose, Scindeah, *s 

I have already adverted to, had made the 

Emperor constitute the Peishwa the Regent 

of the Empire, and himself the Regent's 

Deputy} so that every measure, and evenr 
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public act, either of, ScindeaVs or of Per- 
ron's in Hindustan, was executed in the 
name, and under the sanction of the 
MoghuL 

• * • 

- This influence was eminently calculated 
to facilitate that system of political intrigue, 
amongst the minor chiefs in Hindustan, 
which Perron, as the instrument of French 
policy, incessantly laboured to promote. 
The great object of this intrigue Was, to 
instil into the minds of the natives, by all 
the ingenuities of falsehood, the bitterest 
sentiments of hatred for the English go- 
vernment ; and to impress them with the 
notion, that their sole chance of deliverance 
from. its. domination, rested on the support 
which they gave to the French, who were 
represented as the servants of the Moghul, 
acting under his authority for the re- est a- 
idishfnent of his power, and for the advance- 
ment of his glory. 
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Amongst the Rohillas, both in that pafrt 
of their country which is tributary to Oittfcy 
and in that also which was directly subject 
to its government, the dissemination of tlipsft' 
artifices of intrigue was well-adapted to 
increase the discontent which previously 
prevailed, and which had grown otrt of the 
detestation and contempt of the Nabob's adr 
ministration, which that turbulent, but spirited 
and warlike racfr had always entertained. 

The dissaffection which these combkwt 
causes had produced, was fomeirtedby the ma- 
lignant zeal, the unremitth^ stratagems, swd 
the unextinguishable aftfimoteity with which 
Vizier Alii strove to excite a general instir*-' 
rection against the English, in the hope of 
recovering the government from which bff 
had been deposed. During the few month* 
in which he held the Nabobship, he had 
studiously and strenuously sought to gab* 
the favour of the profligate aad &*tift<rt# 
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soldiery of Oude, by the taost profits* 
jargqlses, and by granting them evtty sort 
&f indulgence which was calculated to gra«* 
#fcify their licentious passions. After his de-* 
position, and during his residence at Bett* 
ires, he employed every secret means to 
keep alive, amongst the Nabob's troopi, that 
regard for him, or rather that interest in his 
fbrttmes, with which his lavish munificence 
had inspired them. The short distance of 
Benares from Oude facilitated the prosecu-* 
ffoft of these prattiees, and the British go- 
vernment had, on that account, ordered him 
to be removed to Calcutta. To this re- 
tirovttf, Which would defeat aH his projects, 
ife revived not td stobiftit ; and, in a fit ot 
tittdictive deipait, he cruelly murdered, hi 
cdM fetood, Mr. Cherry the Resident, and 
i^veral other English gentlemen at Benares ; 
after tfrhieh he effected his escape with a 
feri 1 foHdwers, art d took refuge in the forests 
of Bhotwal. There he was soon joined by 
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some rebellious Zemindars, and by a whole 
battalion of the Nabob's troops whoJkad 
been sent against him. In the course of 
two months his retinue amounted to nine^ 
thousand men. With this powerful and 
desperate band of ruffians, he entered the 
plains of Goorakpoor, which form the 
Eastern districts of Oude; from whence, 
by his incessant depredations, no less than 
by the interest which his appearance ex- 
cited amongst the disaffected, he kept the 
whole province in a state of continual agi- 
tation and alarm. 

* 

Whilst Oude was thus menaced by all 
those circumstances qf contiguous external 
danger, and pregnant with those com- 
plicated domestic evils which were fast de^ 
stroying the sources by which alone that 
danger could be effectually repelled, — the 
British government received positive intel* 
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Ijgertce* of the approach of Zema&n Shah> 
King of Cabul, with a powerful army, for 
the avowed purpose of carrying into ex- 
ecution, his long-meditated design of wrestl- 
ing the dominions of Oude from the au- 
thority of the English. 

" Zemaun Shah was sovereign of a power** 
4€ ful Mohammedan state, situated principally 
u on the west side of the river Indus, but com* 
" prising the provinces of Lahore and Cash- 
u - meer, which form the north-west frontier 
u of Hindustan, and which are from three 
u hundred to four hundred miles distant 
44 from Oude. This state was founded in 
1740, by Ahmed Shah Duranee, . a war- 
rior of great renown throughout Asia, 
" who left to his successor Zemaun Shah, 



a 



•t 



* See Letters and Papers relative to the apprehended 
invasion of Hindustan, by Zemaun Shah, King of Cabul* 
—Oude Papers, No. 12 in 2. 
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«f &6t m\y a fwfrJerous and well-disciplkierf 

* 4rmy, but also the fame which that!- 
" army had acquired under his command* 
" in kis several invasions of Hindustan, and 

mote patrticalarly in his celebrated victory 
over the Mahrattas- at Pariiput. Along 
" with these inheritances, Zemaun Shah 
44 possessed something of the enterprizing 
" spirit, ahd all the ambition of his ances- 
u tor. Ther design of subjugating the 
u Mate 6f Otide, and of extinguishing the 

* Nabob's family, had long fbfraed flie 
" main object of that prince's policy ; and 

* his inveterate hostility to th6 English 
" power in Hindustan had been publicly 
" aftd repeatedly announced to all the 
" eourtffof Aslft."* 



# Having given this short account of Zemaun Shah, 
ift a recent publication, arid knowing, h to be accurate, I 
hive thought it best to transcribe it hefre* without any 
alteration in the form of expr&aioji. 
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The match of Zertfauii Shaft frm Hin- 
dustan, was a' part of the eiteftsivt £chem$ 
which Tippoo Siritarun ha!d fbtfmed fo* t!J» 
extertoinritiott of the English m India* afi& 
which,' in conjunction with France atfd witifc 
setewl Mttssulman chiefs, he was, in the laf* 
te* end of 1798, on tite poirit of tiatrfitig 
ifttd actual effect.* 



Advice* had at the same time been rd* 
ceived by Lord Wellesley, from the Court of 
Directors, apprizing him of Buonaparte's 
ekpeditioii into Egypt, and of India being 
thg ultimate object of his destihation.f 



* iSee tie Letters ot Tippoo to tie Governor o( ikt 
Bfeitf ftio& to the Executive Efar ectory of France, and to 
Z£m*m Sh^h.— Asiatic Register, for 17$9, Vol. I. State 
Pipers, &c'» 

f See an extract of a Dispatch from-the Court of 
Directors to the Governor-general, Ibid. 
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- At this critical conjuncture, when it was 
palpably necessary to call forth the whole 
resources of our Indian empire, in its own 
defence, and, at the same moment, to assem- 
ble a powerful army in the Carnatic to op- 
pose the designs of Tippoo, and another in 
Oude to resist the invasion of Zemaim Shah, 
— what, in a military point of view, was the 
actual state of that our frontier province 
in Hindustan, and the declared object of 
the enemy $ attack ? 

Sir James Craig, the Commander in Chief 
of the British forces in that dependancy, 
informs us, in his public dispatches to the 
Resident at Luckno w, " that should the long- 
" threatened invasion of Zemaun Shah be at 
length realized, there was, he thought, little 
doubt that he would be supported by al- 
" most the whole of the RohiUa tribe, and 
" that the means, therefore, to be employed 
" to repel it, must be of a magnitude far 
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" exceeding what was then in the pro- 
" vince."* 

This account of the danger to he appre- 
hended from the disaffection of the Rohillas, 
is strongly confirmed by a dispatch of 
Major-general Stuart, the officer who com- 
manded the English forces v^hich were 
stationed in Rohilcund. 






I do conceive/' says he, " in the event of 
Zemaun Shah's actual approach, that the 
" presence of the whole of the force under 
" my command will be required in Rohil- 
* cund."f " 

With regard to the state and disposition 
of the Nabob's troops at this period, Sir 



* Oude Papers, No. 12 in 2, p. 35. 



f Ibid supra, p. 34« 



.femes <Jn«g, i» bis Jetter t» JLord Wdflealey, 
gives the following account: 

* J know wtt ^tot to »y with jespect 
" fi? $£ ^tetoVe .troops- J Mwdd be oon- 

>* tent tfojrt: ,*fo^ shwJd b» usdept, hut I 
" <&3ft4 '^r &wig dangerous. Unless 
S! $pme y^tjeyp is .te&en jsfttfc spgard to them, 
" I should be almost & iWQWittUqg to U«we 
" them behind me, as I should be to 
■j!K 3£*?K £ F pRl#£SS ftp J5BP ^nsaht. The 

^.1JWpI> i? .Ais&Zy m&opukur, and /of a?/ 
-#* hi? wbjscfcs, X toeUemht would teast ;ex- 
- v $£ct ^ttadtwjieat frora his away." * * * 
" Your Lordship judges most rightly, Ahat 
** in its present shape, no sort of service can 
-*:te. S?$efita£i &W* the Nabob's army; 
■•*' ajtfi J jmsl cpn&doqt, that wMmit # total 
€C change in the^ policy of the government, 
" and in the manners of tJjie, people, there 
" exists no possible means by which it can 
" be rendered $uck gs £pjx> merit that th$ 
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. W$\W 4#gm *>f. confide&ce : s&P.S& be 
plaged in it. ^The njoney now expended 
on the Nabob's army is thrown aw$y> and 
*' cqn.only be rendered subservient to the 
" <»bj$!Gt -o/ genera) ,defenee, by b&yg flp- 
",PWp'H#fad to the i»(T€^je qf ffo Ccw»^ 
" P&nys a<ryig. ****** The N^bob 
ha$ repeatedly declared tp nje, that we 
must not reckop ojx deriviqg the smallest 
assistance from bis troop$. He s$id, tfiat 
u their arrns $n general wpre scarcely qer~ 
" viceable, that there was no subordination 
arnpngft thept, and that no reliance wop to 
be placed ,on thejr fidelity. * * * Thp 
Nabob expressed considerable apprehen- 
" jsiojtig, witji respect to th$ Rojhillas, who 
he repeatedly said, he had no doubt would 
take up arms, the moment they could 
" make themselves sure of support by 
" Zemaun Shah's approach. He was ex- 
" trembly pressing to have some of the 
f * Company's troops Jeft for his own pro- 
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" faction; indeed he almost .made it a cot** 
" dition" * * * With respect to the re- 
source^ in Oude for the supply of the army 
at this crisis, Sir James Craig informed Lord 
Wellesley, " that he was sorry to see good 
" grounds for the conviction, that no one 
" step had been taken, for laying in grain 
" in any of the magazines; and. that this 
" important object would never be attained, 
" whilst the management of it remained in 

# • 

the hands of the Nabob's people" * 



*c 



: The melioration in the state of Oude^ 
Tiowever, which the circumstances here re~ 



* These facts are substantially contained in Sir Jamiest, 
Craig's evidence before the House of Commons 3 but I 
have chosen in this place to take them from his letters ; 

1 

because those letters were written on the spot, and at the 
iime f and because they furnished the information upon 
which Lord Wellesley acted, in framing the subsequent 
arrangements for improving the defence, as well as the ge<* 
neral condition of Oude, by reducing the Nabc^b's troops, 



lated so strongly demanded/ was reserved for 
a season of greater tranquillity, and there- 
-fore more suitable i&r effecting the im- 
Jrortant arrangements, which the attainment 
of such an object necessarily embraiced. 



• « 






By the enlarged and . dq^trous policy cf 
dispatching an embassy ? to the Kitfg of 

Jfersi^ a diversion was effected against Z«- 
maun Shah in that quarter, which, together 
with some domestic dissentions, compelled 
him to retreat from Hindustan; whilst 
the? same policy; by an effort of vigour and 

; promptitude which has been rardy -equalled, 
anticipated the hostility of Tippoo, and in a 
few months completely subdued his power. 

. And, in Oudfe, the party of Vizier Alii wis 
routed and dispersed. 

• 4 * * 

But those important successes/ though 
they greatly lessened the magnitude of the 
-general danger, and averted the immediate 
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invasion of Oude, yet in no manner, dimi- 
nished the force of that imperious necessity, 
which the other political circumstances con* 
nected with the state of Oude had created, 
for insisting upon the Nabob making such 
immediate reparations as the dangerous 
vices of his government, the increasing 
waste which the country was suffering, and 
his own continued neglect did in justice 
entitle us to demand. . . 



» » .' • - l 4 



The arciueves of Seriogapatam had, dis- 
closed Jthje whole details pf the vast plim 
. which jhad been formed for the destruction 
.;Qf. the English power, in. the I&sk, From 
. thjese it appeared, fchat, a]too$t ?\l the French 
officers ifi tlje service of the m native pripces, 
had either been directly concerned in tha^ 
scheme, or had secretly encouraged it. It 
also appeared, that Tippoo had succeeded in 
obtaining a promise of neutrality from Scin- 
.^€»h,intheeyfiqtof Zemaun Shah invading 
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Hindustan; and that he had afco engaged 

him to exert. his influence i a the councils of 
the Peishw*, t# detach that prince from the 
British' aHiftnoe. ' /*■--' — < - i" 

»■ Scindeah had been induced, to promise 
this neutrality? from his own jealousy of the 
English power j. and from the hope that 
Holkar; his' rival in the Mahratta empire, 

• * * 

iiiight, --from his wariikeasd predatory spi- 
T}t; and from his known desire of ravaging 
the * British r provirices iff Bengal, be led to 
tfcke #n afetivepdrt against the English. 

f . ■ ' ( i' • ■ ' > ^ « i •« 4 f ■* • \ • •■■.■ • /■».- 

■ ' » t . .* ' ■- - •;< ■ M f .. . ■ ' - . . » , .» 

■' The^fall' of llp^bo produced ho change 
in ' the ; ho&tite^8eiitifnehts' Which' ScindetA 
thus cherished against the English powetf, 
and which, indeed, he seemed not very 
solicitous to conceal.' But the violent dis- 
tentions which prevailed at Poonah en- 
grossed all his: attention to > the politics of 
the Deccfan ; and >he WrtruStect'to Pterron tHe 

k2- 
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tacluMre and uncontrolled inanagemeht i>{ 
all his interests in Hindustan. The views 
and interests of that officer, aojd those of 
France, I have already shewn to be tfa* 
same ; and the fact* of his having made no 
preparation what&uer to tdH the field, when 
Zemaun Shah was in full march into Hiri* 
dustan, dearly indicates a knowledge 0* 
his part, that the invasion waft not direct^ 
against his intents, and that he had no- 

thing to fear frotn it.; so thM> ro&tfciniog 
this circumsstance with his known {Hfrliqy* 
it is, I thinkj fair to conclude, that, ki the 
event of another expedition from Cabul, he 
■wae much more likely to hwrtp supported it, 
J&in to have throwp any impediment m itp 

* . • 

m , ■ 

m „ $tor Was the apprehension of another e*» 



. * Sec; Sir tatae* Craig's etideoce before theHduse df 
C0mmon^~MiBuUs-pf E*jdenct, yj« 08. 
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{►edition against Oxide, and the British pro* 
yinces in Hindustan at all diminished by 
the circumstance of JZemaun Shah having 
been dethroned ; for his brother Mahm&i 
Shah, who perpetrated that act, and who 
placed himself on the throne, wa* knoi/m 
\o entertain precisely the same tnews in re* 
gard to the projected invasion of Hind&s* 
tan*. 



. Hence^ then, there were two existing 
Sources of external danger to Oude, at the 



* # T^his fact is c6nfirmed by thte evidence before the 
House of Commons. ■ See Extract of a Letter from 
jGovernoi? Duncan, (the Governor of Bombay) to the 
Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, 8th January, 
1S01.— Jn this letter, after mentioning the termination 
of the contest between Zemaun Shah and his brother, and 
the elevation of the latter, Governor Duncan expressly 
says, t( The news refers to the probability of Mahmbd pro- 
" securing his brothers, views in India, to which he is said 
u to have ken invitid bf tfa Afghan chiefs!* 
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beginning of the year 1801, against which 
it was evidently necessary to provide : first, 
the invasion of Mahmdd Shah, the new 
king of Cabul, which Governor Duncan, on 
certain information received from Persia, 
represented as probable, and as being insti- 
gated by the Afghan chitfs ; and second, the 
French Mahratta establishment in the Dil-ab^ 
which, at best a suspicious neighbour, was, 
in that view, formidable, from its intrinsic 
force,— but which was still more formidable, 
from the circumstances of that force being 
constantly stationed on our open and de- 
fenceless frontier, and being, in that por- 
tion, under the ostensible sanction of the 
Moghul, and the powerful protection of 
Scindeah, the actual instrument of the policy 
of France,* and the means to which she 

* See a Memorial on the present Importance rf India, and 
en the most efficacious means of re-establishing the 
FRENCH NATION in that country. 

This document was obtained at Pondicherrjr, from aa 
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confidently looked , for the ultimate accoip- 
plisliment of her known designs on Hin- 
dustan. The execution of those designs 
might be retarded for a while, by tempo- 
rary obstacles ; but the policy on which 
they were formed was steady, constant, and 

uniform ; and it was certain would never 

« • •■..» 

be abandoned by any government in France, 
much less by the grasping ambition of the 
present ruler* 

* • * • 

This last source* of danger, therefore, was 

constant, progressive, and at hand, and was, 

in its nature, calculated to lead to actual 

hostility. The landing of a French force 



officer who accompanied General De-Caen to India, !* 
1802. An extract from it, which proves die fact I have 
stated, mzy be seen in a valuable and interesting publi- 
cation, untitled* Notes relative to the peace concluded between 
ihe British government and the Mahratta chieftains ^ &c. 
Stockdate, 1805, 
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on any of the shores of the peninsula, of a 
fnpture with the Mahrattas would have 
been the signal for Perron, to have marched 
intc Oude with his whole force. The eVents 
Which soon afterwards took' place, m the 
war with Scindeah, attest the justness, of 

this observation : arid if, at that great crisis, 
the military defence, the civil condition, and 
the financial resources of Oude had not 
been previously strengthened, improved, atid 
consolidated, the consequences of Perron's 
iibsdlity would, in all probability, have 
proved fatal to that dependaacy$ if imi td 
pur own contiguous territories'. 



That this French Mahratta army, of forty 
thousand disciplined trpops, stationed on the 
Unprotected frontier of Oude, was a neigh- 
lour who required to ht guarded with *he 

* - * * » 

most unremitting vigilance, ifid by in ade- 
quate force, is a position that cannot be 
controverted : that the mutinous state of the 



137 

Kabob'ff troops; and the rebellious disposi- 
tion of the Rohillas were sources of immi- 
nent danger, in the event of ari attack from 
that neighbour, is equally undeniable. There 
existed, therefore?, the strongest political ne- 

J. r ■ 

tesHty for making ifhmed&te preparations in 
our own defence, suited to the nature and 
extent of the perils that threatened us, and 
adapted to establish a substantial and perma- 
nent protection against them. And, as it 
has been already shewn, from the internal 
state 6f ihe countiy , that those preparations 
could not hare been made, withbut a total 
ch&hge in its civil aflairsj {M> it became the 
duty of Lord Wellesley to employ a period 
bf p&ce in effecting an object, which was 
palpably eftsetitial to the safety of our in- 
terests, and which' we were entitled to de- 
jnand from die Nabob, on the clearest prin- 

* 

ciplds both of policy and of jrrstifce. 
*Rms the feitf points 6n wtiich the merits 
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of this question entirely rest, and must be 
finally decided, appear to be established,— 
namely: 

First. The province of Oude was a 
" dependant fief," and the Nabob a 
vassal of the British government. 

Second. The right possessed by the Bri- 
tish government, of exercising its paramount 
authority over this its vassal in all matters 
of importance, and more especially of de- 
manding from him substantial reparation for 
any waste committed, or suffered, through 
his mismanagement, or omission in this 
"^dependant fief," was founded on the 
established principles of universal justice. 

Third. There , had c*i$ted for a l<mg 
period of time, a. general necessity fop exer- 
cising this right, in order to effect a radical 
reformation in, the internal government of 
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the deptendanty; and^ combined with this 
general necessity; there was the increasing 
waste which the British interests were daily 
suffering through the contumacy, or negli- 
gence of this vassal, and which, therefore, 
intitled the British government to exercise 
its right of calling on him for ample re- 
paration. 



T *■ ■ 



Fourth. Superadded to this general ne- 
cessity, there was, in the early part of Lord 
Wellesley's administration, a particular po- 
litical necessity, which rendered th& imme* 
diate exercise of the right in question indis- 
pensable to the safety, not only of this 
" dependant tief/' but of the actual ter- 
ritories of Britain in Hindustan. 

. Having then shewn, thfrt the Nabobs on 
the Established principle of forfeiture for 
waste committed, or suffered > had completely 
forfeited to the British government the place 
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which, he had wasted,— it follows, that any 
arrangement made by the British > go vera* 
merit, by which the whole forfeiture was 
not insisted on, was an . abatement of its 
legal claim? and* therefore, an act of signed 
indulgence. . 

Now, Lord Wellesley did not insist on a 
greater reparation from the Nabob than was 
exactly sufficient to secure effectually, the 
amount of revenue, necessary for the supr 
port of our establishments in Oude, He 
Commuted the subsidy which the Nabob 
was previously bound to , pay, for.a portion 
of territory, the annual revertue of whkbb 
46 then assessed, was exactly equal to that 
subsidy : He reduced the Nabob's • mutinous 
and incorrigible troops, in whose " fidelity 
" and services" the Nabob himself declared 
« there was no reliance to be placed: " and, 
he reserved to the Nabob a considerable 
territory, comprizing some of the moat fer- 
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tile districts in Oudey free frtan the payment 
^i any tribute, and frdm all pecumosty 
tjkrnands whatever ; but under positive stiptH 
lations, that hfe should effect a complete re- 
form in the civil administration of his 
govefmaheiit 

The. Correspondence which took place 
between the British government and the 
Nabob relative to those important transac- 
tions, was extremely tedious, and by him 

a* 

unnecessarily and purposely prolonged ; so* 
(hat, under all the aggravated circuto* 
stances which have been stated, it does in 
my ppinioQ exhibit a degree of patience and 
forbearance on the part of Lord Wellesley* 
which is highly commendable in itself, but 
to Which the Nabob's contumacious con* 
duct in no way intitled him. 

. r • * • 

It is wholly useless to trespass upon your 
time with any detailed account of that cor- 
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respondence ; the whole of it is before^ the 
House; and it will, therefore/ he sufficient 
to mention the objects to which it related; 
and the results to which it led. ' *• - 

A few months after Lord Wdtesl*y*s ar** 
rival in Bengal, his attention was powerfully 
called to the situation of affairs in Glide, 
and particularly to the state of our military 
defenttAtn that dependancy, by the menaced 
invasion of Zemaun Shah. As abort '■ as 
certain intelligence Was received, of that, 
prince being actually on his mareh >ihta 
Hindustan, the English army in Otide' was 
increased from ten thousand men, the num- 
ber stipulated by Lord Teignmouth's treaty 
to be stationed constantly in the country, to 
twenty thousand men, which Sir James. 
Craig, the Commander in - Chief in Oude, 
represented to be absolutely and indispen- 
sably necessary to defend the province* 

* See Sir James Craig's evidence befor the House of 
Commons. Minutes of Evidence, p. 91. 
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'against * the enemy who threatened to in- 
vade it. 



This augmentation of the army for 4he 
defence of Oude, occasioned a demand -on 
.the Nabpb for a proportional increase of 
subsidy, which, according to the 7th article 
.of Lord Teignmouth's treaty,, and to Lord 
Teignmouth's interpretation* of that : article, 
the Nabob was bound to provi||^, This 
increase of subsidy amounted to fifty-four 
lacs of rupees, which, together . with .the 
subsidy pf seventyj-six lacs, fixed by tifeatfyi, 
made tbe sum of one million, six hundred and 



*i 



. i 



* « By the terms of the treaty^" said Lord Teign- 
mouth, li if the Company thought it necessary to station 
u a force, to the amount of double the force stationed in 
« Oude, the Nabob was bound to pay for that force, so 
€€ long as it was necessary for the defence of the country." 
—Minutes of Evidence before tte House of Commons* 
p. 13. 



eighty -nine thousands r ene/ hundred' and six- 
teen pounds sterling. :*': ' 



-r 



< ■ • - 1 



'/the dilapidated ^tfesoufefes^ of Oude> j)Sh>^ 
duced by former waster, and by 'the Nahofefe 
own mismanagement and~negledt, di&bfaftl 
him from fulfilling his payments under the 
augmented subsidy, which; 'ti&r&bre/ fell 
jtnto an arrear of foui^hundrcd d^dsevoTdy- 
five thoagand pounds sterling.* 



t ■.!»••■ ** • \ r 



'This arrear the Nabob declared hi* inabi- 
lity to tiqiiidate, in consequence of the din- 
ordered and distressed state of the vbuntry, 
and of the increasing defalcation in its 
revenues.* But, whilst he. made this de- 
claration, and constantly expressed An ear- 

* See Q6L Scott's letter to the Nabob. OudeJPo£ers r 
ity v 3. p. 8$-4. 



. ■ -w » 

I 



f See the Nabob's letter to Col. Scott. Oude Pafets, 
No. 2. p. 77, 102, and 141. 
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nest solicitude tq remedy the evils of which, 
he complained, he u$ed not the smallest 
endeavour whatever to accomplish that 
object; and whenever be was pressed by 
the British Resident to adopt some decisive 
riteasute f0r removing the acknowledged 
abuses x)f his government, he invariably be- 
trayed that real disinclination and reluctance 
to any change in his ruinous system, which 
always lurked in/ his heart . 



it • 



When Lord Wdlesley discovered this 
disposition in the .Nabob, and saw. that he 
was making - no, effort, either to . liquidate 
the arrear which was due, to. reform his 
government, , or even to reduce . those super* 
fluous establishments > which formed one of 
the obligations imposed on him by the treaty 
of 1798, his Lordship insisted on an imme- 
diate reduction of his mutinous and useless 
troops, as a very material saving in the 
public expenditure would thereby be ob- 
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tairted[ as tHfty «mstitw*ed ; a pBimaryi»lJrce 
of the* graK^us ? calaBi^ 
country vrb& afflict^/ eic th^ fon^edi^bf 
jErsf object • %f refbrttt ihrrlhe fc^mxditot, 
and finally, ->as the 'Nabob hJBrteifnh^diJDri. 
peatedly acknowledged cthfe •^lem^w^'rf^sfckJh 
a, measure, and had, witfr*fcpg£*tint (puokesfr 
nes^evfeii ilfg^ its ad<^kioftU: u aaoijooi 
'• ?v ' * •'•'*' - » '■ v-° b -rrox'i^^ ^rw dbuiw 

But, when the reduction was actually obm*- 
raenced, the Nabob, in dike fare of his former 
declarations, started' otycotidns to dtp **n^ 
tvhete th^sfe* objections were renwyved, h&atil] 
frustrated and delayed it by vwioua ^ecoat 
Mti8a*r, whkto provd iwcontestibl^tiiaiiJBfe 
had no intention whatever of ever reforming 
his government, or of repairing the waste 
which the '■vtwnttyzmK sufie*ingv through his 
pertinacious misconduot, and t that • ^U, his 
spedblis ' £rt>fes&i6na on 'that wibjfect i wan 
ltolkftr arid hfsincete. - ■•'■«« 'ir.^ <-.. - i :: 
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Usd^r. these, circumstances the reduction 
oCthe NabobV troops was at last accom- 
plished ;. but the anje^rs of subsidy remained 
$tfi zmfauk And, though Zejnaun Shah 
had then retired to, his own QQuntty, it was 
still necessary, as I have already shewn you, 
to ke$p alftrg^forcein Onde to watch the 
ijiotions of ths Fjrench Mahratta army> 
which; was stajioned on its open frontier, 
a^pd to awe, into submission, by a superi- 
ority of strength which wouWv opt tye opr 
pQ*ed, rather, tiian, by ipe^ures of. Qoercioft 
i^hich mxq*~tae>te^ 

ti^rdjeUicws^irit^of tbfl %feiUs»> winch 
alarm* *m t , .. , *>.* w ^.■■» , ».'.~*i*v% ..i,-*j*v^i.i. *« .,*,*• 

. T^vN»bgb , s.,epnt^^e4iM\u , e^ &ejefo^e, 
in paying up , : the /ar^ya, p£ s.ub.gidy^ ftff 
attended with consider^ in^yenien^fc to 
the British government ; : and, consequently, its 
interests were sustaining a positive arid <&Vec/ 

■■■"l»- ' '■""■■■ " '' ■ " 
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* • 

damage' 'from* the NabobV culpable pro- 
crastination ' iri repairing f tbosfc errors in the 

internal management of the Country,- which 

* * » 

at the &me tiitoe he urge* asf an apdldgy fdf 

the very failttre in question. * " >x 

• « 

! . ■ ■ ■' * ■ ■ » .« ■ ' ' . 

• ■ - .1 . •■■.■• r 

About this period of 'time; the Nabob 
made a proposal to Lord • Wellfesley to abdi- 
cate the government of Oude,^-stating, 
" That he -felt himself unequal to manage 
" it, either With satisfaction to himself \ or 

advantage to the people* for, that he urns 

neither pltasdd with them, nor they with 

• « 

"hini: 9% * but he accompanied this prQ- 
pefcal with the idnditions, that one of Ms 
sons should be appointed to succeed hkm 9 and 
that he should be allowed to retain posses- 
siik iff the '^lic'Hreainre, with the sole 
and abbotiite power to dispose of it, in any 
irianrter he might think ft: 



it 
it 



■i i:-i 



* * fc* 



*• 
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. . 1 Stoe. Colopel Scptt's repprt to the Govepior-general, 
22d Nov. 1799— bade Paj*rs> No. S. 
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Y To * jjfr. ^bdi^#9$ i^oiv th<;se, . * aK<$to*« 

^rd ^^1^ w- 

mndiiiqn^ ,abdj^tio;i i{( .#KHjgh ; a, thing 

fe%bJj}tf^ tbwut^o 

British goverqmepk Jtiajl ategtit. right to cfe- 

772<zw^ as the forfeiture for the waste which 

; ;th& £oi*dfttry > r W»s * suferiijg through the 

Jj&bob's pernicious administration, and in 

consequence, not only of his stubborn r§- 

ijection of exety measure which had been 

proposed for its improvement, but #lso of 

hi* actual; oppositio^^to the reduction of his 

•4w>ops, whomi jke him$Q$f represented as 

wtless and; faithless y . and of bis positive 

v^uir^inthe^pajrraexilef his subsidy. And, 

-thought, from motives ^.indulgence to the 

Nabob, the British government was induced 

to remit the full exercise of this right, it 

; would ha vq been vat on<^>mminal atod : pre- 

; posterous to have:, plaeeafc the, Nabob svson at 

$he head . of the government for the purpose 

gj£ iptj$ng him to the same indulgence, and 
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<tf enabling him tb "participafe -in tfeosfr in* 
veterate abuses, Which it H^as evident f fp6m 
experience He 'Would itevei' makeahj'*ih> 
cere or effectual endefeTxxir to correct. Tfo 
administration of Oude, u^de* the «*t»- 
vagance of Assof-ud-DOwlah, >ai^ die 
parsimony of Saadut Alii, hM beell *Wfe 
'destructive to -the public interests ; whilst 
both of them admitted the necessity, yet 
rejected the means of reforming 4t. So 
that there was, therefore, good reason *o 
believe, that any son of either of those 
Nabobs would l>e actuated by the sameidi*- 
tempered prejudices that b^ made tfa*m 
adhere to the rulnWsicutfoisw, wh»h>thWy 
had at the same mdinetit ft4Jol«d and co»^ 
demned. 

'•• V i ► '" *"* • ' \ i •' •-#«'< 

- • * *" ' • ' *•* *•» f : . * i . ~j. 

With regard to th^ |mb|ic ' treastmisv *s 
they formed a part"c$ the {tetm&& tf win 
-which the 1 l^aoob dented 1 «h*te«ariff/of ftil- 
^Uia^fcfr «u»^t |>ay«*eiit^ ta «ic Cow- 
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^t^t©,^ Nabob/fcfgfgk&iyq i^ ia ;i the 
«y*nt eC-his oje^in$ lT $h^ m go^jjmeftt, 
without 'releasing hiip.fro^ the .obligation 
«fi piajring.JjjMMi 3#sa*** and without 

/ 

diicreby adding in#n (I e<imal proportion, to 
ithei|rabiic «n^trafl$mjefltsQf ^fche, state, 

Jay ,Y.Ji-<~ ■■i'.-i* -ii r LV:i.:rrij*j v-„<; . , ; >. r 

o3 Lo*d WtfUcsley, .therefore, informed the 
cifebria? rthafcofce. /MMUUgot ? jMpusgfc to Jtis 
^Wkaiioo, : unless £* a^rgettd^rpd ^. ti^e 
>Gorapmiyv iji |»erpetuity, tlte ;*oJ# a»A jfff- 
i«ki^¥ft>^o8*aBOffe i of Ostfe, jffefleiij ^|H;^i^^r- 

.b-.'ai''..'*'-. 
The Nabob, however, would not ac- 

qpXK* iajthie.pwfost^jowhi^, .folded 

loft fiUDAtiitf^jWt^ei, w^^thjw- »da|)fed ; to 

/gratifycliwifeoo^jd^v^riefii^er to fatter Jus 

4toaiej» foidafl^(l^^i^u©^ijin .o^ ; ab- 
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dicating the- government * had entirety origin 
nated with himself,;ALord A^dlesley did inotr 
press it ijppn him* arid fh^b 
ingly dropped. ^ ^Lt,.' -? ■ *-». »^tr 

Yet, whilst the Nabob was thus soliciting 
the British government for peraissioriJto 
appropriate the public treasures to ks owa 
private use, his arrear still remained ikaliqui^ 
dated, and the financial exigencies of t the 
country t continued rapidly to increase.^ Sueh 
at- last was the pressure of public' distress, 
that the Nabob explicitly declared his a$K: 
prehension of a total J wlure in the revenues; 
and he again intreated the aid of the British 
government ■ im place them under - a better, 
system of management. Lord Wellesle^ 
embraced this occasion of again impressing 
upon bis mind ; the* indispensable necessity i 
of an immediate and total; change in < his 
goveiDment, aadof rhis'gfcjiig? the Cqhaj&ny 
a eaopiptete and permfpa^ seciratjn rfor^ the 
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future iteiiiitaihi*^ 

Chrdtf, which 'i^i/eiseniial^ to ithe protection 

of ite^roaaawef^ga^ f \ aggrefcsion, 

and to its preservation from d^wi^stib coati- 

motion. 

">iOto>tJHser?qprin(Jipl« IiC»M>Well«ligr pro- 
pocRsdatd 9&e:rNabi)b, :«i the** result of his 
finai .deliberations i ort This important subject, 
^Siat; hej (shoraid. transfer to the ^Company 
tbe < ^xclttshto j possession* x>f ^hcivrhai^t pttv- 
viwe' of Oude, t with ail its public authori- 
ties; #nd< that be should receive f for himself; 
, and all the branches * of fr&- fa mily> Ms re- 
lation*! and dependants, such allofw^nces 4ft 
should i be 2 an>pty ■- proportioned i to > their 
respective ranks and dignities- ; * > If the 
Nabob objected to thispfsoposaV Tm %Otf&* 
sfepti inforoied^fcim/die shjbiUflflftOt o&fonsfr 
it; twt -tbatdn that casef^het mwt i;?^«< on 
the Habofe making an^irii mediate session *ff> 

thejGompBmi^4«i .yogst^,***® titfclffJ** 



& 
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ticufar portoiDS'ttf temtory, in cammfrtstaa 
i>f the subsidy: which ihee then paid, 0$ 
should appear :bes t wdcnlated t^ sccwre the 
general interests^ the state. . :; ^ <3<nd > 






• The Nabob, in answer to this cprnmuoir 
cation, made such earnest objection >to^*he 
proposal of transferring tiie wnoie>*im|ini* 
to the Company, that Lord WHkttldyyfirjah 
anotivesiof lenity, and from, coasldexxtiofts 
<if personal respect; was induced- to re- 
link 4t. His Iwrdsbip, tlwr/rtwe, wrfy 
insisted j<«wJ ttw territorial cession in eoro- 
mutation :*tf ^tftekty . and &e scc««U*gfy 
instructed the British Resident in Oade to 
itibtetm artt^e»edt>^ith <iie) Nabob Ifor 

-tifatnpuirpose^''- v< (d ,1::.-." . j:/o:, ?r / dodeM 

stoona, «^tJWrt iEseoisioiW, sna&fc exteion, 

•^ndioec^ttWiaiietteJs, coatnrved 6^ dfclkftifttr 

i«nettetifttt*p4heiCi«eluaion of rtfggw&aiige- 
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fneiit; irtrtll at Itta^tfej tiie^iB^w^tt» of 
the 6(MiDtry became ^dvmrgfent;-; and the 
^j^»s'ofsttbri^ for 

three years being* BtiMl mhpaid^ littrd .- W«l- 
lesley determined to admit of no farther 
postponement of arsettlementy in whicftKbfe 
interests* and (happiness xrf so m&ny millions 
a£ people > wtom ittvalredi 'He, therefore^ 
deputed! hid Ihfotfcer^Mr. Henry Wellesley, 
t03ttetiNal^;nwhoy by the 'Spirited good 
iense, afcd JUdkious moderation of his rcoti- 
*hict, in oo^junctitjn ^kh tfhe knchfrkdgfe 

'«id> fixperleiwe Qfr&GkntAi* ScotVr -toon 
^Wwigbt ibe business t^^#ial termination. 

n- ldf-lii1«ld)ei^!l6(^>A^^Ki|)t with the 
^Nabdb was concluded, fcy whichKCcrtoin 1 dis- 
tricts in the depetidahcj of Oude, the 
ttanuAl revenue, of vl\^}* . exc&tfy atm&tcd 
to the autehly tlcuit tbeNaboh tirtt .Agfibfe 
&du*p£ to jtagbvjjr&e ceded ifc rpecpetoify to 
the 'Corapany; nby. -Which; -the >NBbob i N'was 



MS 

exonerated from! all future payments of >«*&» 
sidy, as well as from* all pecuniary , demands 
whatever ; and by which, the Nabob > en- 
gaged to establish, in the reserved drepffp* 
dancy , such a system of administration as 
should be adapted, to secure the lives ajid 
property, and to advance the prosperity^ of 
the inhabitants. / . : u- 






Lord Wellesley, soon after the: ra$i$^- 
tion of this treaty, proceeded to Oude him- 
self/when, in several conferences \vith> the 
Nabob, he adjusted some points arising s>j& 
pf the provisions of the, treaty, which 

formed a necessary supplement to it. 

* • • . i , • 

• * ^ .... \ # i. > .1 , •• , i . • • i " • t 

, ■_ • -./—■ ^ I 

. Theae points- were, 1st. the immediate 
discharge of the arrear of subsidy, which, 
-.though-., some- part of it had bjpea paidy.*HU 
.amounted to -£ 24£,00Q r -*-2d. The further 
.reduction of .the Nabob's military establish- 
T1 P7cnt8 to-five battalion* of infantiy sujd two 



thtois&nd htfrsemen,/ 3di The f iitarc regu* 
lar payment of the pensions to the Nabob's 
relation** ah* othter depend&rts. 4thv*Thfc 
ifitfoductiDti ttf an impiovfcd system- of citfii 
government ia<k>> the reserved * dominions &£ 
Otide, J With -the aidvice' and assistance of the- 
British government. 5th*< The British force 
employed within the reserved dependancy, 
to be concentered at a cantonment in the 
vicifcily of Lticknow. •'* 

"• ? Thci Nabob made no material objections to 
tiny bf these points, and an arrangement found- 
ed ii^on th£m was accordingly- concluded. . ; 

• ' ' * t . ■; "* i\' ■»<-.»- 

*• • • ■ * * ■.: . . » \ ■ * ■ i 1 ■ • ■ . 

Thus the dependancy of Oude, whilst it 
wafe^^rtarrowed in its extent, was improved 
ito its condition}-— by the reduction » of -4&e 
Nabob's troops ; by^ the Nabob being hound 
tef an express .stipulation of hisiiewiaxwfc- 
riant, to reform all the existing abuses af ;&i§ 
civil g©vemc»mt .)o1^4HMMitinMii s«fiJ?&V7 
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which it derived from; the new arrangement* 
both with* view ta foreign invasion and to 
internal rebejltoii; by the general cpnfidy pop. 
with which the people were inspired ;. .and 
by the encouragement which was conse^ 
quently held out tQ the revival of industry 
agriculture, and commerce* 

■ t-i 

These important benefits were greatiy 
enhanced by the principk o&dtoice adppted 
by Lord Wellesley, in fixing oh the districts 
to be placed under the British gpvemiftienfc, 
His Lordship .dipnoi ffe on *ho$e> <dju$rictg 
in which there 1 existed a egtapaigftfref stfpg* 
riority in point of tranquillity &n& cultiva- 
tion ; 4but he made choice of those part* of 
the country in which the greatest tmjto* 
Jeoce and waste prevailed, which tad* beat 
annexed to the province of Glide by th$ 
British arms, which had never peaceably 
submitted to the Nabob's government, and 
which formed the natcqpl barrier* ©f *hat 



*• - . ■ ^ ■. • ■ 
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depm^ncy^Tas w^llias ofithr whide of jour 
^tao^m^ nafcvociiy j against 

tbe tiM^wjachmcntf of the ,Enenofr Mahralta 
establishment bar iMiTv^Poptier^ but against 
theattacjfcpf^ftny invader from the North? 

> 

Hence, the districts appropriated by the 
British g^vewmeot w«e, j5t5/, those which, 
fc^etb^ with the tributary state of Furroc- 
kabsd;tfojrt» ,the> tract *tf ceuntsy eddied tfae. 
ktW(fr&&*Q>, that is situated between the 
rivew JEwnnah and' Ganges, sunt , extends 
frcp ; their , confluence at AH a h aftad^ to .the 
Frepfih Mafcratta. frontier on the plains ©f 
CJoett ;S6^»?ri?,t the districts of .Rqhikund, 
wifkib T^f* «wie3ced to . Oude in $9$ A, and 
which fcowd it on- the Ncpth j<. ajpxjb think 
tjje district; * of £o<m&ftt.Qjr, wfhiefc fon»fcik 
Eastern soafine. : , ; . ..au-.tf 






O 



. JntQi aJUtiaase t?g^.«f'.^ti|itiy.<tjie!t.fan>e 
systepa of government was introduced as 



Wo 

that which tad long been established ia 
BengqlU «d *hk$t .hu^.^wmed Unfer- 
tile province ; iron*;* state !ii£iiinp^y«eidir 
racnt and tsua^^mdwd&tA} bnte&M&m 
degrec-of affluence and happiaesMj than what 
history records, or even poetry o&foatefc of 
its ancient condition. 



•: ■■. ; -. :. :, ,.) rjijj .•>■;. ;'t; 



Thus our depeadancy^in :0»de^i»i now 
snirounded by provinces^; flourishing tim^m 
tbeben^antiinfluetace <>f diei British. sys- 
tem jvandiprotected^not akmfc by;tfcipwirer- 
ful.vfclouff* but, by .the'- unsullied! <an4 udde*- 
spreading iSme of our arma^ic. .b : ,: .i*.. * 

v This auspicious cojrclustop* as well as 
every otjier part of those: important tmns- 

» 

actions, was regularly reported to theGourt 
o€ DirtctorSiAadv highly appvoiwL of by 

them. . : ,.•»..- 



The printed paper* bt&re the Houst of 
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^Commons shew, that as early as the 3d of* 
October, 1798, Lord Wdtesley stated to the m 
Sfecret Coiiiidittitfe^f the Court of Directors, 
that he had 'under consideration, " the best 
** means of securing the regular payment 
w *f the subsidy ifi Oude:" * 

In his letter to the Secret Committee, of 

the fclst aiid 28th November 1799, Lord' 

WeHesiey- contihues to state *• his anxiety 

to carry into execution such a reform of 

the Nabob Viaier s military establishments, 

as should secure us from all future danger 

on the frontier of Gude, and should 

€t enable him to introduce a variety of ne- 

• " cessary improvements in the government 

"of the country/' f 

v His Lordship again brought the subject 

« 

* Ouck Papers, No. 5. 
M 
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before the consideratipn of tfye Secret Com* 
mittee in Japuary an4 in March, 1800. In. 
his letter, under date, the 7th, pf March, he, 
observes, " When I jsh^li have completed 
" my arrangements for the military defence- 
" of Oude, and shall have disarmed the 
" useless and dangerous troops of the Vizier, 
" I shall proceed to adopt the most, effectual 
" measures for the reform of all the branches 
" pf his Excellency's government. Such a 
" reform cannot be postponed without th& 
" certain injury, if not the absolute destruc- 
" tion of the valuable resources which the* 
u Company at present derive frorn tj^it- 
i€ country."* 

On the 31st of August 1800, the Qqver- ' 
nor-general in Council, in a letter £p the 
Secrqt Committee, Reported , " That f i% % was 
" their intention to proceed, with the least 



* Oude Papers. 



m 

u possible delay, tola tevtsiort 6i the Nabob 
" Vizier's civil estahli&fiiUents, arid of the 

general interests 6/ the Company in the 

province 1 of Oude." * V ' 






The treaty witft the Nabofc was concluded 
on the 10th of November, 1801, and a capy 
of it was transmitted to the Court of I)i- 
rectors, on the 14th of that month. This 
dispatch was received by the Court of Di- 
rectors in May 1802; afcd" dfter tigfiteen 

months deliberation on the subject; the Secret 

» 

Committee, oh the 19tfi df November, l8t)3, 
addressed the Governor-general hi Council, 
in the following terms : 

* v Having taken into our consideration the 
" treaty lately concluded between the Go- 
u Vernof -general arid the Nkbtfb Vizier, 
" we have how to signify our appboea- 



# See Oude Papers. 
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* •». *• 

iS tion of the provisions of that treaty, 

> .1.1 ■ > 

" *We consider the stipulations therein con- 
" tamed \ as calculated to improve and secure 
" the interests of the Vizier, as well as 
" those of the Company, and to provide 
" more effectually hereafter for the good 
" government and prosperity of Oude, and 
" consequently for the happiness of its, 
" native inhabitants. 99 * 



Thus was the approbation of the Court 
of Directors explicitly and unequivocally 
expressed, by that authority to whom their 

power, in political affairs, is delegated by 

•. * ■ ■. * 

Act of Parliament. 






Hiave indeed heard, that the faction, by 



■r \ *■ 



* * See this letter in No. 12, of the list of Papers before 
the Hotise, marked No. 2. page 58. It is signed, 

Jacob Bosan<*ui*t, 
John Roberts, 
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whom the councils of the Company have 
for thes6 last two years bepn ruled, attempt 

to make a distinction between the orders 

■ .*• ■ ._• * .■■•• ...» ^ • 

and communications pf the secret ,, com- 
mittee, and those of the whole body of the 
Directors ; as if the approbation of a treaty, 
or of any other political measure, trans- 
mitted by that committee to the executive 
officers in India, was not to be considered 
by them as conveying the sanction \of 
the supreme authorities in England,, or 
as a binding and definitive confirmation 
of the Act to which it related. But to 
shew you that this distinction has not even 
the merit of a sophistical fallacy, and that 

* , 

it is totally untrue in fact, as well ..as in reason, 
it will be sufficient to cite to you, the oftDfeR of 
the whole collective body of ($§■ Court 8f 
Directors, . which is. ; transiiri|jed. regularly 
every year* to the Goveriiior- general in 
Council at Bengal. That order is thus 
expressed :^*'*flPaving appointed 



it 



t€ 
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" during the prfeseftt direction, to he a secret 
" committee, agreeable tip, and for the pur- 
" poses stated in, the Acts of the 24th, 26th, 
and 33d of his present Msyesty, toe here- 
by direct, that all orders and instruc- 
u jtions which you shall receive from our 
€€ said secret committee be observed and 

" OBEYED Wjth the SAME PUNCTUALITY AND 
" EXACTNESS, AS TflOUGH THEY HAD 9EEST 
" SIGNED BY THIRTEEN, OT MORE members 

" of the Coyrt of Directors, conformable to 
" titie said JJicts." 

•'*•■ * . * *.' 

The gen^lqmen who make the distinction 
i# question, may continue to exercise their 
unsophisticated casuistry in maintaining, .thai 
4h5 .executive officers in India had no right 
to consider -the orders and. in#tryetm& of 
the secret committee, as having the an* 
thorky and force of the Court of Director*: 
hut J think that you, and eyety other man 
unconnected wiffr tftosc 9i<wt «orisqe»tioys 



reasoned, will agtee, that, bj the annual order 
<>f theXJpurt of Directors, and consequently 
by the Acts of ^Parliament therein referred 
to,, the Governor-general was bound to 
* € observe" the dispatches of the secret 
committee, with the same attention as those 
of the Court of Directors at large; and, 
that he was, therefore, bound to consider 
their approbation of the arrangements in 
Qud^, as a complete and final ratification 
«>f them. . 



After reading this statement of the trans- 
actions in Oude, which is supported in all 
its parts by the accusers own evidence, ,1 
rtquest you to turn to the specific allegations 
<*f the charge, and ask your own clear and 
unbiassed judgment, whether t Lord Wtjl- 
lesley has been guilty of injustice and op- 
pressipn f Has his Lordship, as the, charge 
asserts, violated the rights, and insulted , tfie 
sovereign of qn independent statt.Z J)id he 
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unjustly, unlawful ty y artd *n fal^ pretexted 
pour troops into Oude,: in order . itov effect 
designs of encroachment, extortion, and ogm*: 
ruption P Did he unlawfully call on the 
Nabob, contrary to treaty, togood.faiih^to 
honour, and to honesty, to : defray /.the < e&% 
penses of those troops, f br the Mnhten purr: 
pose of compelling the Nabob to declare Ms 
inability to do soP And finally, did he un- 
justly and unlawfully seize ofy that deeldked 
inability y as a pretext for depriving] th& 
Nabob of one half of his territories? -I 






Compare these allegations with the : am 
dence which has been adduced in their sop* 
port, with the elucidations which I have 
given you ofthat evidence, with:the grounds 
on which I have placed the main question ii 
issue, and with the arguments bywhichil 
have riraintained those grotiftds, and, Iihinfc, 
you cannot but be satisfied, that the whole 
chatge is a tisstte of falsehood |^>4 JBuweprt^ 



sentation, more grosfr and |)ftlpftbki tha# aw 

< Vi 

with which >parliraientv or the co**atry was 
ever bcfci^ttbtai]^ -r*vj.-y 

. ♦ There ^^frowsice^ threevrara^iiiing alle* 
gationa against JLord \WeJtesley, upon which 
it may be nec^^ary? to wake a few ob&ei> 
vations* .. ..-. .v-f.- •..;•'■ 

* His Lordship is charged with having been 
guilty, qf an illsgaho$t> fc appointing Ms 
brother* Mr*, H$nvy Wellfi^ey 9 to> conclude 
the negotiation with the Nabob, and after- 
wards to superintend the transfer and set- 
tlement gf the ceded dfaricts in Oude. , : , .. , : L 



'.oThc, aUcge4 illegality of appoio#ng, M*. 
H.WeUe&lej?;*© manage the, se^n?)8nj: ojf 
the ceded, districts, Js, founded <pfl :,the v ch> 

cumstance , of Mr. yrcflpfez , ,n^t, , f hein& * 
covenanted, , civil serr#nt . ; ?f 5 t £be. , £o^a$v, 

and his *P^tj8eiftbe}ng tfeer^bjse^p^ed 
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to be contrary tot the > provision «f an Act erf 
parliament* But a jrefersnee to the particu- 
lar clause kt.thfi Act>- which contains the 
provision alluded to, will at once shew you, 
that it does not embrace, and can on no 
means he made applicable to the temporary 
appointment in question* 



.1 ' r i* fi 



• c • -, i * . r> 



The Act of the 33d Geo, III. cap. 52. 

. 57. directs, " That all vacancies' in 
*' the civil Une of the Company'* service ifo 
*' India, shall be supplied from amongst the 
" Company's oivil Servants. " ■ ^ . • 



f» •■» 



'If W ** 



Here you see, that the tetter of this dbtate 
applies only to the filling-up of vacancies 
in the Company's regular civil e&tt&lisfiment 
in India ; and k is quite evident, that takirig 
. the ijEartl of the e&ru*0 in its widest latitude, 
k can only apply to appointments t0 «»• 
majtent offices, under an extcntionvf ibtt 
^la^&ww*.* It is, therefore^;tKrtaHy w* 



m 

applicable to the appointment in 4pje$tion # 
which was in its nature iempqro^j^ and in 
its duties gopfined to fi#rti#fijar *md distort 
objects, 

» Mr, Henry Welleelej -wa* private mi 
confidential secretary -to the QoveftioirT 
general : ajid, from the. circumstance of hi* 
holding that situation, from the authority 
which his own tried gjbilitie^ naturally gave 
him, and from the respect which the near- 
ness pf Ms connection with th6 Governor- 
general was calculate t# create amongst the 
natives, his Lordship justly conceived* that 
ft would be productive <?f advantage to the 
public service, to tfipploy hiua m carrying 
'into effect the Sua) arrangcnientj in Ou«k. 
fbrthic purpose be was first deputed to 
JUcknow, t» bring the long dreading ne» 
gotiation with the Nabob ft© * conclusion j 
aad, after the accomplishment of that object, 
he wa* appointed, with- the temporary #*nk 



■ • 

of Lietftenant-governor, to be President of 

■ _« 

a Commission, Com poised v of the Company's 
civil servants, and instituted for the express 
and exclusive purpose of introducing into 

the ceded districts that system of revenue, 

..... • * 

and of jurisprudence, which was established 

in our other dominions in India. So that, 

. when this specific Sfervice was completed, 

the commission for which it was formed 

» . • • 

was of course dissolved. 



\.» . ■ » 
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From this appdittttaerit Mr. Wellesley 

derived no emolument whatever, nor did he 
ever receive any pay. His salary as private 
secretary ioitie Governor-general, the amount 
of - whfch is jtxed by the express orders of 
the Gdurt of Directors, was continued to 
him V but he -neither received, nor would 
he accept ^of any thing beydhd it. The 
whole cost of this appointment to the Com- 
pany is, therefore, comprised in the charge 
made for the . extra expenses which he uri- 



avoidably incurred in the ge^o^n^ftpe of 
his arduous and important djUi?S. 5 - 



5 :'• ■■■O ■ • 



The T^jfc/ pf die Governor-general 4;o 

■ * 

make an appointment of .this nature, is fully 
recognized by the discretionary power with 
which he is invested,— of selecting for the 
execution of extraordinary and important 
services, those persons who shall appear to 
him best qualified to perform them with* 
credit and success, and in whom, therefore, 
he can repose the .g^&tept confidence- 

The exercise of this dmrejionqry pow§f 
was justified* hot only by the practice of ths 

i v 

Supreme Government in x I*viia, hnt byv$hfcr 
express sanction of the Cqur$ of Director^ 
jj^Qrd Cornwallis appointed ; Poland Rea& 

V' j ■ ' - • • • ' ' 

and ? three military officers, r ta. settlp : > r tb^ 
countries ceded py Tippoo Sultauo ifc^79& > 



- •-»-<* .-. /• -u* 



/. 



Mr. H^nry Weljesley was appointed 10^. 
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<*raimissid» for &tl\itfg t!W J affwirs of* the* 
conquered olMinttics ki 1799 ; **<? the Court 
of Directors not only approved of this 
appointment, bM'bdstotfed atetddrd ofc Mr. 
Welfesteyft* tti* important service vfftkb 
be had rendered the Company 011 that cte- 

t 

ca$ic«v. 

Lord WeHestey, therefore, had the totfct 
jkftrerfiil r&dbns fof appointing hit brother 
ta& similar cdifemlssioft irf Oucte; and the 
Court of Krectots fotittd the same Cause to 
testify their approbation of the manner in 
Which ti&t service was performed. 






In the letter fttim the Sedfet CoftttnittSe 
of - ffie CiourtPof Direttcfrs ttf the Governof- 
gctoefal ii*i€fotthcfi in Bengal, before referred 
io 9 : and undeSr ^date the 19th 'Noveiritk* 1863, 
th&r appfdbatkai i& expressed in the fbflbV^ 
ing terms : — " We cannot/ 1 they say, 
'* conclude, without expressing our satis- 
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€ i faction, that the? cesfiictas i» question have 
" been tr^nsf^rrec^ and j^offifupnfrUy ,set- 
u tied, with sp K$ie delay, ai|d in a manner 
"so saiisfactary+ vas«ak$itdy to admit of 
" &eir b&pg, fought, under the general 

i 

" administration of the Bengal governoieRt^ 
" The Special Commission, at the head of 
" which Mr. Heniy.Wellesley was placed^ 
" appears to J^ve^xecutod their trust with 
" zeal, diligence, M)d, ability ; and the set* 
Cf dement of the revenue, which they h#r& 
" % concluded for a period of three yeare, 
" holds out flattering prospects €xf future 
" increase. The general report delivered, in* 
cc by Mr. Wellesley, on the termination of 
" Ms fnmion, has afforded us much satis- 
" facto jy information with ttsp^ct to th# 
" t resources. of. the tapper provinces; aft& 
" we. art happy Jo take this wccasim of^qp*> 
^proving the conduct, and acinoiuUdqixg; 
u the9f^ke&tfthaf,geiUlmnQn^ 



. . • .■ ) • i • ■ .' « » • . 
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The accusers of Lord Wellesfey, how- 
ever, entertain a far different opinion of 
those services ; for, through the agency of 
Mr. Wellesley, his Lordship is expressly 
charged with having .committed " Mur- 
der i ! r 

But when, to their infinite mortification, 
1 they discovered that the official documents, 
which they had moved for and laid before 
the House, did hot supply them even with a 
colourable ground on which this general, 
but positive, accusation could be sustained, 
and that the cry of indignation and horror 
which it was their sole object to raise against 
the accused, was turning upon themselves 
with reverberated force, some of their more 
discreet, if not less malevolent, abettors, 
thought it might be prudent to give some 
explanation of the specific acts, which their 
peculiar notions of the distinctions of crimes, 
and the propriety of language, had led them 



til 



« • • i 



to designate, under the expressive appella- 
tion of '** Murttor" 







!V«'-W ~ * "^ ■ * ' 



drew xip^a: su]»pfeinen<* 

______ m ' • 

tofjr artide tff charge, accusing Marqttte 
Wellestey of high crimes and misdemeanors', 
in his transactions tvith the Zemktddr of 
Sttisrte arid B$4ghur+ the Zeminditr df 
Ctitckoura, and other Zemktdars in the 



»■■« « 



fo'tHs artide; the original cha*g£ 
v'lfcurtier* is efcpfeiaed ia the following 
manner: — That Lord Wettesky us&rped the 
country of the Dd-db, in which the Zemin- 
dtirs in qffistidtt possessed estates, cttkfin 
wfnehi tRety resided ;~that he d#m€to$edfr&tk% 
tfletk an imrtwe of the lund-rffnt, or> ti&) 
Tfta* the Zemindar* rffeptfsUD ?o p'Xx^ fltii 
increased rtnt-^&iik l&rd' |ta^ iii 

- * . __ _► ■ • 

cotff&queMt; declared tktiA t& fatefsfaM 
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against them to compel them to submit. — » 
That the Zemindars naturally resisted that 
force. — Thdt many of their followers and 
adherents fell in the conflicts which conse- 
quently took place. — And, finally, that all 
these acts were* unjust, unlawful, cruel, and 
tyrannical, having been committed toitfards 
persons over whom t the British government 
had no control, front whom Lord Wellesley t 
therefore, had no right to demand allegiance^ 
who owed no obedience whatever to his com- 
m and s, and who were,* " in law and in 
" fact, the subjects of t&e nabob 
*' Vizier of Oude." 



r Now, taking the facts as they are here 
stated by the accusers, it is clear they Would 
nob have* considered* the acts imputed tp 
LprdvWelleeley^ unjust and uplatrful ott 
ti^e part* of the Nabob Vizier of Oude, as 
the Zemindars- were;* v c * in law and in fact,'\ 
the Nabob's subjects, ylf, then, I have sue- 
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ceeded in proving, that the arrangements 
concluded with the Nabob Vizier, by Lord 
Wellesley, were founded in justice and 
sound policy, it is impossible to deny, that 
the transfer of the Nabob's civil authority; 
over the districts in the Du-ab, and, conse- 
quently, over the Zemindars in question, to 
the British government, which formed the 
principal part of those arrangements, was a 
just and legal act. And if that transfer was 
just and legal, the Zemindars of the Du-ab 
became, " in law and in faet" the subjects 
of the British government. 

• Having thus become the lawful subjects 
of the British government, those Zemindars 
were bound to obey the laws which that 
government enacted, and, by an unavoidable 
consequenee, to pay the taxes which it im- 

poSecj. And, if they resisted the execution 

■ • • ■ ■ ■ 

of its laws, or the payment of its taxes, the 
government had a clear and indisputable 

n2 



1^1 V^jxt $9. coerce them, im\q. si}toni$aiq» 
by force o£ a^ms, ifenoe, a^y, ije^jstarjc? 
which they made to, the qf^fccise of this 
righi^ was an, apt of rebellion against the 
sovereign authority of the state, by which 
their lives and proper-ties were protected fro?n 
all enemies; and by, wbjch, therefore, acr 
cording to the principles, qf equity, afld/ ft 
the practice of najtipns* they were und§r a, 
^cre4.obli^ti W tq : 9hey. 

T^af % ^mj#da£s M SPt.cqnour.ift^ 
change of government, or were, h.optile, tfc, 
it, could in no manner alter the obligation 
of then; alle^iance^ qr e,*em#t them firqw. the 

•. . ■ ' - ■ * ■ ■ 

1 ' " 

A.ao ve rR m ^ n ^ 1 w ^ v ^ r . *m. te4te few*, . 

which, is, justly es&bhfihed. i». any <ttW$ry, 
* tbej^itimafc? oxgaji tf the nation^ an£j$ ; 
its, acts are c,omp]gtp.ly valid in : thjE^rnaejlyjeJk 
a B4 binfe 01 \ the E?9pJe. The Zemifld^ 
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khd tftber lrifaaftitaitfts bf the bu4fe, were 
fetibj^ct to the tf ettetidant gbverhhleni bf tffe 
"tfabbb in all ciVit affirirs ; btft they bwetl 
obedience to tife piaraihbuWt authority of thfe 
English, because tfrty tterive'A frbm tneih 
their sole security against all foreign aggres- 
fiibn, ahd rirore particularly against the 
Sfahrattas, wnolri riothlflg out sucfe power- 
ful p^otecribii cbtiW have pi^titei frbtn 
iraliuaHy raVaglng a*ha faying wastfc their 
khdfe. It is tfteterore plain, tM if the 
Habbb, tnidfce d# &6 pWulldt circutitittlfices 
wtricfi I hare stated, #as legally boiM tb 
ttiBMf to that pafatiibunt attttibrlty, sb all 
ffibsc subject tb his sBbbrdiriate &bt#rinient, 
and consequently ine Zeinlfaddfs bf the 
Du-ab, were necessarily included in that 
stitelissioh. He'ttce, the' arrUrigements 1 made 
With titti Ifcbbb, for placing the Du-& 
tihdet tile' tafflediaie atrthbrrty bf ine &itish 
government, was cdmpfctery fcmdlrig <m the 
Zemindars : and hence, if they opposed that 
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authority with an armed force> wc - hpd an 
unquestionable right to declare them in a 
state of rebellion, to reduce them,to,obedi- 
. ence, and to inflict upon them all the penal- 
ties which they had incurred. 

# 

- - * * - 

The exercise of this . right, > however, 
ought in general to be used with a sparing, 
though firm, hand. In a rebellion arising 
from a recent change of government, many 
extenuating circumstances may occur. Much 
certainly is due to mistaken views , of na- 
tional interest, much tQ ancient, or. con- 
firmed prejudices, much to the excesses of 
a generous enthusiasm, and more to the mis- 
guided virtues of private worth. 

But in the case. under our review, where 

... . •_ 

( can we find any of those mitigating cir- 
cumstances which engage our compasfion, 
and soften the rigour of the law ? 
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* The charge, indeed, informs us, that the 
Zemindars of the Du«&b are Rajahs, who 
have descended from tlve ancient Hindi}, 
princes of Hindustan " tfifmigk along line 
of venerable ancestry ; ' that they possessed 
princely rights, honours, and estates y which 
[ € . their sovereign could neither' atienate^nor 
destroy ; that they . were greatly respected 
by the sovereign^, and highly revered by 
the people of Hindustan faMthat/the 
Zemindar of Sdisnec and Bijj'eghur \ was 

" RENOWNEb" l fat his ^i PRIVATE WORITH,". 

and " beloved" By the whole country, 
on K account of the " equity" and " ube*. 
u rality" of his u character" . •. , t 

But this glowing picture is only a ficti- 
tious representation,! displayed by the ; ac- 
cusers as a stratagem to lure the sympathies 
of the ignorant, and to betray them into an 
approbation of their cause; for the first 
glance of truth detects and defeats it. 



m 

Jn describing the condition of the Du-fcb, 
ip a former pact pf this letter, I stated, tfafa 
the Zemindars of that country were charac- 
terised by their predatory and rebellion* 
spirit; that they had amassed wealth, by 
committing continual depredations on their 
neighbours, and by the habit of making 
enormous exactions from the travelling mer- 
chants who passed through their districts ; 
that, in order to protaqt the property which- 
they had thjp acquired, they had erected 
small forts, and retained in their service 
Vuge bodies of armed adherents ; and that* 
fortified by these means, they had long op* 
posed the lawful authority of the govern* 
ment of Oude, and . had never paid their 
taxes, until they were reduced to submission 
by force of arqis. The accuracy of this 
ataieraf nt is fully proved by the accuatts* 
own evidence # the ba* of the ijgrase q§ 



Commons, * and is sufficiently corroborated 
by the very documents Ltod before the House* 
in support of this specific charge, f 

As to the " venerable ancestry of those 
04 Zemindars, and to their princely dignities 
" and estates /" it is necessary to advert td 
a few historical facts, in order that you may 
know the teal nature of those hereditary 
distinctions, the fall of which we are so dole* 
fully called upon to reference and 



AH the native historians, who describe the 
state of the Dft-&b in modern times, concu* 
in representing the chief Zemindars of that 

* 8tt tb* evidence of Major Ouaedy, Aid-de-camp to 
<Ue Nabob of Qud** MwuUs 9/ £midmice % j*. 67. before 
i eferred to. 

f See Supplement, No. 2 to No. 3, of tfce Onde PSU 
ptrs, relative to tke Rajahs of Sassnee, fire. Sec. Ac. PHP* 
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country, as belonging to the tribe of Jauts, 
a ferocious but • politic banditti, v who mi- 
grated from the lower parts' of the pfpvince 
of Moultan, towards the close of the reign 
of: .' Aurungfcebe, » and . who. first. j attracted 
notice on the bafiks.of .the Jumqah,' about the 
beginning of the last century.. Churamana, 
the - most fkiri bus leader v of this band . of . rob - 
bers, settled in . the: southern districts of the 
province of Agra,*.wherei by plundering the 
numerous traders, and; x>ther travellers who 
passed through that part of the country, he 
acquired Laimenserriches, 'gathered : round 
bim : several ; thousand : adherents, . .assumed 
fihe -title of Rajah, ihd fixed his. place. of; ren. 
sidence at Bhurtpoor. Other chiefs of the 

tribe who "Had. followed-his fortunes,* becbfti- 

» ... 

fng envious of his success; or rather front' 
the natural turbulence of their disposition, 1 
feeling impatiept of the. control pf any 
superior, deserted his standard; and crossing 
the Jumnah, were suffered, . by the Mogjiul 



government, to form establishments in the 
Dii-ab; on- the conditions of performing 
military service, and of paying the' usual 
taxes to the state. There, those, o chiefs 
rivalled their former leader in the ardour 
And constancy with which they adhered to 
the characteristic habits of then: race^ arid 
they even surpassed him ) in the 'extraor- 
dinary dexterity, if riotlin the boldness of 
their' . robberies. . 'A3 their wealth accumu- 
lated by .these means,: the number of their 
followers proportionally, increased; until, 
at last, their depredations were conducted in 
so systematic and formidable a manner, 
that the presence of the imperial army was 
often necessary to suppress them. Hence, 
when ,the Meghul empire had sunk into the 
last stage of its decline;— some ' of those 
chiefs, no longer fearing its. power, assumed 
the tide of Rajah. or Princfe, enlarged , the 
boundaries of their possessions, built forts, 
and set at defiance the authority of their 
sovereign. 
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Such was the situation of those tfefefl^ 
when the Dft-afe WS» eoaqtteifcd by Ihfe 
British arms, and placed under tte g^veth^ 
afcent of the Nabob of Oude* 



The weakness and comiptioft of that 
government greatly fcflroured their pre* 
datory habits ; they extended their systftitt 
of pluhder tayood their own iihmediatfe 
sphere ; and often pillaged the psicJefiil vil* 
iagfes tof the surrounding provatebs j-^-blftil 
4t length they becaitte n&tornnis through* 
out Hindustan, as a tofclesfr and ttes£©fote 
banditti. 



The most powerful, as Weil a& the fikttst 
atrocious of the chiefs of this banditti ifl 
the DA-ab, was the Zemindar of Safisriee* 
That man, from being, about ttfrty y&H 
ago, the proprietor of a sittafl Zerhinda*yj 
gradually raised himself to Ati evil ett£ttettt&, 
by the flagrant add extensive refcbririesr tthiefi 



b&$PSWHitte4 on hi* neJghbesrs, by theTadt 
sujmj» of rao/isy wjbicb he extorted from 
tciYieJlers, by fe$ keeping- aa armed force of 
twenty thousand men fox these purposes/ 
. and by #19 possession of t»ro strong fdxts, 

in, wh*ph hs tmrnedk his spoils,. 

» ... . . / 

. X e. t this, is the yer& mm whom th^ ac- 
cuser*, o£ I^ord Wellesley represented; " a» 

vwQtwfid, i<r ? &* irwms, ^oht«, imka* 
tejamlfor hwsQw&i and uitRAxnar:!!"^ 

• 

Etyt it;i* r lfk?wifl? #ie .^^ifawiwhpfn Major 
Ousely, a principal evidence called befoue. the 
House 6y /ta accusers to prove their allega- 
tions, describes as opq of thei people " QAtO> 
" ijstjg t^em^vjes" Z#m\ndar$ awl Bqj.«hs 9 
wliq proqlmd} all sovts of impo&twn on . per* 
sons travelling , indigo merchants '> and. p&T-r 
sons in trade. — " One instance/' said Major. 

* See the Charge agajjist Marquis. Wellesley f<MKhifc 
conduct to the Rajah of Sassne and Bijjeghur, &c. &c, &«;«, 

A* 

Printed by order of the House of Commons. 
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Ousely, ^ «I can state of a- gentleman iJbhfr 
€ f was stopped hy the Rajah of : S a^snee ; • 
u and though he prpdttced to the Rajah a- 
€ ! perwannah, which was a pass of 4ltna** 
«f JIU Khan, (the Collector of thfe -tabbV* '• 
revenue, and, in fact, governor of the dis- : 
trict) yet still, in defiance of all autho- 
44 : arrr of the people he ought to be -sub- 
** ject to, this man not Only stopped the 
** indigo, but carried it into his port,* 

" AND LEVIED WHAT* DUTIES HE; PLEASED* 
•? UPON^ IT' BEFORE HE WOULD LIBERATB ! 



j *. 



Siich, therefore, is the " equity" ai\d 
€€ liperality" which these accusers 
u xpvjfe,"^and such the " private worth," 
which thfey celebrate. 



# See the evidence of Major Ousely before the Hoqse 
6t Coibmons. Minutes of Evidence, p. 67. Before 
quoted. 
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-.The Zemindar of Gutchoura, . the . next 

* 

object of the accusers' 1 sympathy, was a less 
distinguished/ because lie !w,as a less powers 
fill; robber;, his enterprises had not: been 
slgrialized by. such dauntless atrocities;;, but,* 
true to the character of v his tribe,. he .had 
pursued, with unremitting activity, the same 
practices which had raised ; them intonbtite; 
and he was fired with ; all . the> ambition of 
emulating the boundless rapacity' of his 
more formidable rival. \ v 



* * » 



r - \ • » 
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• Of the " equity * and liberality ' \ of the 
Zemindar of Tctteah, and his adherents, 
who, though not expressly named, are com- 
prehended in the charge, * you will be able? 
to form a competent notion^ from the folr 



• Th£ Zemindar of Tetteah, with all the other re- 
factory Zemindars, are comprehends in the charge ' 
lender the general appellation' of the" Rajphpeni Zfi- 
« mindars in th* P&»ib." 



lowing extract of an official' tetter front Mr. 
Ryley, the judge and magistrate ofl the dis* 
trici of Etawah, to Lord Lake,* which ktter 
waa moved for and laid before the Bouse of 
Commons, by the accusers in support of 
their charge. 

" By a Persian paper/' says. Mr. Ryley; 
" inclosed in Mr. Stracy's letter, it appears; 
« that Rajah Chutter Sail and Chutter Sing, 
" with four or five thousand men, and two 

9 

" guns, a few nights ago, plundered an m- 
" digo moniifctctary, andnmrdered' the .per- 
son m. charge qf it; and^ on the 8th in- 
start, a, salt golak, belonging 'touthe £h* 
hourahle Company, at Meagung, thecc^t^ 
tents of which' ibsy, sent in ccarts, in the 
" middle of the day to their fort of Tetteafr, 
" in the district of Etawah: byt^san^' 
" account it appear that tkey>htwe stationed* 
" peopfoat the ferries of the river Gangmy 



it 



it 
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*? and plundered every boat amf pmmtiger 
« they met with:' 

* " I shaft, of cowse, require ttiem ta aV 

• r 

** tend to answer the charge lodged- against 
* them, which, if theyreftwe to do; theiif 
- disaffection being so veiy apparent,I Bojpe 

» 

ywr Excellency will Be pleased to order 
their Jbrt to be immediately destroyed, or 
" garrisoned By our troops, and the proprie* 
a ton, if not apprehended, declared rebels 
" against the sthte; for but little peace and 
" tranquillity can be expee/^in that part of 
" the country, whilst they>re permitted, ty 
<* open defiance to tM authority, to ravage and 
" plunder the country around them/' * 

— * * * 

ft does not, therefore, appear, that these 
Zemindars were intitled to any special in- 

and Tmeah, in SoppleiMty No. S to No. S, of the Odd* 
5»per* page 291, 
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dulgence from the English government, on 
account of their former good conduct,, their 
general character, or any of those generous, 
though mistaken prejudices and feelings, by 
which men are sometimes prompted to resist 
the lawful authorities of the state. With 
them, a resistance to lawful authority was 
not produced by any peculiar circumstances* 
much less by sentiments of dislike to any 
particular system of rule : the government* 
of the Moghul, of the Nabob, and of the 
English, they had alike insulted and defied ; 
and if they felt a greater repugnance ta the 
government of the English, than to that 

■ - * • - * 

which preceded it, their increased enmity 
evidently arose from the restraint which it 
imposed on their depredations, by its re- 
gular administration of justice. .Hence their 
hostile resistance to the laws jand regula- 
tions which we introduced into the country, 
did no t proceed ffpm any pecn^aft Rntipathy 



% * L . mm, 

A * 
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195 

to. tt^em, but from that inveterate hatred of 
all laws, and of every sort of authority and 
subordination, which constituted an essential 
principle of their system of life* 






>u. 



f « • I ' 



; Men, whose principles; <*nd p habits i were 
thys in eternal hostility with all social order, 
could under; no circumstances have any 
claim to compassion. Even if they , had 
not opposed the lawful authority of govern- 
ment, the interest of society, ?tndtfr£ peatce 
and safety of the country would have . J#- 
, quired that their practices shoyld he .stopped. 
But when the Zemindars of Sassneeand 
Cntchoura , had actually taken up arms 
against the government, . political necessity, 
as well as public justice, loudly demanded 
their punishmentr 

• - . • 

A military force was accordingly eril- 
ployed to reduce them j thpr forts were 
taken and destroyed.; they themsehres ..e$*- 

o 2 



feete* their eseape ; add the* estates <*fcir^ 
confiscated.* • » 



i 



In this fetal <*wwec(u«ttee of *h« rebrilid* 
of those desperate depredators, much 
slaughter eftttueoY and* aottMj ittttaiotnt lite* 
mwt<toitbttesiha»eb««ti.k*t. But agaitftt 
such aa «ril it wa» impossible t* f jiavidla * 
rtwucdy. ■'.-:«* That the mm ▼efigearieej^ 
Mart- Dr. Jehftfttty •« invoke* 4be agKKettl 
** acid th« gaiky to an cvH t* he ktflenttdti 
«* hut atMft eaatfrft c ami ot [ m s v e te tis) aar- 
'< tattMta power atway* roittssMib > Tb> 
*' bring awaerjr o& tho** who hare *a« 
• f dfcserod it, is part of tht>< aggtiBgftf*B> 
-' guilt otVrebe&wa/' . 

■ rj ./ ;■■.' :■ . .' -• • k *: ■ : . ■ ;*' % •--■■; ' 
♦ A special civil court *as 4Btef*mfo*gpt^ 
the tri$l of penoos who had hem actually concerned in 
thaaaebellion* Tern of the followers of the Zemindar of 



TeCtegh were tried, of whom mm were acquitted.— -See the 
Papen **lative to'Sasinee, &c ice. in No. S to No. ^#of 



*»u»; <*•".**. 



J. 
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: - On #* whole flien, I thinL we may cenj- 
fckide, that the, Zemindars of &t D^ab 
were the lawful subjects of the British go* 
Teiwmenfc; ^ to 

its authority was an met of rebelfon ; that 
dbeir habits of life were at war ; "With mi} 
^society itself; . and that, thtocfore, Ae 
punishment of thei* wb€llio%ind the sup- 
pression of their practices were equally 
i tfafled for b^r the Yoieeuf reason,. j>£ justice, 
jtkd iof nwttatej; and canuoglp : be con- 
$ide*$d as erfcbes Hj ti#;«nrc^^ 
the accusers, who have exemplified " equity i 
^Mb^mU^^m^i^ private werti," i* the 
gchiwwtw ^ man, *wbo$e custom ima, |o 
«td£ tt«ti^ttdiog traveljefs owvAeroaflt 10 
carry 4lmnfwciig4^ ft$> bis fort, and Ah^ae to 
*am|^fobrifr to sarfetider tfeeir property, as 
tte ^ansdtrti of tb^ir deliverance. 



j *•> » 



j i 



»i-*.* • * 



. A wiwM ri g *o <£i£.. their 4*ew* sjrstmgt fcf 

tooreb, frmjufl.iiid .dowa, that the aap- 
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prcssion of rebellion, robbery, '. and murder, 
was a high crime,-they proceed to charge 
Lord Wellesley, " with having, in a wicked 
and cruel manner, violated the most sacred 
. iiesy by concluding an arrangement with 
' the Nabob of Furruckabad, which the pub- 
lic documents prove, was of /the most 
peaceful and amicable nature, 

» *. 9 

% 

This, charge. is before the House*/! aiuM 
must refer you to it ; but th6 subject matter 

. of it may be comprised in a few words. 

■ • 

It states, — that Furruckabad was a4matt 
province, tributary to the government of 
Oude, without any military defence of its 
own, and solely relying for its protection on 
the Nabob Vmer. That the British govern- 
ment had guaranteed the protection, and 
had long been in the habits of directly inter- 
fering in the internal affairs of Furruckabad: 
That- Lord Cornwallis, disapproving of this 
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direct interference, withdrew from Fur- 
ruckabad the British agent, by whom it was .. 
exercised: That in this state of things, 
Lord Wellesley having obtained, from the. 
Nabob Vizier of Oiide, 4 a cessign of me x 
half of his territdrietL, mclyded m^JfotiCfifc: 
sum: the tribute from Ftzrruckqbftf ; : %hat 
Lord Wellesley, not satisfied with fh}$ tribute, 

■ • 

did K through the agency of his brother, Mr. 
Wellesley, and by unjustifiable means, tyg& 
the N,abob of Furruckabad tp conspnp J& a 
transfer fif the whole, province to tfc English 
Company : And thai, at last, he did actually 
compel the Nabob to, sign a treaty, by which 

" the pvyyiwe of '; Furruckabad and its 

« ■ . . « . . . 

" dcpertftancies . were cej^ed, in perpetual 
"sovereignty to the Comficpiy" 



• «*■ ■ 



. The information here given by the a 
euser?, respecting the state of Furruckabad, 
and its relations with the Nabob Vizier, and 



with the ftpgUeh, previom to the new »*> 
lodgements in Qude, (hough sufficiently 
otu^eotas far as it goes, requires the additions 
6f sdine historical particulars, to enable yoa 
to *ak*: a <uH view of the subject, and ta 
ibrm yota^ judg&MMM; on the raeaswe which. 
lidrM Wfclletiey adopted, and for which !•» 
ismttrig**rt/ 

i ■■■'"■'*.'. * 

> :The ttsritory «if .F urmckabad wae, at the 
toftnneuccment df the last century, a- £9* 
ttict «r* Hie Moghui empire, and wa» .&&&* 
it it st&i is, chiefly inhabited by Paiaa*, 
fc race of Mussulmans equally dutiogi&boi 
in Hindustan h y iiieir intrepid bnittuy, and 
<heir ajngorernable turbtflenee, $fy»mud 
Khan, one of those PatanS, having jignafi^d 
himself in the sendee of the Emperor 
Furrucks&r* was derated by thai prince* 
4o &e tfutik of Nabob, and farther rewarded 
*iwth a grarit ik tvwftte villages m k&oatto 



> 1 11 : * . ..■ • [■ 
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■; mtete, m t7*S, he fotoiikd ta «%, 
which> 4fi Iw^urof hiiaotwoeign, fapaifcactt 
$fettU&«Axui. .'By- obtaining addition* 
grants from &n* to tisms, biit 'pi4nci£*ti$r 
tyftfttfing&e laad watt'df «te itfipwiil 
g^erfeafeift, in the «Klj*«nt -districts, be 
gradtia% «*tia*ge4 W« d*kn»in.- So that, 
in the course of thirty years, he IdKablkbed 
a small state, which yielded a avenue of 
ribowt forty lads of -ttipcfes, in tfl&ti fee 
ttaintiined n cdWidenfMe fetiKfcay #&«£ 
«w! in wklA, fcafti the disttadpferrt «{flK 
ftrtvailed in &e€eiift of Bdb1> -at^hfe otfctti. 
Tfttorfen*^ ^ «S* reifcfr <tf Mttertd Sttth', 
fee wa« efta1>te6 to twitfefetift -frtHti fcfo 
•rfdvA^o^ *«M<^^ tribiite, \vhteh, by 
the M«|Hifl ; tt6tt^i*ufi»«,-he was fcauad 4» 
^pttjr.T^ftt «tis tffttiftt a&w£tiok «F iinfe- 

-g#f*rf 9t«g, fte Ndtrt^b Vixier «f <fede, 
^•^warrtltlriidh hadiw «««€ jtttrs Wfte 
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Subsisted between the two families, obtained, 
the Emperors permission to reduce hie rival 
to subjection. .The death of Mummud 
Khari, and the succession of his son, an 

■ 

inexperienced youth, encouraged this enter- 
prize; which wa$ carried into effect by 
instigating the Rohillas to attack Furrupkr 
abad. A battle ensued, in which the young 
Nabob was slain. But his more resolute 
and skilful successor, rallied his shatter^ 
forces, and marching against >the Vizier, who 
was at the head of a large army; compelled 
him to retreat with considerable loss. The 
family animosity \yas, by these events, i^ r 
furally increased ; and, fcy.tbe pr$t#act£d 
hostility which they occasioned, >$&-&? 
sources of Furruckabad were almost entirely 
exhausted. Under these circumstances, the 
Vizier Sujah-ucJ-I^Qwlah, adopting.* wiser 
policy, mitigated, if he did not heal the ex- 
isting feud ; and obtained, by an amicable 
r treaty, .that ascendancy over Furruckaba^, 
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which his fattier -had stroved in vain to 
establish by arms. < 

. I II- ■■ • 1» .... i - r , i.i- 



J. • 



From ' this period, of time the affairs of 
Furruckabfcd were administered tinder the 
authority of the Nabob Vizier, by whom 
the public ministers of -its government were 
appointed. A few years after: the; succei- 
ision of the Vizier Assof-ud-Dowlah, the 
Nabob Muzuffer Jqng having - ordered two 
of i those'- ministers to be put t& death, with- 
out: : any - reference to the government of 
Imcknow, the Vizier 1 proceeded to Farruck- 
, aha& f with. a-military 'forces for the avowed 
ptirpose/of displacing! the Nabob, of send- 
ing him- a prisoner to Lucknow, and of icon- 
iiscatmg the *whblei of hi* - property. - But 
the* English i Resident in Oude remonstrated 
, against the s everity of this punishment $ and, 
under his controlling authority, a treaty was 
concluded/ whereby the province of Fur- 
ruckabad was placed under the sole and 
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4ntite protection of the Vizier and the 
English government;* and whe*ebythrHahob 
MnzaBkr Jung, became bound to pay to file 
Vioer an immui tribute of fear lacs and a 
half of tnpee»> er ag5fijMft stetlmg, . 



■< .« 



The Nabob of ftorocinhad, towing by 4bis 
imty permanent^ sealed his vassalage to the 
▼izifer, and 'hi* snhjeaim to the patamouat 
*athorky *f the English g ovem aaa ui, an Eag- 
itafe qgpnt' was appointed to ?estde at ;Ifcr~ 
aruckabad, in order to /Control ibe. adariniiara- 
ifion of its *ffeks; and detadmeoftsif tbe 

: J&agKsh ftroofft vmt occasionally v*mptafrd 
toe npprotting {hose insnt^rtions^hatfi tfre 

* ttltoctiawxif the aoadraesamma^jr psaiupfld. 
Ibc Vizier, however, jiiabas of 4*in*ctrtil 

otalfimaym of tbe snpaeme '.control <af the 
'Sritidb i W Miiiui ent tnntr the atAsrtfifcrfe 



• t 
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'* the Mtodt 4* th* Treaty ** **' Jfttfr Agfc& 
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■dependaney of Furrttckhabad, though; abso* 

r 

latJrff essetttiar to ir* tranquillity,, prevailed 
o& the Gdwmor-general . to make it an «c- 
pr«a? article 1 h* the new arrangement which* 
wa* ctondKrie* ifl 1781, that no Engliik r&» 
tidtott titould be Rationed at Ftttruekabeut 
The impolicy of «ha* withdrawing our con- 
trol from Purrwekabad, was a* a few yeat* 
strikingly manifested, by the revival «f tbrttf 
civil discord which formerly existed between 
the families of tfee Vizier and of the Nabob, by 
theup surtted complaints and recriminations, 
by ft* ineveased rapidity with which thw, 
mdmte* declined, by* the armre kto which; 
tfce *tufc*al ; tribute had consequently fatten, . 
and by the additional distraction wkh which 
1fce»rov4nc*wa>overspi«ad k 

But &» Court of Director*, disapproved 

of the femoral of the control which bad been 
«Ksieised in; Vurraotebad, before. they bad 
any , knowledge of -timet had edwets of the 
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measure j and they^ transmitted orders to the 
Governor-general in council, for the resumpt* 
tjon of our authority oyer the affairs of that 
province. Hence an agent of the English go- 
vernment was again appointed to superintend 
them ; who, after a residence of three years 
in the country, made an interesting report 
on its civil; condition to Lord Coratfallis, 
theft Governor-geperal. . 

That report states, that the revenues of 
the province which, under Mumnaud Khan*, 
were estimated at upwards of forty lags of 
rupees, had been reduced to seven' fau& ^nd 
that such was the t insecurity of property* 
and the consequent reluctance with which-. 

« 

the people cultivated the lan.ds, that even 
this small sum could only be collected in a 
season of tranquillity. " Some;rae»s1»Jre8/ , 
says the resident, '< but totally fruitless, 
•* were adopted la&t year for tfic restoration- 
" of tranquillity, which would have : gra- 
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< dually benefited the country. . An increase 
of revenue could not be expected ; that £a& 
only, arise, in a course: of years, • from 
an increase , of inhabitants,— consequent 

€t to a reliance on a regular and steady 

^government. At present, a long state 

« 

V of anarchy has so perfectly, corrupted the 
'.'■ minds of the people, that all confidence is 
" lost between man and man, and villainy 
" has so little scandal annexed to it, that 
'* there is scarcely an Aumil, or, a Zemindar, 
'/in these districts, from whom it i3 not ex- 
" pedient to take either father, child, or 
nearest relation, into confinement, as an 
hostage for the performance of his engage-* 
ment to government ; and even, this often 
proves inadequate to its purpose,"* 



ic 
ti 
it 



•A Report presented to the Right Hon. Earl Corfc- 
wallis, Governor-general, &c. in Council, by Mr. J. WUles* 
resident at Fnrruckabai, 29th Jan. 1787. 
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Lord Cor-n waU»> after readmgthis report, 
and " after the matarest reflection oa< tfie 

* situation of Fumickabad, was convince^ 

* of the propriety of withdrawing all inter- 

* ference in its management, beeause the* 

* attempts to promote the prosperity of 

* the country had been equally effautoif t& 
«the Vmer, and to the Hkfcoft Moitefler 

. An event some years afterwards occ&mdt,' 
wftich shewed the impracticability rf'wifli- 
|tolding the exercise of our conttol ore* 'the 
atfairs of Furruckabad, without sacrificing 
tile peace and the interests of oar dwri 
"-©EraNDAWT fhbf— the prormce of CRfcufe, 



»v . ■. •• 



The eldest son of the Nabob of Furrucka- 



,. /..*■ ■• •■ 



** f quote his Lordship's own words.— See a Minute ia 
Council from the Right Hon. the Governor-general, re* 
corded April lQtb % 1787. 
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bad, having murdered his father, ' and .being 
convicted of the crime, was carried to Luck- 1 
now, and there imprisoned by the orders of 
the Vizier ; and the succession to! the Nabobs 
ship, having thereby, devolved on the secooft 
son Eoidaud Hussein) Khan (the present 
Nabob) who was then atrimor, khe province 
-was , left \ without m any pertoa to tixtnd&ct • i&> 
government . i In this* situation! of affairs/ the. 
British government fourtdits interposition in* 
dispenpably necessary to save the country from 
utter tfuin j > and * ^ratoagec iwas accordingly 
appointed iby the Gavernortgeneral, tacon-* 
duct its administration .during ' the minority; 
of the young Nabob. * "With a view to esta* 
blish a , system . of regularity, in the: mariage* 
ment of the province, Lord Teignmouthi 
when, he was at Lucknow in / 1797 ^ w the 
young Nabob and the manager; and, under 

his lordship's, orders , an engagement was 

» \ . • ■ 

framed in concert with the Yjzier, prescribe 
ing rules for the future administration of 



■<* 
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abactions, ralmlatrri to suppress die pre- 



vailing evils and abuses. Upon the system 
established by this engagement, and under 
the direct support and protection of the 
British government^ the manager continued 
to act — until the new arrangements con- 
cluded with the Vizier, by Lord Wdkstejr, 
gave ns a. still nearer interest in the proa- 
peri ty of Furruckabad. 

Such being the histoary and, condition of 
tins province, and sack the nature, origin, 

and actual stale of its rotation* 
with Oude, and with the British govern- 
ment, jam will at once perceive, that if 
Lord WellesleyV arrangements with, the 
Nabob Vizier were juat and politic, the whole 
question, arising out of this particular chaigr, 
turns on the two following points... J$raf, 
whether the cession of the Furnjckahad tri- 
bute was necessary to complete and pgr* 



m 

feet tfce arrangement with Oude j ahd> ^ 
eondly> — whether the subsequent transfer 
of the whole province of Furruekabad to the 1 
Company Was obtained by fair and just 
means, arid was in* itself a measure' adapted 1 
to advance and secure the prosperity of that 
tfependancy, as weU as to improve the in- 
terests; atad i strengthen the authority ofth£ 
British government in northern Hindustan. 

1st Toil Witt bear itt riiiiid, that ofte oi* 
the chfef object* of that rrfortn in the go- 
temmeirt of Obcte* whidh it had been s<* 
long our endfeavotar to aecdrttplfch* was the 
reduction of the Nabobs tfoc^s/ and 7 that- 
the dismission of those troops formed a pri- 
mary part of the arrangement which Lord 
WeHesley effected. Ton will at the same 1 
time observe/ that the depcfndancy of Fur^ 
ttickabad was destitute of all military de* 
fence of its own; and that it wholly placed 
its security, both from foreign ami domestic* 

*2 
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enemies, in tte protection of Oude, guar- 
anteed by the British government. So that 
if it were just and necessary to -disband the 
troops of the Nabob of Oude, who contri- 
buted to disturb, rather than to maintain io- 
ternal tranquillity, it follows, that we were 
bound by the obligation .of qut guarantee,. 

« 

to supply an effectual protection to the 
state of Fumickabad, instead of the useless 
and licentious soldiery, whom we had re- 
moved, and by whom its safety yns endan- 
gered. Such protec^^bftd^in ^pt,>eco^e 
ahfto^lutdy essential, to avert ks irapen^pg 
«iin; and was earnestly solicited by thepeyr- 
sotr who administered ks affcfrs. » : , • ■ . j , • 






\ Oo this ground alone, then , iik^yi^Qnt, 
that if the dismission of th<5 Nabpb's troops 
was a measure indispensably npec^utay^ the 
protection of Furruckabad devolved flppn, the 
British government, by whpm it w& guar- 
ran teed; and for that protection we had a 
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just right to a transfer of the tribute* which 
was not more than barely sufficient to defray 
the expenses of the military force, which the 
distracted state of (fee provides constantly 
required. ' 

But the transfer of this tribute is also jus- . 
tifiable on grounds of general policy, con- 
nected with the defence of Oude. 

... . * i ■ . . *%"/,' r • < 

The province of Furruckabad is situated 
"between the tforthernr part of the ceded disk 
"tricts in -the DA-4b, arid the river Ganges, 

v 

and it is separated by that river from those 
jjarts of Rohilcund; which Lord Wellesley 
had appropriated to the British government, 
•because they <wtffq\ essential to the comple- 
tion of oiir luie' 6i ctefence against foreign 
invasion.- That U*io of defence was. har- 
rowed in : one part by the intervention of the 
province of Furruckabad, * which lay both 
upon it, and in its rear* Under these cir- 



Hi 

» 

Cum*tanoes, it became $. matter pf the highest 
importance to place t]wt province under our 
. immediate protection : so that, in thg event 
4jf qa attack from the French. Mahratta firmy, 
stationed on our frontier, from which Eur* 
ruckabad was distant only eighty-jive miles^ 
we should not t>e exposed to the imminent; 
danger q£ l^ayiog on our rear a province; in« 
habited by a warlike raQB, who were Impo- 
verished, corrupted, and distracted by a long 
#tate of anarchy; who were destitute of eyery 
/^^li^ of attachment either to their ^govern- 
ment, pr to their country; jad^o woulji ^-ther^? 
fore have been wholly careless about the 
i^s^oftbpcpptfist; who would have looked 

..y>$fask>& a»d jjjuoder j who would^qgq^ 
dKje^^xp 9.^ *& tbfi jjesources, pf xmr 

• * 

-MPlMifoutt beeo readily aeduc«d ^o jpi^ tj)f 



V 
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Hence, then, the extension of ear perma- 
nent protection to the dependaocy of Fttf- 
ruckabad, and the consequent transfer of its 
tribute, were equally demanded, by thenecee-* 
sity of disbanding the troops, of Oude by the 
obligation of our guarantee, by the earnest so- 
licitation of its government, by the deplorable 
and dangerous condition of its people, and, 
in fine, by the obvious policy of fortifying 
that line of defence on which I have shewn 
you the security not only of Oude,. but of 
the whefe of our dominions in Hindustan 
materially depended. 

&d. Hbt >atra»gement tfbfch was after* 
wants concluded with the Nabob of fUtf- 
ruckabad, for ceding the whole prqvince to 
*i|e British g^ernment in p e rp et ual »* 
veieignty, was obtftiaed by ixirat?* *»«tt*^ 
itiauiHy fair *n£ jb^ MWd^ ** fMti&fr 
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pn the -plainest maxims of a, wise and bene- 
ficent policy. 

Whilst the exercise of British authority 

-over the %8%ks of Furruckabad had enabled 

the manager to give to his administration, 

•some degree of tone and vigor, it rendered 

: him obnoxious to the resentment of a few 

, candidates for office, whose hopes had been 

; defeated by his elevation : and who had in 

iconsequence placed themselves under the 

patronage of the young Nabob, with whom 

r they had contracted an intimacy, into whose 

mind they laboured to instil sentiments of 

hostility against their rival, and through 

* Whose favour they sought to advance their 
own ambitious views. The intrigues which 
those persohs unremittingly employed, to 

* counteract the ordinary operations of' go* 
- Ternment!, in order to cast discredit im the 
•: matiage^s adwwSstfatiori, had involved it 
v \x\ the nriost mSIJM^Wlhtable embarrassments. 

Hence, the principal persons in the depen~ 



/ 
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dancy were divided into two parties, whose 
animosity had reached the highest degree of 
rancour, and had greatly aggravated those 
grieyous. evils, which th6 country bad been 
so long fated to endure. 

f • « * 

\ . ■ ' t « 

«■■ On the arrival of Lord Wgllesley at Luck- 
now; after; the conclusion of the arrange* 
taents with the Nabob Vizier, both those 
parties solicited, with the utmost earnestness 
and urgency, his lordship's interposition, 
: not ad; jn/ach with a view, to the adjustment 
of .their differences, as to the accomplish- 
ment of their .respective objects. The Na- 
bob* whose minority was nearly expired,' 
claimed., a right of being invested in the 
government, and conpplaiqed of the mal-ad- 
ministration of the manager. Whilst the 
jnanager, on the other band, represented 
r tfoat those persons who had obtained an in- 
fluence over the mind, of the young Nabob, 
.werg men of the most abandoned characters, 
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that they misled the Nabob's judgment, 
verted his principles, and openly encouraged 
him in every sort of profligacy and vice; and 
such was the ruinous effects of their conduct 
on the peace and interests of the country, and 
such the personal danger to which he was 
thereby continually exposed, that he in treated 
permission to resign an office, which it was 
impossible any longer to conduct with credit 
or advantage. 

Combining these circumstance* with the 
necessity xrf adopting some measure, which 
Should effectually secure our interests in the 
dependancy of Furrbckabad from the inevi- 
table w£ste, to which they would be exposed 
by a contintianee of the misrule wiilchliad 
so long prevaSled,*--3t became not a matter 
fetf choice; but ' of obligation, with Lot& 
^Vfellesley ; ttt frame, iii concert - witt* the 
Nabob, a new arrangement for the govern- 
^errt of the province, and for the relief of 



«» 
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Its suffering people. His lordship, therefore, 
instructed iris brother, Mr- H. WSeBeriey, in 
his capacity of Lieutenant-governor of the 
ceded districts in Oude, to meet the Nabob 
and the manager at a town, distant seventy 
miles from Furruckabad, to which they had 
been requested to repair for that purpose* and 
there to confer with them on the affairs of the 
province, and to form some settlement for its 
future government. And his lordship at 
the same time recommended the transfer of 
the dependency to the Company, if-tberJNa* 
bob s concurrence could be obtained, as^ 
being under. all the ruinous circumstances 
of its condition, the only measure bywhidbt 
its tranquillity could be restored, the revival 
of iodu^tiy* encourage^ its resources im~ 
proved, the Nabob's own comfort and per- 
sonal safety effectually provided for, and the 
British interests permanently secured. 



I . ■ v > . -. * 



Mr. Wellesley accordingly met the Nabob 
and the manager; and, after consulting with 
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them separately on every point connected 
with the state of the country, he submitted 
td the Nabob a proposition, — to place the 
civil authorities, and the whole administra- 
tion of the province, in the hands of the Bri- 

# 

tish government, and to secure to him and his 
heirs, in perpetuity, all the honours, dignities, 
and style of his rank, together with a sa- 
lary fully adequate to support them. 

With this proposition, the Nabob at first 
•hewed a reluctance to comply, and ex- 
, pressed a wish, that the province might be 
intrusted to his management. But, upon 
MrrWellesley begging him to fe-consider it, 
and impressing upon his attention the ad- 
vantages which it embraced, be assented to it, 
with this observation, — " That he was in 
f. € every way disposed to satisfy him, and 
" that, whatever he thought proper to settle, 
" was for his (the Nabob's) good.* 



i i 



# See a letter from Imdaud Hussein Khan, to the Lieq~ 

p ■ 

tenant-governor, &e* &c Furruhabad Papers^ p* 28. 
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An agreement was then executed by thf 
Nabob and Mr. Wellesley, , thereby it was * 
stipulated, that the province of Furruckabad^ 
and its dependencies should be ceded in pgx% 
petual sovereignty to, the Company ; that the 
Nabob should be maintained in all the style 
and dignities, and treated with all the respect 
and honour due to his rank ■; that a salary of 
^£15,500 sterling, should be settled on hkn 
9nd his Jheirs fpr ever ; * that the houses^ 






* This salary is mre than. equal to the animal ttrttf 
which the Nabob could h«ve referred for his own use out 
of the revenues, of th$ country, linger his, management, 
after paying the Company's, tribute, the expenses, of. his 
government, and the allowances which the different mem- 
bers of his family had been in the habit of receiving, arid 
which he would therefore have been bound to continue, v 



• 



The Court pi Directors have blamed Lord Wellesley 
for the smallness of this salary. The munificent sentiment 
by which that censure must of course have been dictated, 
J cannot but admire : and as it is entirely in their own 
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g^iklens, village and aJl other prof^tty HtHikclb 
9 belonged exclusively to his father, should be 
secured to him ; and that certain annual 
allowances should be made to the different 
metnbete <$ hi* finally, and to his depend* 
ants, proportioned to their respective ranks'. 



. : k • t 



. You will observe* that this negotiation 
was conducted on the most ftiencMy footing; 
qnd that no other influence was used fy Mr, 
Wellesley, except that which arose from the 
ijatural predominancy of hi$ public station, 
as the representative of a. paramount powetv 
To object-to a negotiation on this ground? 
would be to preclude" the British govefh- 7 
ment from making any arrangement what- 
ever with %ny of its dependants ; a principle 
which, pushed to its extent, involves the 



power to rectify the deficiency, you will no doubt wondert 
to be told, that the benefit of their enlarged generosity 
has not yet been extended t<? tie Nabob* •'* 
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palpable absurdity of denying the validity 
any contract, made between a superior and 
his dependant, because, from, their relative 
situations, it must have been concluded un- 
der a predominating influence. The free 
consent of the parties to an agreement fa* 
undoubtedly, essential to its legality ; but hf 
free consent, it is understood, not that no* 
persuasion : . shall be exerted, but that n^ 
tmdue influence shall be employed to ob^ 
tain it. The employment of an undue in- 
fluence in a negotiation between a superior 
and his dependant, can alone mean the use* 
of threats, or intimidation. Now, in the* 
case in question, there is. not one word o$ 
evidence to prove, that any expression wasi 
used, which bore any semblance of a threat, 
or conveyed any sentiment of a compulsory 
nature. 



The accusers fasten on the circumstance 
of the negotiation not having been holder 
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at the city of Furruckabad, where the 
Nabob might have conveniently consulted 
with his favourite advisers. But the known 
character of those advisers,— who were 
not old councellors, intitled to respect from, 
their age, but young associates, remarkable 
only for the depravity of their morals, and 
their avidity for power,-T-afforded the 
strongest reason to conclude, . that their 
advice would be dictated by considerations 

m 

of their own individual views, without any fc 
regard whatever either to the welfare of 
the Nabob, or to the peace and interests \ of 
the state. In order, therefore, to prevent 
the exercise of an undue influence on their 
part, over the mind of the Nabob, it was. 
justly determined to treat with . him at a 
place, where he should not be subject to 
their selfish and profligate control. 

The accusers indeed, assert, that the 
manager was bribed to betray the interest* 
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&f the Nabob. £ut how is this allegation 
supported by the documents before the 
House? 



The Manager, who had previously so- 
licited, in the most earnest manner, the 
permission of the British government to 
resign his office, was desired j By Mr. Wei- 
lesley t# state his unr&erved sentiments^ ak 
to the arrangement which hie thought u Wsft 
Calculated for the future goVrtrhment of itih 
country. He accordingly submitted to' 'Mr. 
Wellestey three plans, one of'whicfct^wasf, 
the transfer pf the province to the (!5bHrf- 
pany ; at the same time he expressed a hope, 
that his p&st Services* wbuld not be forgotten ; 
and Mr. Welksley then informed him, tbWfc 
for those services ; he might raly off ti&k 
generosity of the British government 5 . ■'■-«•»■ * 

But it is clear, that this assurance was 
neither made by Mr. Wellesfey, nor un- 



* 
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derstood by the manager, as a lure to* in* 
fluence his conduct in regard to the depend- 
ing arrangements with the Nabob ; — for Mr. 
Wellesley expressly informs us, that he re- 
ceived no assistance whatever from the 
manager, in the course of the negotiation.* 

Tpjie. assertion* therefore, that the manager 
tuas bribed . to betray the interests of the 
, is wholly unsubstantiated by the 
,eridepce ; and though it may appear in that 
light to the perverted reason of the accusers, 
^.giust be. instantly rejected, as fajlaciawf, , 
Jjfojhe plaia sense of every impartial man. - 




n 



r Tbis negotiation was, in fact* conducted 
throughout, and the treaty concluded - on 
4he same general principles by which . the 
transfer of the province of Benares wa« 

; # See Mr* Wellesle/s. Letter to the GoTern«H>generaK 
— Furruciaiad Papers, f* I9» ^ ' x 
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obtained. And with this approved pre- 
cedent before him, Lord Wellesley must 
have felt his own opinion fortified, ii* regard 
to the justice and policy of the measure in 
question. 

That this measure, by which the laws 
and regulations of the British gbyernment 
have been established in the province of 
Furruckabad, in which — " a long state, of 
".anarchy, bad. destroyed all. confidence 
between man* and man, an4 took away 
all shame from, villainy/'* — is adapted 
to advance its prosperity, I presume po 
one will attempt to deny. And, that this 
measure is calculated to strengthen the 
authority, and to : improve .the interests of 
pur government in nort^n : Hiqdusta*, 
must appear abundantly . manifest, . from 



a 



a 



* Sde the; Report of Mr. ;tVillcs, the Etiglbh Rctsv 
dent at Fuirucka^d.— B^or^i^. ? y •;■ . , .'■ 
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What I have already said to you in regard to 
the province of Oude. 



The whole of those arrangements but 
formed a part, though indeed a material 
part, of that great system of policy, the 
principles of which 1 endeavoured, in a late 
publication, to explain to the country. 

lliis part of the system embraced the 
two great objects of inspiring and securing 
ffae attachment of several millions of peo- 
ple, inhabiting a fertile territory which we 
Were previously bound to defend; and bf 
ftrfereby converting that territory, from a 
scene of w&Ste and. anarchy, into a soured 
ttf domestic prosperity, and a powerful bul- 
wark agaihst foreign aggression. The pros- 
perity which it is calculated to diffuse, cah 
indeed only be fully displayed in a course 
ef jyeatt ; but, With the experterate before 
us of the effects Of dwr ^veriiftieiSE, in tfee 
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provinces of Bengal and 1 Behar, the sante 
happy results may be looked for with a 
cheering confidence. 

The defence which it affords again&t 
foreign aggression, was Strikingly exem* 
plified in the Mahratta war of 1803. Th* 
districts in Oude flourishing under th$ 
British government, supplied the most am* 
pie and ready resources to that victorious 
army, which vanquished and crushed the 

« 

French Mahratta establishment, and thereby 
destroyed that instrument of hostility 6A 
which the cherished hopes of France had 
for some years bfeen placed* and by whicli 
fche had sought, with ambitious solicitude, 
to undermine, and ultlriiatety to overthro# 
the mighty fabric of our Indian empire. 

In the subversion ot thit politic project 
ef France, Lord Welkaley detivfcd tht 
itaeaute of extending, and fortifying our lih6 
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of defence in nor then Hindustan ; not only 
by ; occupying, the course of the river Jum-< 
nah, with the provinces of Delhi and Agra, 
through which it flows, but also by forming 
alliances with the small Hindu principalities, 
inhabited by that martial and generous race, 
the Rhatore Rajpoots,, who had solicited bur 
protection against the merciless ; ravages of 
Holkar. 



By the occupation of those provinces, we 
carried our frontier, in one broad unbroken 
line, across that part .of the . country through 
which alone an invading army from . the 
west of Asia . can penetrate into-our donpir 
nions ;— and by those . alliances we engaged 
the attachment of a people, characterized by 

■ 

their fidelity, no less thap by their courage, 
who possess that tract of country which 
extends from th? pathless desert of Moultan> 
to the proving of Agra op,Jhe. wept,, a**d 
to <the, river Sefasy atpe : ; o% . the , north, i »9 
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that an invading enemy, from the west of 
Asia, could not form a junction with Hol- 
kar or Scindeah, whose ; dominions: lie to 
the south of that tract, withojut passing 
through it, : : ' 

. . In extending our frontier, and in forming 
those alliances', Lord Wellesley, I conceive, 
had it in view to improve a principal objeet 
of theOude arrangements, — that of strength- 
eniftg and multiplying our stmrtties in that 
quarter of our ■ dominions,, which is a$one 

r 

accessible to the attack of : a continental 
invader. Be saw, that thoiijgh one instru- 
ment of ; Frefich ; ' policy * ■ vtraS * destroyed^ 
which had threatened us with immediate 
danger,— the present ruler of France, still 
constantly and systematically persuing his 
purpose, would neter abandon the' hope of 
extinguishing our power iir the East His 
Lordshipsaw, that >aftet be had conquered 
jby hi$ arms, or subdued by his policy, the 
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fallen monarchies, and feeble government* 
on thq «pntinQ{it of Europe, he would again 
<j*st hi^. mind vpon Asia,; and that, in* 
yiggrated bjr th# cplkciivfc resources o£ those 
subjugated kingdoms, and animated . wiifca 
fresh fury, he would form a new and ex- 
tensive scheme for the invasion of India- 
JJis ]yor4s^ip saw, that in the formation of 
that scheipe, be .would endeayour to attach 
tp hi* intgge$te the states of Persia and 
Cafrul, jmd a#*f fioncludmg alliances wty. 
tUem, Jbe coujd gradually organize ul those 
countries, a , Frenqh Asiatic . army,— -the 

only me^n# fy wfrifih H ** P»ctic*J»te:fc> 
kivad? our doininionp in In^i^)w%h,A^h|WH» 
of succes?. ;• -.,-» .-.. : . .-./ 



These tbjnga .his Ix^iip contemplated 
with the ni«^ ^ § sj^t««fflp^ who peaei. 
trated .into th$ vast d<?»jgna. of pur tfnemy, 
who could; aft .Juffe U wife i« .dtflajc -ant 
preparations for repista&qe jjntil thoas desigps 
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wert actually put in execution, who, there- 
fore, constructed a permanent system of 
defence against them, and who represented, 
in impressive and luminous language, the 
dangers which he thus saw from afar. 



Animo vldit, incenio computus est, eloquenti^ 
illuminavit. 

Those dangers are now no longer matter 
of speculation. France has actually formed 
an alliance with Persia, and is at this mo* 
merit organising in that country an army 
for the invasion of India. By the next ac->* 
counts we may' expect to hear of the Trench 
commander in Persia having formed a 

similar alliance with the more powerful state 

. . '1 . • ,• * * t * • 

of Cabul; and of his having also obtained 

the permission oP its monarch to organise 
and discipline an army of his warlike sub- 
ject*, vfrith a vie\v to the conquest of Hin-< 

..if* 



